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LABOURERS (IRELAND) ACTS. 


A Return in respect of the Labourers (Ireland) Acts giving (1) two or 
more examples of Reports of Inspectors of the Local Government 
Board in respect of Local Inquiries held in the years 1904 and 1905. 


EXAMPLE No. I. 

Report on an Inquiry held under the Labourers (Ireland) Acts in the 
Rural District of Listowel, in August, 1904. 


L1STOWEL RURAL DISTRICT. 
LABOURERS (IRELAND) ACTS. 


Report on Local Inquiry. 

Dublin, November 28th, 1904. 

To the Local Government Board, Ireland. 

Gentlemen, 

I have the honour to report that, in accordance with your directions, I have held a local 
inquiry regarding the petition received from the Listowel Rural District Council praying for a 
Provisional Order to confirm an Improvement Scheme made by the Council under the Labourers 
(Ireland) Acts. 

The Inquiry was opened on Tuesday, 23rd August, and occupied eight days, after which I 
inspected such sites as the evidence seemed to fairly justify the acquisition of, and so many of the 
houses, proved to be unfit, as were reasonably accessible. 

The delay in furnishing report has been occasioned by my difficulty in getting the transcript of 
evidence, which only reached me this morning. 

Mr. M. J. Byrne , Solicitor, represented the District Council, and Messrs. Condon, Moron, 
Marshall, Doivning, and Windle, Solicitors, appeared on behalf of different interests affected by the 
Scheme. 

Mr. Michael O'Connell, Clerk of the Union and District Council, gave evidence as to the making 
of the Scheme, and also furnished the necessary data to enable me to form an estimate of, and 
report on, the financial bearing of the operation of the Labourers Acts in the rural district. 

From the Clerk’s evidence it would appear that the valuation of the rural district is £56,726 ; 
that the number of cottages already occupied is 305, and that the discharge to Board of Works for 
year ended 31st March in respect of loans for these cottages was £1,833 2s. 8 d., equivalent to a 
rate of 7-7 pence in the pound.. 

7'7 pence, however, is only a nominal or gross rate on foot of loans under the Labourers Acts. 
The actual burden is considerably less, as, against the outgoing of £1,833 2s. 8 d. in respect of 
loans and £201 8s. 8 d. in respect of repairs, there is a substantial “ setoff” of £620 14s. Id. from 
rent, and £1,276 3s. 6 d. from “ Exchequer Contribution”; so that, disregarding cost of collection, 
the net charge on the rates in the past year was only £137 13s. 3d., or about nine shillings per 
cottage, a figure which compares not unfavourably with the financial bearing of the Acts in other 
rural districts, having in view particularly the fact that all the loans in the Listowel District have 
been obtained on a 35 year, period. 

No objection was made on any side on the ground of excessive taxation, and the farmers 
generally seemed to be fully alive to the importance of attaching good labourers to the locality, 
and to the direct and indirect advantages of providing them with plots and sanitary homes. 

This was manifest in many ways. The large proportion of “ consents ” was very striking, and 
where there was opposition, it was seldom unreasonable, and still more rarely bitter, unless where 
the circumstances were aggravated by some personal “ sore spot ” of long standing. 

A 2 
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But, while recognising the very active interest in the success of the Scheme, shown dux-ing the 
Inquiry by the District Council, and while much impressed by the very able and intelligent 
evidence of some of the members who appeai-ed to support individual applications, I feel it a 
matter for regret that the Council, as a whole, did not, in many instances, show more public spirit 
in the equitable selection of sites. 

So far as I have been able to judge, the Council in no case went outside the particular occupier 
suggested by the representation — a suggestion emanating nearly always with the labourer, and, 
while doubtless satisfactory enough from his standpoint, frequently showing want of judgment 
and disregard of other interests affected by the proposal. 

The formal approval by the Council of a representation suggesting the acquisition of a site on a 
nine-acre holding, which had been secured by an occupier as “a bit for tillage” in exchange for 
another field elsewhere ; the placing of an application of the particular labourer on an occupier to 
whom it is well known locally he is obnoxious ; the proposal to acquire four sites on an accommo- 
dation holding of six acres ; and instances in other divisions where sites have been marked on 
comparatively small holders, while farms of a larger area are not called upon for a discharge of 
their responsibilities, all incline one to think that, though the “ Representation ” has advantages 
which make its supersession undesirable, a Scheme, made independently of it, would, locally at all 
events, more effectively place direct responsibility for its making on the Distx-ict Council. 

The Listowel Coxxncil is of course responsible for the Scheme as made — and as a whole it is 
satisfactory and equitable enough — but here and there, as in the instances referred to, it was open 
to serious objection, through the action of the Council in entering on the line of least resistance, 
and approving and endorsing the suggestion of the labourer, without due consideration of the 
hardship and inconvenience which its adoption was likely to inflict on individual occupiers. 

As one of the District Councillors stated in his evidence : — “ there was no 1 paper ’ in for 
the larger farmer, and we left all the cases to you.” A position such as this is always to be 
regretted, leading, as it nearly always does, to the disappointment of the labourer, and putting 
on the Inspector, holding the Inquiry, a responsibility which may well be avoided by a little 

more public spirit on the part of the Council, who should take the District as a whole, and 

when they deemed it just — ignoring the “ suggestion ” of the x-epresentation, “ select ” sites on 
holdings where their acquisition would cause only the minimum of hardship or inconvenience 
to the occupier of the land. 

A general survey of the Listowel District at once suggested the great good effected by the 
305 houses already occupied, and the very creditable progress which this Council has made 
towards giving the labouring population a chance of clean and healthy homes. 

But I regret to have to state that my obsex-vation of the way in which a not inconsiderable 
proportion of the cottages already built in the District are kept has left on my mind anything 
but a pleasing impression, and the chance which they afforded, and even seemed to invite, of 
making an attractive and tidy “ home” for the occupants, has been sadly neglected. 

Here and there I have come across some very gratifying exceptions — houses and plots which 
are all that could be desired — but the general impression was far from satisfactory, and I could 
not help feeling that, so far as the Labourers Acts were intended to raise a large proportion of 
our population from the untidiness and disorder of the old mud hovels, their operation in the 
Listowel Rural District has not been a marked success. 

At the same time — and I think it only fair to the district to state this — there is in connection 
with most of the tenants of cottages unmistakable evidence of px-ogress, and industry. The majority 
of the labourers have a cow or two on grass, and I seldom met a plot without a substantial hay- 
rick or two as winter feeding for cattle. Whether this tends to make the labourer as a labourer 
moi-e useful to the district is a matter of opinion, but it is significant and satisfactory as far as it 
indicates the advance made in the direction of thrift and comfort. 

Under the present Scheme the Council have petitioned for an additional loan of £35,035, which 
it has been proposed to apply as under : — 


(a.) Purchase of land for new cottages and allotments, . . .8 490 

(£>.) Purchase of land for additional allotments, .... l'o65 

(c.) Building new hoxxses, ....... 24 860 

(d.) Repairing existing houses, . . . . . . 60 

(e.) Engineering and other expenses, . . . . .560 


This loan, if granted in its entirety, would involve an additional rate of about 7 d. in the £ a 
tax which, taken in conjunction with the 7 '7 pence already levied, would exceed the limit imposed 
by Section 17 of the Act of 1883. F 

In view, however, of the number of cases which I have disallowed, and the “set-off” of Rent 
and Exchequer Contribution, the Council will still, I think, have a margin available for a further 
Improvement Scheme. Having made an exhaustive inspection of the whole district I would 
most strongly urge on the Council that any small margin which may still be left at their disposal 
should be specially applied to the amelioration of the hoxxsing conditions of the labourers in Bally- 
longford, Tarbert, and some smaller towns or villages within the area of which thev are the 
Sanitary Authority. J 

Much indeed a great deal — has been already done in the purely rural divisions, and though here 
and there the old mud hovel, the miserable bog cabin, and the small wretched sod house, are still 
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painfully in evidence, it is to be hoped that most of these will totally disappear when the present 
Scheme becomes operative, and that the Council will then be tree to devote themselves more 
particularly to the removal of the very black spots which menace the health of some of the 
villages. 

I have met a very large number of unfit houses in different parts of Ireland, but with the 
exception of two dwellings in the Skibbereen Union, I have never been confronted with houses so 
wretched and unsanitary as some I met in the village of Ballylongford and Tarbert. 

Any attempt to describe the wretchedness of the so-called house occupied by Michael Carmody 
and his family in the street of Ballylongford, would be futile ; and I found Thomas Donovan’s 
family in Tarbert occupying as a sleeping apartment a boarded room which covered a kind of cess- 
pool — one or two of the boards being removable to allow a bucket to be passed through for the 
baling out of the water. 

These were the most striking cases I was brought face to face with, but there were many others 
little less glaring, and it is the painful impression which they have made that urges me to press 
on the Council the desirability, and, indeed, the necessity of taking special account of the wants 
of village labourer's in any future Improvement Scheme which they may be able to make. 

In connection with the loan of .£35,035, applied for under the present Scheme, the intention 
of the Council, according to the evidence of the Clerk, was to provide 226 new cottages ; to repair 
six existing houses ; to attach acre plots to twenty isolated dwellings ; to acquire seventy-one 
additional allotments for existing district cottages, and to provide thirty-seven acre plots for 
labourers living in villages. 

Owing to legal difficulties, she desire of the Council to avail themselves of the different 
Schedules under which an Improvement Scheme might be made had to be abandoned, and, ■with 
two exceptions, the Scheme reduced itself to a proposal for the building of 226 new cottages, and 
the acquiring of seventy additional allotments for existing district cottages. 

The owner of a suitable house in the Killehenny Electoral Division is willing to allow the 
Council to acquire it as well as the usual quantity of land, but all the other cases where it was 
proposed to attach an acre plot to an isolated dwelling not proposed to be acquired by the Sanitary 
Authority were precluded by Section 16 of the Act 1885. 

Similarly, Section 12 of the Act of 1886 debarred that part of the Scheme which proposed the 
acquisition of 37 acres for allotment among labourers living in towns and villages, as “all 
reasonable efforts had not been bona Jide made, and failed, to obtain the amount of land required 
by agreement or exchange.” 

Thanks, however, to the kindness of Mr. J. D. Crosbie, and to his desire to improve the con- 
dition of the labourers, consent was given at the Inquiry to the Council’s acquisition of five acres 
for the use of labourers in the village of Ballylongford. This action of Mr. Crosbie should be 
keenly appreciated by the labourers and by the Council as he had simply to signify his dissent, 
and this part of the Scheme would be abortive in connection with Ballylongford, as it was in con- 
nection with the other villages. 

In Enclosures I. and II., which I send herewith, I have set forth in detail the cases “recom- 
mended” and “ not recommended,” together with reasons which have in each case determined my 
judgment. 

The Council will, I think, be very fairly satisfied with the x-esult of the Inquiry, though 
undoubtedly some deserving cases have been disallowed, owing to the occasional inequitable 
selection of sites. 

I think it only due to the officials— the Clerk and the Engineer — to say that their duties in 
regard to the Scheme were admirably and accurately discharged, and that they rendered me very 
willing and very valuable assistance. 

I send herewith the documents sent me with my letter of instructions, Enclosures I. and II., 
and Shorthand writer’s transcript of evidence. 
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Number Proposed — Cottages, 8 ; Additional Allotments, 4 ; Allotment 1. Number recommended — Cottages, 6 ; Additional Allotments, 
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BALLINCONRY ELECTORAL DIVISION. 
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LEITRIM ELECTORAL DIVISION. 

Number Proposed-Cottages, 3 ; Additional Allotments, 6. Number Recommended-Cottages, 2 : Additional Allotments, 
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MOYNSHA ELECTORAL DIVISION. 






TARBERT ELECTORAL DIVISION. 
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TARMON ELECTORAL DIVISION. 


19 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



20 


Enclosure (No. 2.) 

ARDAG'H ELECTORAL DIVISION. 

Number Proposed — Cottages, 11 ; Additional Allotments, 3; Allotment, 1. 
Number not Recommended — Cottages, 2 ; Additional Allotments, 1 ; Allotment, 1. 


Particulars of Cases not Recommended. 


Reference 
Nnmber and 
Ordnance t 
Sheet. 


Clohane 
! Ardoughter 
i Clohane 


I Charles E. Day 


Miss Hickson 


Janies Harty 
James Boyle 
Michael Godlev 

Margaret Carroll 


Necessity not established. 

The applicant has an acre of land. 

House to be acquired (thatched), and the 
proposed plot for same on op: ' ' 

of road. Occupier opposed. 

The District Council offered n 


ASTEE ELECTORAL DIVISION. 


Number proposed— Cottages, 8 ; Additional Allotments, 4 ; Allotment, 1. 
Number not Recommended — Cottages, 2; Allotment, 1. 


16 2 

C 

| Astee East . . ^ John Hanlon j 

1 

John Hanlon 

The existence of a vacant District cottage 
quite convenient has been an important 
factor in influencing my decision not to 
recommend this application. 


C 

Do. . . | Robert Cox 

Robert Cox 

The District Council offered no evidence. 

28 2 j 

A 

Seh. 5 

ABtee .. | Court of Chancery .. j 

Court of Chancery . . 

The same. 


BALLINCLOHER ELECTORAL DIVISION. 

Number Proposed— Cottages, 8 ; Additional Allotments, 1. 
Number not Recommended— Cottages, 3 ; Additional Allotmenst, 1. 


60 

21 

0 

Garrynagore . . 

W. T. J. Neligan 

P. Egan 

The District Council offered no evidence. 



0 

Ballyreban IV. . . 

Lord Ormath waite . . 

Mce. Galvin 

The applicant has a house from Mr. Savage 







for whom he works on 300 acres, and the 







occupier has only a holding of 27 acres, 
seven of which are liable to flooding. 




Garrynagore . . 

W. T. J. Neligan 

Mrs. Harmon 

The District Council offered no evidence. 



A. A. 

Clouncillagh . . 

lord Ormathwaite . . 

Mce. Quinlan 

Necessity not established. 


BALLINCONRY ELECTORAL DIVISION. 


N umber Proposed— Cottages, 9 ; Additional Allotments, 2. 
Number not Recommended— Cottages, 5 ; Additional Allotments, 1. 


30 

10 

0 

Ballydonohua . . . 

Catherine D. O'Connor 

Catherine D. O'Connor 

Necessity not established. 

31 



Do. 

James Cremins 

James Cremins 

The same. 



C 

Moybella 

Evans, Hirst, & Curling 

Evans, Hirst, & Curling 

The same. 

37 


C 

Toohana . . I 

Eyre M. Stack 

John Coughlan 

Necessity fairly established, but Distriot 
Councillor Nolan, called to support appli- 
cation, considered it unfair owing to size 
of holding. 


C 

Mweevuek 

do. 

Bridget Horgan 

' s tbe oocu Pier of half an 

39 

10 

A.A. 

Ballyconry 

do. . . 

Pat. O'Connor 

The District Council offered no evidence. 
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BALLYDUFF ELECTORAL DIVISION. 


Number Proposed — Cottages, 9 ; Additional Allotments, 1. 


Number not Recommended — Cottages, 3 ; Additional Allotments, 1. 








Reference 1 

Ordnance 
Sheet | 

Whether 
Cottage 
(C.) or 
Additional 
Allotment 
(A. A.) 

Townland. 

Owner. 

Occupier. 

Reasons. 

10 9 

11 9 

! 

c 

c 

Ballyhorgan . . 
Farranedmond . . 

Mrs. R. Trent Stoughton 
Do. 

Ed. Neilan 
Mary Carey 

Necessity not established. 

The necessity was very clearly proved ; 
but X am not satisfied from the evidence 
that the applicant, who is a baker, comes 
within the extended definition of an 

17 9 

19 9 

C 

(AA) 

Knopogue 

Sheepwalk 

Do. 

Do. 

John Pierse 
John Neill 

The District Council offered no evidence. 

There was no opposition in this case ; but 
in view of the condition in which I found 
the cottage I consider it undesirable to 
recommend the additional allotment. 


51 

57 


BALLYHORGAN ELECTORAL DIVISION. 


Number Proposed — Cottages, 4 ; Additional Allotments, 3. 

Number not Recommended — Cottages, 1 (to be acquired) ; Additional Allotments, 1. 


16 


House to be Knockannacurra- 
acquired. keen. 


Ml. Scanlon 


Ml. Scanlon 


Proposal to acquire thatched house and 
occupier opposed. Case withdrawn. 


16 


Eliza Townshend 


Fredk. Latchford 


. . The labourer in this case owes £3 rent for 
| cottage and present plot. 


BEAL ELECTORAL DIVISION. 

Number Proposed — Cottages, 6; Additional Allotments, 1. Number not Recommended — Cottages, 6. 



Beale Castle 

Castlequarter 
Beale Middle 
Beale Acres 
Castlequarter 



. . John M'Mahon 
. . Michael Dwane 
. . Thomas O'Connor 
. . James Carmody 
. . Mrs. M. Stack 
. . James Lynch 


The same. 

Necessity not established. 


i evidence. 


CARRIG ELECTORAL DIVISION. 

Number Proposed — Cottages, 4 ; Additional Allotments, 1 ; Allotments, 3. 
Number not Recommended — Cottages, 1 : Additional Allotments, 1 ; Allotments, 3. 


81 


2 

C 

Killelton 

Col. W. S. Hickie 

Col. W. S. Hickie 

Representation based on Schedule 1, and 
applicant's evidence show that house is 

2 

AA 

Rusheen . . | 

Trinity College 


Necessity not established. 

2 

A 

Rusheen Park . . 

do. 

J.J. Galvin 1 

Plot for allotment for two labourers. No 

2 

A 

Do. 

do. 

do. j | 

agreement or exchange. 

2 

A 

Ahanagran 

do. 

James M'Namara . . | 

A proposal for a plot to a single house 
which the Council does not propose to 


CAUSEWAY ELECTORAL DIVISION. 


Number Proposed — Cottages, 3 ; Additional Allotments, 1. Number not Recommended — Cottages, 2. 


83 

15 

C 

Dromkeen 

Isabella Oliver . . I 

Thade O'Connor . . i 

Representation based on Schedule 1, and 
applicant has a house not condemned as 
unfit. He is besides a carpenter, gene- 

81 

15 

0 1 

Do. 

do. . . I 

Thomas Diggin 

The District Council offered no evidence. 
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DROMMARTIN ELECTORAL DIVISION. 


Number Proposed — Cottages, 2; Additional Allotments, 1. 
Number not Recommended— Cottage, 1 ; Additional Allotments, 1. 


Additional 

Allotment 

(A.A.) 


(Drommartin 
Glenerdaliv 


Isabella Oliver 
W. T.J. Gunn 


Mrs. K. Galvin 
Mrs. W. Whelan 


Necessity not established. 
Necessity not established. 


DUAGH ELECTORAL DIVISION. 

Number Proposed— Cottages, 7 ; Additional Allotments, 5 ; Allotments, 5. 


Number not Recommended— Cottages, 4 ; Additional Allotments, 3 ; Allotments, 5. 


89 

17 

O 

Knockavallig .. 

D. O. Fitzmauriee . . 

John Daly 

The District Council offered no evidence. 

90 

17 

C 

Knockadirreen 

Thomas T. Belihan . . 

T. T. Belihan 

The same. 



O 

Lisroe 

D. O. Fitzmauriee 

Maurice Sullivan 








in receipt of out-door relief. 


17 

C 

Knockadirreen 

J. Walsh 

J. Walsh 

The District Council offered no evidence. 

97 

17 

AA 

Knockundraul . . 

D. O. Fitzmauriee . . 

Thomas Casey 

Necessity not established. 

99 

17 

A A 

Knockadirreen 

John Maher 

John Maher 

The District Council offered no evidence. 


17 

AA 

Knockavallig . . 

D. O. Fitzmauriee 

John Daly 

The acquisition of the additional half acre 
would unduly prejudice the interests of 

101 

17 

A 

Kilcaramore . . 

Margaret Galvin 

Margaret Galvin 


102 

17 

A 

Do. 


do 


103 

17 

A 

Knockavallig . . 

D. O. Fitzmauriee . . 

James Molyneaux 

The proposal in these cases was to acquire 
i plots for allotment, but no efforts had 




Foildarrig 

do. 

Thomas Molony 

agreement. 

105 

17 

A 

Do. 

do. 

Thomas Corridan 



ENNISMORE ELECTORAL DIVISION. 


Number Proposed — Cottages, 4 ; Additional Allotments, 1 ; Allotments, 3. 
Number not Recommended— Cottages, 2 ; Allotments, 3. 


106 

16 

C 

Ennismore 

Lord Listowel 

Lord Ennismore 

Necessity not established. The evidence 
showed that this labourer has actually 
purchased, or is in treaty for the pur- 
chase of 10 acres 3 roods 21 perches 

103 

111 

112 

113 

10 

10 

16 

16 

A 

A 

A 

Finuge 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

do, 

do. 

Thomas Galvin 

do. 1 

Hanoria Tracey > 

do. J 

Site as marked cannot, I think, be regarded 
as on a public road. It is inside a gate- 
way leading to a graveyard. 

Based on Schedule 5. No efforts had been 
made to get land by agreement or ex- 
change. 

Number Proposed — C 

GULLANE ELECTORAL DIVISION. 

ottages, 1 ; Allotments, 2. Number not Recommended — Cottages, 1 • Allotments, 2. 

115 

1 

o 

Faha 

M. V. B. Douglas 

William Byrne 

The District Council offered no evidence. 


A 

Gullane 

W. T. J. Gunn 

Thomas English 


11G 

2 

A 

Do. 

do. 

Mrs. M. Shanahan . . 

The District Council offered no evidence. 
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GUNSBOROUGH ELECTORAL DIVISION. 


Number Proposed — -Cottages, 14. Number not Recommended — Cottages, 5. 



Number Proposed— 


KILLERENNY ELECTORAL DIVISION. 

3, 14; Additional Allotments, 3. Number not Recommended— Cottages 


Scotch Provident In- David Rattray 


The site as marked would cause serious 
inconvenience to the Community of 
Nuns living in adjoining Convent. It 
would also interfere with the watering 
place of occupier's cattle. The applicant 
appears to nave a house now. as his 
father-in-law is dead— representation 
being based on Schedule I. 

The District Council offered no evidence. 

The evidence left no doubt in my mind 
that the applicant is the tenant of about 
an acre of land. 

Site was marked on a nine-acre holding, 
and the applicant's own evidence went 
to show that there is no work in the 
townland. and that ho would rather 
work at Faha, a considerable distance 

I The applicant is an old man, whom I could 
! not regard as a useful labourer. 

I The District Council offered no evidence. 


KILLURY ELEC (’ORAL DIVISION. 

Number Proposed — Cottages, 8 ; Additional Allotments, 1. 
Number not Recommended — Cottages, 4 ; Additional Allotments, 1. 


158 

160 

161 

162 14 
166 


15 C Lissycurrig 

9 C Meenagohane . . 

9 C Do. 

15 C Feans 

8 AA Dremnacurro . . 


Sirs. Staughton . . Maurice Hurty 

W. T. J. Gunn . . Bridget Horg m 

do. . . do. 

Mrs. Staughton . . Simon Lynch 

W. T. J. Gunn . . Thomas Diggin 


. . The District Council offered no evidence. 

The applicant is an unmarried labourer, 
who, according to the evidence, farms 3 

. . Necessity not established. 

. . According to the evidence of Mr. Cushion. 
J.P., D.C., the labourer holds an acre of 
land from him. 

. . There was a consent in this ease to an 
j additional allotment, but I am unable to 
recommend, it in view of the condition 
j in which the house is kept. There is a 
i filthy cesspool right in front of the door. 
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KILMEANY ELECTORAL DIVISION. 


Number Proposed— Cottages, 13 ; Additional Allotments, 2. 
Number not Recommended— Cottages, 9 ; Additional Allotments, 1. 



Whether 





Number 

Ordnance 

Sheet. 

(C.) or 
Additions 
Allotment 
(AA.) 

Townland. 

Owner. 

Occupier. 

Beasons. 

167 

11 

C 

Kilmeany 

William Moore 

William Moore 

Necessity not established. 

168 

11 

C 

Cahooeragh 

M. V. B. Douglas 

James Barrett 

The same. 

170 

17 


Dacca East 

Lord Listowel 

William Stack 

The applicant has at present a house and 

171 

17 

c 

Bathoran 

Beps. James Dore 

Beps. James Dore 


172 






has a house. 



Do. 

do. 

do. 

The District Council offered no evidence. 




Do. 

Patrick O'Connor 

Patrick O'Connor 

The same. 

174 

17 

c 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

The same. 

176 

11 

c 

Shronebierne . . 

Lord Listowel 

David Dillon 

The same. 

177 

17 


Bathoran 

Patrick O’Connor 

Patrick O’Connor 

The same. 


11 

AA 

Shronebierne . . 

Lord Listowel 

Daniel Dillon 

The proposed A.A. would not adjoin the 
existing plot. Besides, the cottage is 
very badly kept. 


KILSHENANE ELECTORAL DIVISION. 


Number Proposed— Cottages, 1 ; Additional Allotments, 1. 
Number not Recommended— Cottages, 1 ; Additional Allotments, 1. 


180 23 0 

181 22 j A A 


Glashananoon . . E. G. Kitson 
Carrigcannon . . J. 0. D. Hurley 


. . B. Enriglit 
. . j Michael Doran 


The District Council offered no 
Do. 


evidence. 


KILTOMY ELECTORAL DIVISION. 

Number Proposed— Cottages, 10. Number not Recommended— Cottages, 3. 


187 16 

188 16 


| Kiltomey . . Sir A. Blackwood 
Croughcroneen do. 


Mrs. Maher 


Michael Kennelly 
Michael M‘Auliffe 


j Site marked on a holdingof 9| acres, which 
j occupier got by exchange with landlord 
m order to have some ground for tillage. 
| The District Council offered no evidence. 

I Necessity not established. 


LEITRIM ELECTORAL DIVISION. 

Number Proposed — Cottages, 3 ■ Additional Allotments, 6. 
Number not Recommended— Cottages, 1 ; Additional Allotments, 3. 


323 6 1 

c 1 

Bauragogeen . , 

• I M. V. B. Douglas 

Con. Kennelly 

Necessity not established. 

329 7 

AA ! 

Aughrim 

do. 

Bx-idget Stack 

Additional allotment on opposite side of 
road to existing plot. 

AA 


1 do. 

Denis Hanralian 










Leitrim 

do. .. j 

Dr. Oulhane 

The District Council offered no evidence. 
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LISLAUGHTIN ELECTORAL DIVISION. 
Number Proposed — Cottages, 10; Additional Allotments, 6 ; A 
Number not Recommended- -Cottages, 3 ; Additional Allotments, 


Whether 
Cottage 
(C.) or 
Additional 
Allotment. 
(A. A.) 


Reference 

Number 

Ordnance 

Sheet. 


Townland. 


The District Council offered no evidence. 

Necessity not established. The applicant 
is at present living in a District cottage 
of which he is actually, though not 
nominally, the tenant. 

The District Council offered no evidence. 


John Harty 
David Flnnell 


Trinity College 


Tim Healy 
Jerh. Sullivan 


John O’Bi 


C jBallyline 


Lenamore 


John Barrett 
M. M'EUistrum 


Dromlivane 


The same. 

The same. (Plot for single house not i 
acquired). 

No evidence. 


Ballymacassey 

Lislaughtin 


Thomas Ryan 


Trinity College 


No evidence. 


LISSELTON ELECTORAL DIVISION. 


Number Proposed— Additional Allotments, 1 ; Allotments, 2. Number not Recommended— Allotments, 2. 


Proposal to acquire a thatched house with 
bad walls. 


Reps. G. R. Browne 


Guhard ; 


Withdrawn. 


David Gunrie 


M. V. B. Douglas 


LISTOWEL RURAL ELECTORAL DIVISION. 

oposed— Cottages, 22 ; Additional Allotments, 6 ; Allotments, 1. 

jommended— Cottages, 10; Additional Allotments, 4; Allotments, 1. 


'he District Council offered no evidence 

he applicant in this case lives within the 
Urban boundary, and, although he works 
as an agricultural labourer, there was no 
evidence that he at any time lived in the 
Rural District. , 

iased on Schedule I., and applicant has 


presently 


Necessity not established. 

The District Council offered no evidence. 

The same. 

Necessity not established. 

The District Council offered no evidence. 

Necessity not established. 

The applicant lives and works in Urban 
District. 

The proposal is to acquire an acre of land 
for a man who possesses a freehold 
house and plot adjoining, but no portion 
of which is included in the site as 
marked. There are larger farms in the 
locality without any labourers' cottages, 
X cannot recommend tne proposal of the 
Council, but if it could be arranged with 
the parties interested that the Council 
should take only half an acre, including 
the present holding of the applicant, the 
modification might be sanctioned, as the 
applicant is living in an unfit house. 

Plot for bouse not to be acquired. 

Necessity not established. 
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c 

Billerough 

M. J. C. Dennis 

Miss Hillard 

c 

Dromin 

Knight of Kerry 

Stephen Stack 



Lord Listowel 

John Sandes 

c 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

c 

Garryantanvalla 

John Keane 

John Keane 

c 

Knoekane 

Lord Ormathwaite . . 

Martin Flavin 

c 

Seortleigh 

Lord Listowel 

John Sandes 

c 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

c 

Garryantanvalla 

John Keane 

John Keane 

0 

Coolnaleen Upper 

F. C. Sandes 

James O'Callaghan . . 

c 

Bedford 

F. R. Bateman 

John Donohue 


Dromin 

Reps. G. R. Browne 

Reps. G. R. Browne 

AA 

Bedford 

F. R. Bateman 

Gerald M‘Elligott 

AA 

Do. 

do. 

Daniel Quille 

A A 

Gurteen 

D . Leonard 

D. Leonard 

AA 

Coolnaleen 

William M'Elbgott . . 

William M'Elligott . . 
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LIXNAW ELECT011AL DIVISION. 


Number Proposed — Cottages, 5 ; Additional Allotments, 1. 
Number not Recommended — Cottages, 1 ; Additional Allotments, 1. 


Ballinageragh . . Lord Listowel 


MOYNSHA ELECTORAL DIVISION. 


Number Proposed — Cottages, 4. 


Number not Recommended — Cottages, 1. 



Ballinamuddagh Lord Lis towel . . Maurice O'Connell . . F 



NE WTO WNS ANDES ELECTORAL DIVISION. 

Number Proposed — Cottages, 11 ; Additional Allotments, 6 ; Allotments, 9. 


Number not Recommended — Cottages, 7 ; Additional Allotments, 1 : Allotments, 9. 


5264 

11 

0 

Gurtdromagowna 

M. V. B. Douglas 

Patt Broder 

The District Council offered no evidence. 

266 

11 

0 

Kealid 

T. W. Sandes 

John Moloney 

The same. 

268 

6 

0 

Gurtdrom asilliby 

do. 

William Stack 

The same. 

271 

6 

0 

Murhur 

J. Y. W. Fitzgerald . . 

Mary Shanahan 

The same. 

272 

11 

0 

Gurtdromagowna 

M. V. E. Douglas 

Patt Fitzgerald 

A very old unmarried man, who was re- 







iused at previous inquiry presumably 
on the same ground. 

273 

6 

0 

Gurtdromasillihy 

T. W. Sandes 

William Stack 

The District Council offered no evidenoo. 

274 

6 

C 

Ahalahanna 

J. V. W. Fitzgerald . . 

James Kissane 

Necessity not established. 

280 

11 

A 

Kealid 

T. W. Sandes 

John Moloney 

The District Connoil offered no evidence. 

281 

6 

A 

Moyvane 

T. W. Sandes 

Robert Smith 


282 

6 

A 

Do. 

do. 

do. 


283 

6 

A 

Do. 

do. 

do. 





Do. 

do 

do. 







285 

6 

A 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

labourers living in the village of New- 
townsandes, but no satisfactory effort 

286 



Do. 

do. 

do. 

had been made to obtain the land by 




287 

6 

A 

Do. 

do. 

do. 


288 

6 

A 

Do. 

do. 

do. 



6 

A 

Do. 

do. 

do. . 
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RATHEA ELECTORAL DIVISION. 


Number Proposed — Cottages, 13 ; Additional Allotments, 3. 

Number not Recommended — Cottages. 2 ; Additional Allotments, 2. 


. CO.) or 
Additional 
Allotment 
(A.A.) 


Mountooal 

Ballyduhig 

Mountooal 


Lord Ormathwaite . 

R. G. Gentleman 
Lord Ormathwaite . 
R. G. Gentleman 


Martin Hegarty 
R. G. Gentleman 
Catherine Brown 
R. G. Gentleman 


Necessity not established. 


The Distriot Council offered no evidence. 


SHRONOWEN ELECTORAL DIVISION 


Number Proposed — Cottages, 1. 


Number not Recommended — Cottages, 1. 



Necessity not established. 


TARBERT ELECTORAL DIVISION. 


Number Proposed — Cottages, 10 ; Additional Allotments, 3 ; Allotments, 3. 


Number not Recommended — Cottages, 3 ; Allotments, 3. 


331 3 

0 

Doonard 

1 Captain Leslie 

NoraDillane 

Necessity not established 

335 3 

C 

Tieracla Lower 

do. 

Captain Leslie 

Representation based on Schedule IL. and 
Medical Officer declined to say that ap- 
plicant’s present house is unfit. 

338 3 

C 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

The District Council offered no evidence. 

344 3 

A 

Carhoonakinealy 

Isaac Fitzell 

Isaac Fitzell 

The same. [Plot for a house not to be 

acquired.] 

345 3 ; 

A 

Tieracla Lower 

Captain Leslie 

Captain Leslie ■) 

Tract for allotment, and no satisfactory 

346 3 

A 

Do. 

do. 

do. ) 

agreement, 


TARMON ELECTORAL DIVISION. 


Number Proposed — Cottages, 3 ; Additional Allotments, 6. 

Number not Recommended — Cottages, 1 ; Additional Allotments, 3. 


349 6 

C 

Tarmons 

Jeremiah O’Connor . . 

J. O’Connor 

The Distric 

it Council offered no evidence. 

352 3 

A A 

Tarmons, East . . 

Do. 

Jeremiah O'Connor . . 

The same. 


353 3 

AA 

Pulleen 

Reps. Rev. N. J. Bridges 

William Carroll 

Necessity r 

lot established. 

355 3 

AA 

Carhoonakinealy 

Isaac Fitzelle 

Isaac Fitzelle 

The same. 

The labourer jn 






cottage plot. 


D 2 
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TRIENEARAGH ELECTORAL DIVISION. 


Number Proposed — Cottages, 4 ; Additional Allotments, 6. 


Number not Recommended — Cottages 2 ; Additional Allotments, 3. 


Reference 
Number and 
Ordnance 
Sheet. 

Whether 
Cottage 
(0.) or 
Additional 
Allotment 
(A.A.) 

Townland. 

Owner. 

Occupier. 

Reasons. 

309 17 

C 

Trieneragh 

F. C. Sandes 

Margaret Sheehy 

The District Council offered no evidence. 

310 17 

o- 

(repair). 

Lacca 

do. 

Patt. Danaher 

Proposal to acquire a house the ownership 
of which appears to be disputed. 

313 11 

AA 

Trieneragh 

do. 

Patt. Maher 

The acquisition of the AA in Held where 
marked would cause undue incon- 
venience to the occupier. 

315 17 

AA 

Do. 

do. 

Thomas Dillon 

The District Council offered no evidence. 

316 17 

AA 

Do. 

do. 

James Molyneaux 

The same. 
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EXAMPLE No. II. 


Report on an Inquiry held under the Labourers (Ireland) Acts in the 
Rural District of Thurles in September and October, 1904. 


The Secretary, Local Government Board, Dublin. 


5 th November, 1904. 


Sir, 

I have the honour to report that, in pursuance of your instructions, I held an inquiry on the 
28th 29th, and 30th days of September, and 1st day of October last, into an Improvement Scheme 
made by the Rural District Council of Thurles under the Labourers (Ireland) Acts, m respect o 
21 divisions of the Rural District. 

The Scheme proposed the erection of 112 cottages on plots in area la. Or. 20p., and the 
acquisition of 43 half acres, for the purpose of enlarging the gardens attached to existing houses 
built under the Acts, che lands to be taken by compulsory purchase. 

In consultation with the Clerk to the Counoil, it had been arranged to appoint the hearing of 
the oases according to the alphabetical order of the electoral divisions upon specified dates extend- 
ing over three days and allowing an average of about fifty applications to be disposed of on ea h 
-of the days named, blit owing to the strenuous opposition to the cases first in the list jit w u i found 
impossible to adhere to this arrangement. It was generally admitted however, that the arran e- 
ment had greatly facilitated the Inquiry, and had obviated a great deal of inconvenience and waste 
-of time to the members of the Council and other persons interested m the proceedings 

I feel it my duty to place on record the <«t that, in my VW * ^SmZetpSh 
Inquiry a 


of the action of the Rural District Council in permitting the appli- 
cants a free hand in tlm selection of the sites. The result was that in numerous cases tire sites 
had been so marked as not only to invite opposition by the owners and occupiers of the lands 
selected, but to render the Scheme abortive so far as these cases were concerned. 

I took occasion to point out the result of this dereliction of duty on the part of the Council, 
which appeared to be due to a misapprehension that they had not power to depart from .ho site 
suggested iu the representation, and selected by the applicant. 

The cost of the Scheme is estimated at £20,320. which is the amount of the loan now applied 
-for! Previous loans to the extent of £20,369 have been obtained, and 133 cottages have been 
erected by the Council. 

The existing poundage rate in respect of these loans is slightly over 2|rf., and it is estimated 
by the Clerk that if the Scheme under consideration is carried out in its entirety the rate will be 
increased by one penny in the £. 

The total rent received from the 133 cottages amounts to £300 per annum, being at the rate of 
la. 3d. per week per cottage and statute acre; cottages with only half acre attached, li. per 
week. . 

It appeared that these rents are well paid, and that there are practically no arrears. Thirteen 
■of the applications were withdrawn at the Inquiry; in eight instances no evidence was tendered, 
while in about sixty cases there was no opposition. 

In a considerable number of cases the applicants were unmarried, and, except where it was 
■ shown that the applicant was practically the head of a family, and had others deponden^on h.s 
-earnings, I have not recommended these cases. But the Solicitor, Mr. J. P. Carrigan who 
appeared on behalf of the Rural Connell, strongly supported these oases, stating that toe men 
were the very class of labourers it was desirable to keep in the country, and that by otfeung 
them inducements to remain in Ireland they would have less reason to emigrate. 

In very few instances were the applications brought under the Second Seta! ule, 
families were shown to be living in wretched houses, and, it was stated, that some ot the hovels 
which had been condemned as unfit for human habitation under former Schemes, and in lieu of 
which cottages had been erected by the Rural Council, had been re-occupied, and that no steps 
had been taken to comply with the provisions of the Acts m regard to such dwelling. The result 
fslat ap^tions for^ttage* have been made under several Schemes by the tenants who have 
been allowed in the meantime to re-occupy these condemned Houses. 

In the following oases points were raised which I was requested to submit to the Legal Adviser 
•of your Board. ... 

Site No 54 pave 220 of transcript of evidence.-Tlie applicant James : Dwyer, was living 
in abadhouse at the time he made the Representation, but the house had fallen and was 
unoccupied at the time it was inspected by the Medical Otfacer. 

The Representation ~"^“Tr VrgS, “f^ ££ IS 
ti. certificute S sh.„id have bee. in existence at the 
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time the Representation was considered and passed, while Mr. Carrigan, Solicitor for the Council,, 
held that it was sufficient compliance with the Acts if the Certificate was in the possession of the- 
Council before the Scheme was made, viz., 10th May, 1904, the Medical Officer having visited the 
house and given the Certificate between the time when the Representation was adopted and the 
making of the Scheme ; I concuiTed with Mr. Morgan’s contention, and have not recommended the 
application. Similar question arose in reference to Site No. 114, page 351 of transcript. 

Site No. 73, page 266 of transcript. — The applicant, John Kennedy, seeks an extra 
allotment, being already tenant to the Council. He has been a bread-cart driver for five 
years and in receipt of 15s. a week. His son is in the same employment, and no member of 
the family has done any agricultural work for the period mentioned. 

It was contended by Mr. Morgan, Solicitor for the occupier of the lands, that the applicant 
was not an agricultural labourer within the extended definition of Section 93 of the Irish 
Land Act, 1903. Mr. Carrigan argued contra. I have recommended the application. 

After a careful review of the evidence given before me, and a personal inspection of the Sites, I 
am enabled to recommend forty -four cottages and thirty- nine additional allotments. The remaining 
sixty-eight cottages and four additional allotments I disallow, for the reasons given in the final 
column of Enclosure II. to Report. 

There were seven “ cottages ” alternative sites proposed and accepted at Inquiry, and six 
additional allotments, all of which are duly marked on the various Ordnance sheets and passed my 
Inspection. 

I now beg to hand you a detailed statement, showing cottages and additional allotments recom- 
mended and disallowed in the various Electoral Divisions; Special Report on condemned houses 
proved at the Inquiry as unfit for habitation in accordance with Section 17 of the Labourers Acts,. 
1885 Transcript of Shorthand Notes of evidence taken at Inquiry ; and Enclosures Nos. I. and. 
If. to Report. 

The file of papers sent to me in connection with the Schemes I am returning separately. 
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HOLYCROSS ELECTORAL DIVISION — continued. 
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KILRUSH ELECTORAL DIVISION. 

Number Proposed — Cottages, 3 ; Additional Allotments, I. Number Recommended — Cottages, 2 ; Additional Allotmt 



LITTLETON ELECTORAL DIVISION. 
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MOYALIFF ELECTORAL DIVISION, 
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MOYNE ELECTORAL DIVISION. 
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THURLES RURAL ELECTORAL DIVISION. 
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BALLYCAHILL ELECTORAL DIVISION. 


Number Proposed — Cottages, 6 • Additional Allotments, 2. Number not Recommended — Cottages, 4. 


Reference 

Number 

Ordnance 

Sheet. 

Whether 
Cottage 
(C) or 
Additional 
Allotment 
(A.A.) 

Townland. ' 

Owner. 

Occupier. 

REASONS. 

1, O.S. 40 ... 

C 1 

Garrynamona ... j 

Rev. G. Wall, 

Pat. Purcell .. | 

Applicant now in possession of a District 
cottage. 

2, O.S. 40 ... 

c 

Moneydass 

W. P. Hanley 

Thomas Maher ... | 

No necessity. 

-3, O.S. 40 ... 

c 

Clareen 

Col. Regan Lenigan .. 

do. 

Unmarried man, living with his father, 
who is seeking a cottage (No. 5), 

4. O.S. 40 

c 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

No necessity, applicant unmarried and a 
bound servant. 


BA LLYMIJRREEN ELECTORAL DIVISION. 

Number Proposed— Cottages, 2. Number not Recommended— Cottages, 1. 


0 Liskeveen ... Rev. N. B. Milos ... Jeremiah Fitzgerald ... Site interferes with amenity of residence. 


BORR1SOLEIGH ELECTORAL DIVISION. 


Number proposed— Cottages, 12 ; Additional Allotments, 2. Number not recommended— Cottages, 11. 


No. 11, O.S. 34 

O 

Castlequarter ... 

Clement Greene 

James Finn 

The applicant an unmarried man— no one 
depending on him. 


C 

Knockanevin ... 

Mrs. E. M. Ryan 

John Burke 

Wrong schedule, and strenuously opposed. 

„ 14, O.S. 34 

C 

Do 

do 

do ... : 

Withdrawn. 

„ 15, O.S. 34 

O 

Garrane 

Mary O'Connor 

Sir A. Coote 

An injudiciously choseD site inside a plan- 






residence. 

„ 16, O.S. 34 

O 

Coolataggle 

S. J. Harden 

Thomas Williams ... 

Site interferes with the amenity of resi- 
dence of occupiers. 

„ 17, O.S. 34 

O 

Rathmoy 

O. Butler Kearney ... 

John Cooke ... 

The applicant an unmarried man living 
with a farmer, and no one depending on 

„ 18, O.S. 34 

C 

Knockaharney... 

Anne Hanly 

Timothy Ryan 

The site intereferes with tho amenity of 
the occupier’s residence. 

„ 19, O.S. 34 

C 

Ballyroan 

Land Commission 

Marlin Lalfan '.. 

The applicant lives in a house not con- 
demned by M. 0. H. and opposed by 






occupier. 

„ 20, O.S. 34 

O 

Gortalough 

Reps. T. D. Kane 

Mary Ryan 

Do do 

„ 21, O. S. 34 

0 

Borrisland South 

John Kennedy 

Mary Ryan 

Applicant possessed of a house he paid £25 
for. 



Do 


do 





small family. The occupier of lands on 
which sites 21 and 22 are marked has 
been subjected to a deal of annoyance, 
having been boycotted ; and now it is 










though thrown out before by Privy 
Council. 


DROM ELECTORAL DIVISION. 


Number proposed-Oott.ges, 7 ; Additional Allotments, 2. Number not recommended-Cottages, 8. 


No. 26. 0. S. 34 
27, O. S. 34 


Reps. Thomas Watson 


No necessity. The applicant comfortably 
situated for 13 years with a farmer from 
whom he has many perquisites. 

Necessity not established. Applicant has 
a house not condemned by M.O.H. 


Ballyheen 


... Sir John 'Carden 


do 


Necessity not shown. Applicant has a 
house not condemned by M.O.H. 


„ 31, O. S. 34 0 


Fishmoyne 


... R. G. Carden 


do 


The applicant occupies a house for which 
he pays £6 a year, with 1J acres of 
commonage. 


„ 32, O. S. 23 0 

„ 33,0. S. 29 0 


Knockanroe 

Knockagh 


... Peter 0. Westlake 
.. Earl of Orkney 


.. H. Smith 
.. Brooklyn Roe 


No evidence. No appearance. 

No evidence. No appearance. 
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FOILNAMAN ELECTORAL DIVISION. 


Number proposed — Cottages, 4 ; Additional Allotments, 4. Number not recommended — Cottages, I. 


Reference 

Number 

Ordnance 
Sheet. . 

Whether 

Cottage 

Additional 

Allotment 

(A.A.) 

Townland. 

Owner. 

Occupier. 

REASONS. 

No. 34. O.S.39 

0 

Knoclimaroe ... 

Mark Armstrong 

John Ryan 

The applicant an unmarried man and em- 
ployed for the past 8 years with a farmer 
at the rate of £13 a year. 


GLENKEEN ELECTORAL DIVISION. 


Number Proposed— Cottages, 4 ; Additional Allotments, 2. Number not Recommended— 

Cottages, 4 ; Additional Allotments, 1. 


42, O.S. 34 ... 

0 

Rossnamulteeny 

Messrs. Saurin 

Andrew Burke 

The applicant an unmarried man and no 






one depending on him, and employed on 
yearly terms with a farmer. 


0 

Grangelough ... 

Reps. Silven Oliver ... 

Martin Shanahan 

do. 

44, O.S. 34 ... 

C 

Fantano North... < 

do. i ... 

Rody Hogan 

The applicant an unmarried man living 






and jobbing in cattle. 


0 

CuUahill ... 

Reps. John Parker ... 

James Ryan 

The site for this applicant’s cottage should 
have been selected on the lands where 
the applicant has been emploved for 








AA 

Currabaha 

Reps. Silver Oliver ... 

Mrs, Dwyer 

In my opinion the applicant has ample 
land for the time he can devote to it. as 
he appears to do no labour beyond work- 
ing a thrashing machine and dealing in 
oatt.e, the thrashing machine being his 





1 



GORTKELLY ELECTORAL DIVISION. 

Number Proposed— Cottages, 8 ; Additional Allotments, 1. Number not Recommended— Cottages, 6. 


48, O.S. 40 ... 

C 

Ballyboy 

Mark Armstrong 

Thomas Ryan 

Withdrawn. 

49, O.S. 40 ... 

c 

Knockmehill .. 

Reps. William Ryan ... 

Joseph Ryan 

From the evidence adduced, the represen- 
tation has been worked up fraudulently.! 


c 

Coolderry ... 

Geo. E. Ryan 

Geo. Hoolahan 

The applicant is the son of the occupier 
and has quarrelled with his people, who 
put him out of the house. He now seeks 
to get a cottage on his father’s land. 

SI, O.S. 40 ... 

c 

Knoekane 

Stephen Grehan 

Richard Ryan 

No evidence. 

52, O.S, 40 ... 

0 

Rossoulty 

do. 

Daniel Ryan 

The applicant unmarried and no one de- 
pending on him. 

63, O.S. 40 ... 

0 

Goldengrove ... | 

William P. Hanly 

Edward Butler 

The applicant a young unmarried man 
scarcely of age. 


HOLYCROSS ELECTORAL DIVISION. 

Number Proposed— Cottages, 12 ■ Additional Allotments, 6. Number not Recommended- Cottages, 4. 


69, O.S. 47 ... 

O 

Galbcrtstown Lr. 

Land Commission 

Patrick Doran 







man, working and living with the occu- 
pier five years. 


0 

Holycross 

Reverend G. Wall ... 

William Burke 

Withdrawn. 

64. O.S. 47 ... 

0 

Do. 

Reps. John Massey ... 

Thomas Maloney 

Withdrawn. 

66, O.S. 47 ... 

c 

Beakstown ... j 

Elizabeth D. Maunsell 

Edward Butler 

The applicant occupies' a 






way^company, in which he is living forty 


INCH ELECTORAL DIVISION. 

Number Proposed— Cottages, 2. Number not Recommended— Cottages, 1. 


“o es , 4- 

No. 76, O. S. 40 

C 

Lissaroon 

F. Trant 

J Thomas Fanning ... i 

No necessity— applicant fairly housed. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


41 


KILRUSH ELECTORAL DIVISION. 


Number Proposed — Cottages, 3 ; Additional Allotments, 1. Number not Recommended — Cottages, 1 


' : 

Allotment 

(A.A.) 


Townland. 




Occupier. 


Dovea Lower 


F. Trant, 


... Thomas Hicks ... Withdrawn. 


Reasons. 


LITTLETON ELECTORAL DIVISION. 


Number Proposed — Cottages, 4 ; Additional Allotments, 1. Number not Recommended — Cottages, 2. 


81, O.S. 48 ... C Laharden Upper 

83, O.S. 18 ... C Ballydavid 


Land Commission ... | John Fogarty ... No appearance. No evidence. 

Mary E. Braddell ... I Edward Maher ... Withdrawn. 


LONGEORDPASS ELECTORAL DIVISION. 


Number Proposed— Cottages, 3 ; Additional Allotments, 1. Number not Recommended— Cottages, 1. 


87, 0.8. 36 ... 

C 

Boolabeha 

... i D. D. Moloney 

Michael O’Meara ... - 

The applicant an unmarried man, living 






necessity; 


LOUGHMORE ELECTORAL DIVISION. 

Number Proposed— Cottages, 2 ; Additional Allotments, 5. Number not Recommended— Cottages, 2. 


Kilbriekane 

Kilcurkee 


Reps. Rev. C: Alderso 


Mrs. Cambie 
Wiiliam Lallan 


Withdrawn. 

No appearance. No evidence. 


MOYALIFF ELECTORAL DIVISON. 

Number Proposed-Cottages, 5 ; Additional Allotments, 1. Number not Recommended -Cottages, 
Additional Allotments, 1. 


100, O.S. 46 - 

101, O.S. 40 ... 

102, O.S. 46 ... 


Drombane 

Glebe 

Gorteenaphorla, 


1 James Fogarty 
] Phiiip Ryan 


Withdrawn. 
Injudiciously chosen si 


William Bradshaw . 


j James Corcoran ... ] Withdra 


MOYNE ELECTORAL DIVISION. 


Number Proposed-Cottages, 7 ; Additional Allotments, 2. Number not Recommended- 





Reps. Colonel Hunt ... 

Ellen Ryan ••• | 

Certificate defective, being dated after the 

114 O.S. 36 ... 

C 

Moyneard 

adoption of the scheme. In any case 
the doctor does not condemn the house, 
merely alleging insufficient aecommoda- 




F 
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RAHELTY ELECTORAL DIVISION. 


Number Proposed — Cottages, 8 ; Additional Allotments, 1. Number not Recommended — Cottages, 5 ; 
Additional Allotments, 1. 


.Reference 

Number 

Ordnance 

Whether 
Cottage 
(C) or 
Additional 
Allotment 
CA.A.) 

Townland. 

Owner. 

Occupier. 

Reasons. 

116, O.S. 41 ... 

0 

Rossestown 

Mrs. Breen Mulhallen 

Pat Murray 

Necessity not shown. D.O. for the division 
would not support the case. 

117, O.S. 41 ... 

C 

Do. 

Do. 

C. Moloney 

No evidence produced. 

119, O.S. 35 ... 

c 

Athnidmoro 

Reps. Colonel A R. 
Cooper. 

Mary Russel 

After voluminous evidence being taken 
regarding misrepresentation of locality 
of site in the representation form, the 
solicitor for the applicant declared he 
would withdraw the case. 

120, O.S. 41 ... 

0 

Loughlahan 

William Daly 

Thomas Cooney 

Withdrawn by applicant, as he is going in 
for a cottage elsewhere. 


0 

Rahealty 

Reps. George Wallace 

Pat Keogh (Tom) ... 

Withdrawn. The applicant has left the 

123, O.S. 41 ... 


Ballygammane... 

William Daly 

William Cahill 

Withdrawn by the applicant. 


TEMPLETOUHY ELECTORAL DIVISION. 

Number Proposed — Cottages, 13 ; Additional Allotments, 1. Number not recommended Cottar 


126, O.S. 30 ... 

O 

Ballyknockane... 

Reps. Col. R. a. Cooper 

Thomas Cleary 

127, O.S. 30 ... 

C 

Do. 

do. 

Michael Mearn 

128, O.S. 30 ... 

O 

Tullowmaejames 

Land Commission ... 

Martin Geehan 

129, O.S. 30 ... 

O 

Do. 

do. 

Rody Tierney 

131, O.S. 29 ... 

O 

Strogue 

Earl of Orkney 

Michael Connell 

.132,0.8.30 ... 

O 

L i sdalcen and 
Drummin. 

Kildare Robinson 

Timothy M'Cormiok... 

133, O.S. 30 ... 

O 

Do. 

do. 

Michael Maher 

135, O.S. 29 ... 

C 

Strogu6 

Earl of Orkney 

Timothy Maokey 


The applieatioD not supported. 

The applicant was comfortably situated at 
the time of the representation, and left 
his house for no apparent reason. 

No evidence; no appearance. 

The applicant unmarried and no one de- 
pending on him. The Councillor for the 
division would not support him. 

No necessity. The applicant unmarried 
™"n living with his mother who holds 
° on re of land , and this son works it. 


Injudiciously chosen site bordering village 
of lempletouhy. The applicant lias a 
large family— nine children— and is, no 
doubt, badly housed. Case should have 
been brought in under Second Schedule. 

A young unmarried man living with his 


THURLES RURAL ELECTORAL DIVISION. 

Number proposed— Cottages, 4 ; Additional Allotments, 5. Number not recommended— 

Cottages, 2 ; Additional Allotments, 1. 


139. 0. S. 41 
141, O.S. 41 

147.0. 8.41 

0 

0 

A A 

Loughtagalla ... 
Killinane 
Lewaghmore ... 

Reps. L. J. Smith 
Do 

Gertrude Mathews ... 

C. Molony 
Bridget Maher 
John Quinlan 

No appearance. No evidence 
Withdrawn. 

The applicant dead. His son of 19 is now 
the tenant of the cottage and is employed 
on the Railway, having no one but his 
mother. I consider he has sufficient 

TWO-MI LE-BORRIS ELECTORAL DIVISION. 

Number proposed Cottages, 2. Number not recommended — Cottages, 2. 

148, O. S. 42 

149, O. S. 48 

C 

0 

Leigh 

Borris 

Land Commission 
Frederick Kennedy ... 

Thomas Hayes 
Mary E. Braddell 

Wrong schedule ; no necessity. 
Wrong schedule ; no necessity shewn. 

UPPERCHURCH ELECTORAL DIVISION. 

Number proposed— Cottages, 2; Additional Allotments, 4. Number not recommended— Cottages, 1. 

151, O. S. 40 

c 

Doree Common 0. R. Clarke 
1 

Julia Ryan 

Unsuitable applicant, and an unmarried 
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EXAMPLE No. III. 


Report on an Inquiry held under the Labourers (Ireland) Acts in the 
Rural District of Wexford, in November, 1904. 


LABOURERS (IRELAND) ACTS, 1883 to 1903. 


Report on Local Inquiry. 


26 th January , 1905. 

Sir, 

I beg to report that in accordance with your instructions, I held a Local Inquiry regarding the 
Petition received from the Wexford Rural District Council, praying for a Provisional Order to 
confirm an Improvement Scheme made by them under the Labourers (Ireland) Acts. 

The Inquiry opened on 15th November, and lasted until 18th November. 

There was no objection of a general character to the Scheme on the ground of excessive 
taxation or otherwise. 


Under former Schemes 499 cottages were built in the District, and are now let, including an 

allotment of lialf-an-acre, at nine pence per week. 

In only four districts in Ireland have a larger number of cottages been built than in the 
Wexford Rural District, namely : — 


Cork Rural District, 

Macroom Rural District, 
Limerick No. 1 Rural District, 
Kilmallock Rural District, . 


503 cottages. 
518 „ 

520 „ 

722 „ 


Under the new Scheme it is proposed to build 161 new cottages, which are to be provided with 
half-acre allotments. ' 


The loan required for the purposes of the Scheme is estimated as follows : — 


For the acquisition of land for new cottages and allotments, 
„ building new houses, ..... 
„ iencing the plots, ..... 
„ Clerk of Works fees, . 

„ Clerk of the District Council fees, 

„ Solicitors fees, ..... 

„ other expenses, ..... 


£ s. d. 

2,415 0 0 
15.617 0 0 
805 0 0 
402 10 0 
201 o 0 
241 10 0 
442 15 0 


Total, , . £20,125 0 0 


The average cost of a cottage and plot is as follows : — 

Building, ..... 
Fencing, ..... 

Acquisition of land, .... 
Clerk of Works fees. .... 
Clerk of the Council fees, 

Conveyance and Solicitors fees, . 

Inquiry, printing, &c., .... 


£ s. d. 
97 0 0 
5 0 0 
15 0 0 
2 10 0 

1 5 0 
1 10 0 

2 15 0 


Total, . £125 0 0 


The present rate under the Acts is 6£(f. in £1, and if the present Scheme were passed in its 
entirety, an additional rate of 2 d. in £1 would be necessary. 

I held a similar Inquiry in Wexford about three years ago, when I reported on the supply and 
demand for agricultural labour in the District. There does not appear to be anything very 
special to which I should direct the attention of your Board. Having carefully considered the 
evidence and inspected the various sites, I would recommend that of the 161 sites included in the 
Scheme, 141 be allowed and 20 be disallowed. Of the 141 sites recommended, 123 were not 
opposed, 9 were opposed, 8 are for alternative sites, and one is subject to consents, as it does not 
adjoin a public road. Particulars relating to the cases recommended and those not recommended 
will be found in the enclosures. 

At the close of the Inquiry four labourers, whose applications had been rejected by the Council, 
applied to have their eases included in the present Scheme. I informed them that, although in 
two cases they could apparently obtain consents for sites, the Board of Works would not sanction 
a loan for cottages which were not included in the Scheme. I may add that, as the Council have 
already built such a large number of cottages, I think they should be allowed to, use their 
discretion in the cases which come before them. 


The Secretary, 

The Local Government Board, 
Dublin. 
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ARTRAHOH ELECTORAL DIVISION— continued. 


46 


’rinted im< 



BALLYMITTY ELECTORAL DIVISION 
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CARRICK ELECTORAL DIVISION. 
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DUNCORMICK ELECTORAL DIVISION. 
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KILCOWAN ELECTORAL DIVISION. 


KILLAG ELECTORAL DIVISION. 
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KILSCOIIAN ELECTORAL DIVISION. 
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TAGHMON ELECTOR AL|DIVISION. 
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Enclosure (No. 2). 


BALLYMITTY ELECTORAL DIVISION. 


Number Proposed — Cottages, 3. Number not Recommended — Cottage, 1. 


Particulars of Cases not Recommended. 


Reference 

Number 

Ordnance 

Sheet. 

Whether 
Cottage 
(C.) or 
Aflditiona 

Allotment 

(A.A.) 

1 Townland. 

Owner. 

Occupier. 

Reasons. 

3D 0 S 41 

C 

Knocktartan . . 

Col. Tottenham 

N. O'H. Walsh 

The applicant is living in a house which 
has not been condemned by the Sanitary 
Offioer. 

BANNOW ELECTORAL DIVISION, 
Number Proposed— Cottages, 6. Number not I 

Recommended — Cottages, 2. 

6 D 0 S 45 
8D OS 15 

C 

C 

Carrick 

Kiltra 

H. Boyse 
Do. 

J. Furlong 
W. Hayes 

I consider that the proposed site would, 
interfere with the amenities of Mr. 
Hayes’ house. 

The labourer never worked for the occu- 
pier of the proposed site. The farm does 
not furnish sufficient employment for the 
occupier’s three sons who already reside 
on it. Under these ciroumstanees I do 
not consider that it would be fair to 
take this site. 

DUNCORMICK ELECTORAL DIVISIC 
Number Proposed— Cottages, 5. Number not I 

)N. 

tecommended — Cottages, 1. 

13 D O S 46 

0 

Rath 

Lady M. Fitzgerald . . 

Ellen Shudall 

'Lhe applicant lives with his mother, who 
holds 3 acres 2 roods 2 perches (statute). 

KILMORE ELECTORAL DIVISION. 

Number Proposed — Cottages, 12. Number not Recommended— Cottages, 2. 

36 D O S 52 

44 D 0 S 52 

0 

C 

Ballash 

Loughane 

Mrs. D. Moyan and 
Lord Muskerry. 

Margaret Harpur 
N. Hore 

| 

The applicant is living in a house which 
has not been condemned. He has re- 
lor 5 years in his present house 
and has not received a notice to quit. 
The applicant admitted that he was not 
18 years of age. 

Number Propo! 

RATHASPICK ELECTORAL DIVISION, 
sed Cottage, 1. Number not Recommended — Cottage, 1. 

51 D 0 S 42 

C 

Whitestown 

E. Petit . . ; 

E. Petit 

One of the Councillors representing the 
division, stated at the Inquiry that he 
did not consider that the cottage was 
required. 
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KILLINICK ELECTORAL DIVISION. 


Number Proposed — Cottages, 7. 


Number not Recommended — Cottage, 1. 


Whether 
Cottage 
(0 ; ) ° r 1 


57 D O S 47 


I oonsider that the site would interfere 
with the amenities of Mrs. Lett’s house 
and premises. 


KILSCORAN ELECTORAL DIVISION. 

Number Proposed— Cottage, 1. Number not Recommended— Cottage, 1. 


TAC UMSHAN E ELECTORAL DIVISION. 


Number Proposed — Cottages, 6. 


Number not Recommended — Cottage, 1. 


0 Furziestown . . W. Jeffares 


J. Jeffares .. The labourer admitted that he Jwas living 


ARDCAVAN ELECTORAL DIVISION. 


Number Proposed — Cottages 19. Number not Recommended —Cottages, 4. 


96 D OS 37 

0 

Orosstown 

Lady M. Fitzgerald . . 

D. Furlong 

The labourer is living in a house which 
has not been condemned by the Sanitary 
Officer. 

98 D OS 33 

0 

Glasganny 

Hon. Mrs. Deane Mor 
gan and Lord Mus- 

L. H. Carty 

The occupier holds 34J Irish acres, on 
which there is already one o ittago which 
is occupied by the brother of the present 

103 D OS 33 

0 

Poliregan 

Rev. — Hatton 

E. Dixon 

This site is numbered 104 on O.S. The 
original site does not adjoin a public 
road. An alternative site, which adjoins 
a private laneway, was pointed out to 
me by the occupier. The occupier in- 
formed me that the laneway is kept up 
by some farmers who reside at the 
further end of it, and who are opposed 
to the site being taken for a cottage. 

115 D OS 32 

C 

- 

Glasganny 

Hon, Mrs. Deane Mor- 
gan and Lord Mus- 

Reps. Doran 

The farm on which the site is marked 
contains 27 Irish acreB, on which there 
are two houses, one of which has a 
garden attached. From the evidence it 
appears that a Mr. Francis has a large 
farm on which a site might have been 
marked. 


ARTRAMONT ELECTORAL DIVISION. 

Number Proposed — Cottages, 9. Number not Recommended — Cottages, 2. 


in d o s 32 o 


BaUyboggan 


Heps. P. O’Kelly 


. . P. Shortle 


114 D OS 32 


0 Do. 


. . N. Orahan 


Case was opposed. The labourer never 
worked on the farm, and admitted that 
he was not on friendly, terms 'with the 
occupier. 


H 
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GLYNN ELECTORAL DIVISION. 


Number Proposed — Cottages, 4. 


Number not Recommended — Cottage, 1. 


Reference 

Number! 

Ordnance 

Sheet. 


Whether 

Cottage 


Allotment I 
(A.A. 


Townland. 


131 D 


|0 Bulgan 


W. Ry 


Owner. 


r an and others 



There is already a district cottage on this 
farm. I consider that it would have 
been fairer to have selected a site on 
lands on which the labourer is em- 
ployed. 


TAGHMON ELECTORAL DIVISION. 

Number Proposed — Cottages, 7. Number not Recommended — Cottage, 1. 


118 D os n 


If consents could be obtained for an 
alternative site to the opposite side of 
the field or to another field on the same 
farm, I would recommend it. 


WEXFORD RURAL ELECTORAL DIVISION. 

Number Proposed — Cottages, 3. Number not Recommended — Cottages, 2. 


160 D 


161 D 


Mulgannon 


H. J. & S. Gaffney 


N. S. Stafford 


The occupier holds 19 Irish acres of which 
he stated five acres were bog. The 
applicant drives a van and works on the 
farm attached to the Workhouse. I 
think it would be unreasonable to take 
the proposed site. 

The applicant is living in a good house on a 
neighbouring farm on which he is em- 
ployed. 
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THE JUDICIAL COMMITTEE OF THE PRIVY COUNCIL. 


COUNCIL CHAMBER, DUBLIN CASTLE, Tuesday, June 28th, 1904. 


Present : — The Right Honourable the Lord Chancellor, presiding. 
The Right Honourable Lord Justice FitzGibbon. 

The Right Honourable Lord Justice Walker. 

The Right Honourable Lord Justice Holmes. 


The Newcastle Rural District Labourers Order, 1904 (Part 2) and 
the Labourers (Ireland) Acts, 1883 to 1896. 

Counsel for Local Government Board, Mr. George Green, instructed by Messrs. T. T. Mecredy 
and Son. 

Counsel for Rural District Counsel, Mr. Moria/rtj, K.c., instructed by Mr. Wm. Leahy. 

Objection of Richard Woulfe against the erection of a cottage on the townland of Kilkinlea 
Lower, Electoral Division of Abbeyfeale. 

Objection of Simon O’Regan against the erection of a cottage on the townland of Moanleana, 
Electoral Division of Dunganbeg. 

Objection of Daniel Danaher against the erection of a cottage on the townland of Templeathea 
West, Electoral Division of Glenagower. 

Objection of David Cahill against the erection of a cottage on the townland of Cloonyscrehane, 
Electoral Division of Newcastle. 

Objection of David Ahearne to the acquisition of an additional half acre on the townland of 
Knockacraig, Electoral Division of Dromcolliher. 

Objection of Timothy Mulcahy against acquisition of additional half acre on the townland of 
Garryduff, Electoral Division of Garry duff. 

Mr. Green. — There are a number of cases in this Rural District settled. In the first, Richard 
Woulfe, an alternative site has been agreed on. 

Mr. Moriarty. — In this case we are not going on. I can tell you the others. In the case of 
Richard Woulfe there is an alternative site. A letter has been sent by Woulfe to the Local 
Government Board agreeing to the alternative site, and the civil engineer of the district has 
marked on the map the alternative site. 

The President. — That is a matter of consent, and if you hand it in initialled by both parties to 
the Clerk of the Council, that will be done. 

Mr. Moriarty.— So I told Mr. Leahy. In the next case, that of Simon O’Regan, that has also 
been withdrawn, and there is a consent to an alternative site which has been marked by Mr. 
Leahy. In the next case, Danaher, the objection is withdrawn and an alternative site is agreed to. 

The President.— In every case where an alternative site is agreed on, you will have to hand in 
a map with the alternative site initialled by both parties. 

Mr. Moriarty.— It won’t he possible to-day to have them initialled by both parties, because m 
those cases in which it has been withdrawn the man has not come up. 

The President — How has he agreed to the alternative site 1 

Mr. Moriarty.— By letter. He has sent a letter in two of the cases. 

President.— We make the order for the alternative site, subject to the map- 
being handed in to our officer initialled by both parties. 

Mr Moriarty —The next case you will see settled is Cahill. In that case the site has been 
abandoned by the guardians, and I suppose your lordships will make the usual order for the usual- 
sum for payment of the costs of the petition. 

The President. — That is £2 2s. . 

Mr. Condon, Solicitor.— I appear for the solicitor and ask for the usual costs. 

The President.— That is £2 2s. , 

Mr Moriarty.— In the next ca$e, Ahearne, the cottage has been withdrawn, and £1 Is. has 

bee Lord Justice FitzGibbon.— No order is required. It may be struck out. 

I 
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Mr. Moriarty. — In the next case, Mulcahy, an additional half acre is sought, and he agrees to 
give an alternative site. 

The President. — The same observation applies here about the map initialled 
by both parties. 

Mr. Moriarty. — Mr. Leahy says, in the case in which £1 Is. has been paid he would like your 
lordships to make an order, because otherwise they would have no protection for it. 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — Very well. We will order £1 Is. costs. 

Objection of James Cleary against the erection of 3 cottages (107, 108, and 113) on the town- 
land of Templeathea East, Electoral Division of Glenagower. 

Counsel for Objector, Mr. Lynch , instructed by Mr. Daniel Leahy. 

Mr. Lynch. — There are 3 cottages with plots attached upon this holding and 6 non-union 
cottages, there are several large holdings in the division on which no cottages have been built, and 
petitioner says that he is in possession of a farm formerly held by a man named Dalton, who is a 
cousin of Richard White, a district councillor, who has a large farm adjoining on which there are 
no union cottages, and that he had to take up Dalton’s farm to recover a debt, and in consequence 
there is this desire to put a large number of cottages on him because he is Dalton’s landlord. 

James Cleary, sworn, examined. 

1. Mr. Lynch — I understand there are three labourers’ cottages upon your farm already? 

Yes. 

2. How many farms have you ? — Three. 

3. What is the extent of your farm — how many acres? — 146, with the three cottages, on 
Dalton’s farm. 

4. How many in the others ? — 180. 

5. The President. — Irish or English ? — Statute English acres. 

6. Mr. Lynch. — Are there any cottages already on Dalton’s farm ? — Three union cottages. 

7. Are they occupied ? — They are. 

The President — You say in your objection there are 9. 

8. Mr. Lynch. — That includes the other lands; how long have you Dalton’s farm? — 17 or 18 
years, more or less. 

9. It is a farm you had to take up because you were security for a man in the bank ? — Yes. 

10. And were you subject to some annoyance on account of it? — I was. 

11. Are there any large farms around your place with no cottages on them ? — There are most 
of them. 

12. Tell us the names of some of the people? — Wm. Danaher with from 70 to 80 acres, Philip 
Sheehan next to him again. 

1 3. How many acres of land has he ? — About the same, more or less. 

14. Has he a cottage on it ? — No. 

15. Tell us some of the others ? — Mrs. Dalton comes next — the widow Dalton. 

16. Has she a cottage ? — No. 

17. How many acres has she ? — About the same. 

17a Do you know Mr. Richard White? — I do. 

18. Is he a district councillor ? — He is. 

19. How many acres of land has he ? — About the same as usual. 

20. Has he any cottages on his place? — Not one at all. 

21. Is he near this farm of yours? — He is bounding me as I may say. The river is 

between us. There is a farm between him and me, another man named Dalton. 

22. Is there a cottage on that ? — No. 

23. So you are in the happy position of having 6 cottages already on this farm of Dalton’s ? 

24. And it is proposed to build 3 more on it ? — Yes. 

25. You know those people it is proposed to build the cottages for ? — I do. 

26. One of them is a man named Sheehan t — Yes. 

27. Is he living in one of these houses of yours? — It is on the other farm of Leahy’s he 
is living. 

28. He is not living on Dalton's farm ? — No. 

_ 29. He is living on the farm of a man named Leahy which you had to take up in the same 
circumstances. You were surety for him ? — Yes. 

30. And has he a house and 3 acres on Lealiy’s farm ? — Yes, and a haggard besides. 

31. There is a man named Quinn who is one of the people applying? — There is. 

32. Where does Quinn live ? — He lives at present with me on Leahy’s farm in Leahy’s old 
house. 

33. That is another farm ? — Yes. 

34. Where does Ahern live ? — On Dalton’s farm. 

35. So two of these people live on a farm called Leahy’s farm and a third lives on Dalton’s ? 

Yes ; Ahem on Dalton’s and Sheehan and Quinn on Leahy’s. 

36. You say there are several large farms in the vicinity on which there are no labourers’ 
cottages ? — Yes. 

37. Including the farm of this councillor, Mr. White ? — Yes, that is one of them. 

38. You say you believe that this set upon you is due to some extent to the fact that you have 
Dalton’s land ? — —It would look like it. 

39. Mr. Moriarty. — You have given some very surprising evidence here to-day. This land on 

which it is proposed to put the union cottages is not Dalton’s land at all ; do you know that ? 

Sure it is not. 

40. Why did you say it was ? — There are two union cottages built on it. 
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41. Don’t you know you have sworn that the Council propose to put three union cottages upon 

Dalton’s farm because you say they have some spite against you on account of Dalton’s farm ; is. 
not that what you have sworn ? — It is. • 

Is it not the fact that they do not propose these cottages on Dalton’s farm at all but on a farm' 
which you hold 

42. Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — I did not understand he cared very much on which of his farms 
they were put ? — It is on Leahy’s farm it was built. 

Mr. Moriarty. — Mr. Lynch suggested they were seeking to crowd Dalton’s farm with union 
cottages. 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon.— No, but to crowd this gentleman with cottages. 

43. Mr. Moriarty. — You are the largest owner of land in the district ?— That may be. 

44. You hold nearly a thousand acres of land 1 — Not at all. 

45. How many ?— Something over half the thousand, five hundred odd. 

46. Irish acres! — Statute. 

47. Have not you got 700 statute in this particular place ? — I have. 

(Surveyor, Mr. Leahy, explains map to Committee). 

Mr. Leahy. — That (indicates) represents what Mr. Moriarty was speaking of. That is altogether. 
Those are the existing cottages already built by the District Council. The green is an 
additional half-acre to one of them. These tln'ee there are three full acres, three new ones. 

48. The President (to Mr. Leahy). — Are there any other cottages that are not union cottages on 
this place ? — There are some small ones along there. 

49. Is this a regular county road along here ? — Yes, leading from Athea to Newcastle "West. 

Mr. Moriarty. — The additional cottages are six mud hovels which have been condemned as 

insanitary by the doctor. 

50. Mr. Lynch (to Mr. Leahy). — You told my lord the extent of Mr. Cleary’s holding. Kindly 
give the Court some idea of the amount of cutaway bog. 

The President. — You must keep that for cross-examination. This is not on the map which has 
been explained. 

51. Mr. Moriarty. — These six other cottages that you speak of are mud hovels? — They are. 

And they have been condemned by the doctor as unlit for human habitation. 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — Are the three who are now asking for cottages living in these mud 
hovels ? 

52. Mr. Moriarty. — Yes; it is to remove them. (To Mr. Cleary) — You have said to their 
lordships and to the Council here that there is a man called White, a District Councillor, who has 
a large holding adjoining yours, and there is no cottage upon him ; have you said that ?— 1 There is 
no union cottage upon him. 

53. What is the size of your holding ; is not it only 49 acres ? — I don’t know that it is. 

Do you hold nearly all the land in the district ? 

Lord Justice Holmes. — I see it stated here it was 200 acres. 

Mr. Moriarty. — That is a most surprising thing, 

Lord Justice Holmes. — I confess I doubt it very much, because that is not the class of man that 
is selected as district councillor, a man with 200 acres. 

54. Air. Moriarty. — Tell us about this offer of Dalton’s. When did it enter into your head to 
charge the Guardians with spite toward you on account of holding Dalton’s farm ; you did not 
say anything about it at the preliminary inquiry at which you were examined? — I did not. 

55. Now is not it a fact that you are more than 20 years in possession of Dalton’s farm ? — That 
may be. I said it more or less. 

56. Is not it a surprising thing you should charge your neighbours with ill-feeling towards you 
in respect of this holding of which you have been in possession for 20 years ? — I don’t know. I 
had that feeling in my head all through. 

57. You said nothing about it at the inquiry ?— The question was not put at the inquiry. 

You had no objection to these cottages being put on your land ; and after that you are ques- 
tioned, question 3579, page 37 — “ Have you anything to say about Ahern? Have you any objec- 
tion to give him a cottage ? — No, I have no objection to give a cottage to anybody.” Did you 
swear that ? — I don’t think I did. 

58. Was Mr. Hurley, Chairman of the Council, present? — He was there. 

Did he hear you say that ? 

The President. — It is recorded on the evidence. 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — He seems to have been on the point that there was some personal 
objection to Ahern. 

Mr. Moriartv. — I suppose that is it. 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — He was up after a decent time on the page before, he was up again, 
so he was recalled about some objection about Ahern, and he was asked, “ Have you anything to 
say about Ahern ? Have you any objection to give him a cottage ?” and he said, “No, I have no 
objection to ,give a cottage to anybody.” I take it, what he was asked about must have been a 
personal objection to a man. You don’t want us to believe he had no objection to give cottages to 
everybody ? 

59. Mr. Moriarty. — No, but to any of those three labourers who were seeking to get cottages. 
Thei'e is no question that these men, Quinn, Ahei'n and Sheehan, are ordinai'y agricultural 
labourers. (To Witness.) — Are not they living in these condemned houses ? Yes. 

60. The President.— How do these men hold the cottages they are in now?— That is the mud 
cottages ? 

61. Are they your tenants? — £1 5s. 

62. They pay £1 5s. a year for what they have got? — They do. 

63. And they have small gardens about them?— Yes, £1 5s. for the house and the haggards 

with the house. . 

Lord Justice Holmes.— T would like to know something about this gentleman, if there is such a 
man as John Alahony. 

Mr. Lynch.— Before the Inspector, when the Inquiry took place before Mr. Coffey, was there 
an application on behalf of a District Councillor Air. O’AIahony ? 
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Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — About this thing of other people he says now the throe individuals 
we are concerned with are tenants of his own on his own place paying £1 5s. a year for a place unfit 
for human habitation. Therefore, does not it amount to this, he ought either to make the places 
they have fit for human habitation or the guardians ought to make them for them ? 

Mr. Lynch. — I think he is a little bit confused. 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — Is he confused about the fact that they pay £1 5s. a year ? 

64. Mr. Lynch (to witness ) — Where is Quinn living at present ? — In a slated house, not in a 
mud cabin at all. 

65. Is that the slated house that Mr. Leahy, who formerly had the farm, used to live in ? — 

66. How many storeys high is it?— One storey high. 

67. Is it a good house? — A very good house. 

68. Do you know Mr. O’Malony, District Councillor 1 - Yes. He is living in one of tile cottages 
on my farm. 

69. Is it one of the union cottages ?— It is one of the union cottages. 

70. Was there an application before Mr. Coffey. Inspector, on the part of the District Council 

to increase Ins plot from half an acre to an acre ? There was. 

71. What became of that? — It fell through. 

One of the people living in those union cottages is a man named O’Mahony. He is a District 
Councillor. One of the applications before Mr. Coffey, Inspector, was an application by O’Mahony 
to have the plot attached to his dwelling increased from half an acre to an acre. That, apparently, 
fell through, because, apparently, nearly all those applications fell through for the reasons that will 
appear in tne report I will open to your lordships in a moment. I cannot open it on the direct 
examination of this witness, but your lordships will hear it in a little while. 

Mr. Moriarty. I don’t know that I really have any case to meet here, my lord. I can produce 
the doctor to show that the place these people are living in is unfit for human habitation. I have 
John O Mahony here. He is an ordinary agricultural labourer, and as such, I believe, is eligible 
to be as a District Councillor. 

Lord Justice Holmes.— He is a member of the Board of Guardians? 

Mr. Moriarty. — I believe he is. 

thS°? rd JnStiCe Holmes — If so > 13 not he making a contract with himself? What is the result of 


Mr. Moriarty. I believe there is some way of questioning the validity of the letting. There may 
be a penalty. I don t know. But the three ordinary labourers, Quinn, Sheehan and Ahern, are 

living m the condemned cottage on this man’s land. The statute says they are entitled to 

, Mr ‘ ,y nc f; P a » e 25 it goes on about the cottages in Newcastle West. Whole numbers of 
them, according to the report of the Inspector, are in the occupation of people who are not labourers 
at all, and he points out there the gross abuse to which the Act is subjected in the district, and 
your lordships will see as these cases develop that a man named Rowan wrote to the Local 
Government Board complaining of the administration of the Act in Newcastle West, and he said 
this, that as far as the administration of the Act was concerned that it was nugatory as reo-ards 
labourers, and they sent down to the District Council to know what they had to say, and what 
oq? Xt WaS , true ’ and y° ur lordships will find that at page 30 of the report. Question 

„ 1S ’ ere was a letter read from the Local Government Board on that day requesting the 
Councils observations on a letter received from Richard Jordan ?— There was.” 

The President. Why did not you open this as part of your case ? 
t i 1 1 i. nC ^‘ 1 C °^ d not , S ive affirmative evidence of this except by referring to this., Perhaps 
I should have opened it. It was my fault. I ought to have done it perhaps, but I did not like 
Murphy^-^-” 16 At ^ ^ Says at C > “ The unquestioned testimony of District Councillor 

The President.— Are not you going to read anything before that ? 

Mr. Lynch.— At the end of page 24—“ The fact that the members of the Council were fully 
aware that m making so comprehensive a scheme they were exceeding their borrowing powers 
but that in face of this they have deliberately applied for an impossible loan, thereby giving false hope 
and expectations to numbers of labourers and throwing on the Inspector and the Local Government 
Board the responsibility of disallowing as a necessity a large number of the applications, however 
strong might be the evidence in their support. The evidence of the really able and highly 
respectable chairman that there was some labourers included in the scheme who under no circum- 
stances would get a cottage. Comment on this is unnecessary beyond the expression of my view that 
the proceeding was unjust to the labourers, unfair to the Inspector holding the inquiry, and certainly 
not very creditable to the Council. The unquestioned testimony of District Councillor Murphy and 
ex- is net Councillor White that the Council did not really consider either the reasonableness of the 
representations or the equity of acquiring the particular sites suggested but fell in with whatever the 
labourer pointed out. The culpability of the Council in allowing a number of cottages at Knock- 
bane in the Newcastle Electoral Division to be occupied before possession was handed over bv 
tue contractor The knowledge that in most if not all the Electoral Divisions there has been a 
leprehensible abuse of the provisions of the Act by allowing the tenancy of cottages to pass into 
the hands of non-agncultural labourers. The following are some specific instances of abuse as 
regar s enancy of the cottages.” Then he gives a whole list of them, naming occupants who are 
a leman, a carpenter, a carpenter, a seller of oranges, a railway worker, a mason, a carpenter 
rf °ic '7 0n ? an knitting stockings, a carpenter, and with reference to a case of 
Koadtord, he says, “ at an investigation of the tenancies held by the Council 


carpenter at 
considerable time 


since I observe that an order was made for the dispossession of this tenant, but the order" has 
evidently not been acted on as he is still in occupation." If you look at page 30 you will see 
thafbt n tbe7 Ar ® th ® ^ttages occupied by agricultural labourers?— We had an inquiry into 
f 7 ouncil and they went minutely into every case, and they found there were onlv a 
few who were not agricultural labourers aud dispossessed those " ; then 28a— “ Have you besfde 
TV,rl he mmU , !! ° f the . Local Government Board of the 18th of April, 1901 ? -Yes, I can »et it 
was a etter read from the Local Government Board on that day requesting the Council’s 
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observations on a letter received from Richard Jordan ?— 1 There was. What was the ruling on 
it? — lhat the statements in the letter were correct. But how if the statements in the letter as 
you admit are correct — this says that, ‘ no labourer has a chance of getting a cottage ; it is only 
those who can make influence with a District Councillor ’ ? — That is a matter for the District 
Council.” 

Mr. Moriarty. — I cannot see how that touches the merits of this case. 

The President. — Have you read all you want to read ? 

Mr. Moriarity. — I submit there is nothing in it touching the merits of this case. 

The President. — J don’t know whether you have read all this report. 

Mr. Lynch. — I have read it all, but I don’t wish to trouble the court. 

The President — That is not an observation to use because it is not a question of trouble in a 
matter of this kind. It is a most important inquiry. 

Mr. Moriarty. — He means there is nothing further to be read. 

The President. — I don’t agree with you. 

Mr. Lynch. — At page 25 in continuation of the report he says : “ In view of these multiplied 
instances of abuse it will be a matter for consideration whether the Council can be authorised to 
carry through the. present scheme until such time as they have satisfied the Board that they have 
taken effective steps for the correction of existing irregularities in the letting and tenancies of 
cottages. Having regard to the narrow margin at the command of the District Council for any 
further exercise of the powers conferred by the Labourers Acts I strongly urged on the Chairman 
both in his examination and in private conversation the desirability of abandoning so much of 
the present scheme as referred to the additional allotments. He and other of the more intelligent 
members of the Council are fully sensible that a mistake had been made in including acre plots 
on a previous scheme but having given some labourers the larger area they felt unwilling or 
perhaps unable to resist the clamour for additional allotments.” He adds “ I think the mistake 
is much more serious than even they recognise. As a rule Councillors have no very intimate knowledge 
of the housing conditions outside their own particular neighbourhoods but on a very general and 
careful inspection of the whole district I am satisfied that there are -and will be even after this 
scheme — large numbers of mud hovels which it would be in the highest degree desirable to replace 
by district cottages. It seems a pit}' in view of all the circumstances that so very substantial 
a sum should be applied to the purchase of land for additional allotments while many labourers 
are still living under wretched conditions and when the borrowing power of the Council is so 
closely approaching the vanishing point. At best my experience is that this additional allotment 
is by no means an unmixed blessing and all through the Newcastle district the prevailing idea 
with the tenants of district cottages — of whom by the way a very large proportion are men well 
into years — seemed to be that they wanted the additional plot for their support, as if all question 
of doing agricultural work for hire were out of consideration.” And he goes on further and adds 
“ I have found labourers occupying houses with which they have no well grounded cause of 
complaint basing their claim to a union cottage on one or more of the following reasons ‘ I have 
no security in my present home,’ ‘I want a plot of ground,' and ‘ my present house is none of 
.my own.” 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon, — I presume the gentleman who signed that report did his duty by 
reporting against any of the cases to which those things applied. As a matter of fact how many 
•cottages are now before us ? How many were passed? 

Mr. Lynch. — I don’t know how many were passed but there are petitions against five or six 
cottages in the scheme. I know he rejected all the proposals for increasing the plots. 

The President. — I don’t know why you are not reading — “ On a very careful consideration of 
the evidence and all the circumstances surrounding the scheme I am able to recommend 100 
cottages and 1 25 additional allotments, though the latter I am very reluctant to include ” — he 
gives the reasons on the preceding page in a passage you have read. 

Lord Justice Holmes. — Can any one tell me how many cottages were in the scheme? 

Mr. Green. — Two Hundred and Seventeen were proposed and Ninety-nine were authorised. 

Lord Justice Holmes. — What would occur to me is this. This gentleman has given a very 
..strongly worded report — I have no reason to believe at all too strongly worded— as regards what 
he saw, but if after making that report he had approved of the entire scheme I would have said that 
he was very inconsistent, but what he seems to have done was, with a considerable amount of reluct- 
ance but I am sure at the same time with a great deal of care he selected 99 from more than 200, 

. and I don’t think we could say as regards all of those 99 that they ought to be rejected, and we must 
deal with each of them upon the merits. Then the question arises as regards the particular case 
before us. What appears in the case before us is there are three labourers’ cottages upon a very 
considerable tract of land and they want to put three more. 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — 1 think this is a matter for the Local Government Board. We 
ought to know what action the Local Government Board have taken or what observation they 
have to make upon a report of this kind and yet this case was issued as if there were nothing at 
all out of the ordinary course. That is for the Board. 

Mr. Moriarty. — It is very hard for me in the particular case. 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — No one appears to have been briefed, either the Local Government 
Board or the opposition, as to what is in this report against you. 

Mr. Green. — The Board have put into their order such cottages as the Inspector recommended. 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — Have they made no observations on this report ? 

Mr. Green. — No. 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon.— They never allow it in any way to bear on the question whether 
these applications coming forward hex - e are to be passed or not ; is that what they call controlling 
the action of the Boards through the country 1 

Mr. Moriarty. — I have heard since I entered the room that the general observations which were 
made by the Local Government Inspector refer to a condition of things that does not at present 
■ exist. 
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Mr. Green. — I understand that for each case in which existing cottages were abused there was- 
a cottage rejected, so that if there was a labourer requiring a cottage in each of those cases they 
say that the District Council can put him into one of those cottages. 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon — Was any action taken about the contrast between the rents paid for 
those cottages and those paid for the mud hovels in the district ? 

Mr. Green. — I am not instructed. Of course your lordship is aware that the Local Government 
Board have no power over the rents. That is purely a matter for the District Council. 

Lord J ustice FitzGibbon.— I am quite aware of that, but if there is any foundation for the 
statements made by the Inspector the mode of dealing with these cottages with regard to rent 
seriously effects the sufficiency of these cottages to supply the wants of the neighbourhood. In 
other words, it is a matter directly bearing on whether they should sanction any more, and they 
don’t appear to have even made any remark on it. 

Lord Justice Holmes. — We are dealing here with particular petitions, and if we were to dis- 
allow on a general principle one particular cottage or three particular cottages, we might for all 
we know be disallowing the most meritorious of them all. Therefore, as regards the three cottages 
before us we must hear the case on them. 

The President. — We must hear the petitions before us. 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — How far is it the case that the people for whom these allotments are 
now asked upon the lands of the objector are the same people who are already living on his lands? 

Mr. Moriarty. — I understand the case to be this: Three men called Quinn, Sheehan, and 
Ahern — they are three men living in three condemned hovels on the land of James Cleary. 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — Is it for them that these allotments are asked ? 

Lord Justice Walker.— Then they can throw down the other three. 

Lord Justice Holmes.— There is no dispute as regards two of them. He says Quinn is living 
in a different sort of place altogether, in a slated house. 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — It would occur to me that in any case in which you show there is a 
man living on this land of Cleary's in a place that has been condemned as unfit for human habi- 
tation, and what you are doing is providing a labourer’s cottage for him — he being a labourer 

that ought to satisfy the court that no matter what your misdeeds in other cases, vou would be 
acting quite right in that. 

Mr. Moriarty. — Further, if a man is living in a cottage without land attached, the guardians 
are entitled to provide him with a cottage with a suitable allotment of an acre. 

Lord Justice Holmes. — What I want to know is about this man Quinn. 


Timothy Quinn sworn, examined. 

72. Mr. Moriarty. — How long have you been working with Mr. Cleary?— I was working the 
last two harvests. Then he turned me away in the winter and would give me no employment. 

73. When did he turn you away ?— On the 26th of November, myself and three other labourers. 
He never called either of us back. 

74. Lord Justice Walker. — Was that after the representation ? — Yes. There is no more objec- 
tionable house from Dublin to Athea. There is no more dislocated room in the whole of Ireland. 
As the storm broke the roof I went into a condemned house. My brother was sick with rheumatic 
fever, and there is another brother of mine married in this mud hovel. 

75. Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — We thought your house was a slated house?— I took this other 
house. Some of it is slated. The water is pumping up through the floor. 

76. Mr. Moriarty. — Were you working last winter making fences? — Last winter making 

fences for Mr. Cleary. “ 

77. Mr. Lynch. — Are you living in a slated house or a mud cabin ? — I am living in a slated 
house, some of it. 

78. Lord Justice Walker. — Part of it is slated ? — Yes. 

79. Mr. Lynch. — How long have you been living there ?— Since last September. 

80. Mr. Cleary has sworn it is as good a house as he is living in himself ? — That is a mistake. 

81. You are a horse trainer at present? — No, I am an agricultural labourer. 

82. Did you refuse to work for Cleary at the end of last year ?— No. 

83. How is it you left his employment ? — He would give me no employment. I asked him for ' 

employment about the 1st of December and the last time I. asked him was the 6th of January 
and he would, give me none. J 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — At page 47 here is what the Inspector says in reply to the objection 
that there are large farms on which no cottages were erected — “ This point was not raised at the 
Inquiry, and in view of the extent of land held by the Petitioner, and the fact that at least two 
of the applicants live in wretched houses on his lands to acquire the three additional sites did not 
seem to me unreasonable.” You have already heard what has’ fallen from the Council with 
reference to these two, so confine yourself to showing if you can show that this man’s present 
house is a proper house. r 

Mr. Lynch. — You will permit me to examine Mr. Cleary about that. 

Lord Justice 1" itzGibbon. — He was asked about that already. 

84. Mr. Lynch (to Witness). — What house did Dr. Ambrose see %— He saw the mud hovel. 

85. Did he ever see the house you are living in now ? — Yes, every day he goes to Athea. 

Mr. Lynch. — Although Cleary offered Ahern a good house and offered to do anything he would 
like he would not have it. All he would have is a labourer’s cottage. 

Mr. Green. — Your Lordship was asking if the Local Government Board took any action with 
regard to this report. I now find they have a minute on the subject forwarding this report to 
the District Council, calling attention to the matter mentioned by the Inspector, and saying that 
subject to the settlement of the matter of alternative sites, they would give instructions for the 
preparation of a Provisional Order for the Scheme, but they wished the Council to understand 
clearly that before issuing the Order they would require to be furnished with a report showing 
exactly what steps had been taken to put the tenancies in each of the numerous cases of irregularity 
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already detailed into conformity with the requirements of the law. They have also called their 
attention to the fact of the rent being inadequate, and have pressed the Council very strongly to 
readjust the rents of the cottage so as to make them approximate more closely to the value of the 
benefits conferred and decrease the burden on the ratepayers of the district. 

The President. — Has anything been done ? — What is the date of that ? 

Mr. Green. — The 1st of October, 1903. 

The President. — What has been done since ? 

Mr. Green. — I don’t think we have been furnished with a report since. 

The President. — Did you get any reply ? 

Mr. Green. —What they say is they require to be furnished with a report before they issue the 
order. 

The President. — Has it been doing anything else? 

Mr. Green.— 1 understand Mr. Coffey was sent down to report. 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — Before the issuing of this Order 1 

Mr Green. — The Provisional Order. Mr. Coffey was sent down to report, and did report that 
they had complied with the requisition of the Board. 

Lord Justice Walker. — 'Where does thac appear? 

Mr. Green . — l am informed of it by the officer of the Board. Mr. Coffey’s subsequent report. 
He says — “ There is little doubt that the facts elicited by me at the Inquiry failed to establish the 
legality of the tenancies complained of in my general report of July 14th, but having now made 
exhaustive inquiries as to the circumstances of the condition of labour of the occupants of the 
cottages, I am satisfied the}' may be all regarded as legal tenants, taking into view the extended 
definition included in Section 93 of the recent Land Act. Of course, it is very difficult under the 
circumstances to determine the exact wages accruing in some of these cases, but I am fairly 
satisfied that in no instance does the average hire for the year exceed fifteen shillings for the week. 
A case which caused special anxiety was that of J ohn Sheehan, in Cleanglass Electoral Division, 
who said at the Inquiry he occupied a farm. Documentary evidence has been produced to me to 
show that Sheehan’s son is the real occupier ; that he being away, his father works the land for 
his hire just as for any other farmer. Of the nineteen cottages in Knockane, one is occupied by a 
farmer, two by van drivers, &c. ; in no instance did the wages exceed fifteen shillings a week 
altogether - . Therefore, I recommend that the Provisional Order may be issued without further 
query.” That was Mr. Coffey’s report made after subsequent inquiry. 

The President. — In this particular case I ?m not going into the general topics which are urged 
with a great deal of force in this report, but this case is one relating to a very considerable farm in 
which there are three condemned houses, and in place of these they seek to erect on the same farm 
three good houses ; that seems to be a correct attitude to take. 

Mr. Lynch. — With regard to the house that Quinn occupies at present, our case is that it is a 
good house, and not a mud cabin at all. 

The President. — We have the doctor, who is a very intelligent gentleman. 

Mr. Lynch — I submit that Quinn does not come within the definition “ agricultural labourer.” 

The President. — It is very elastic, if he works at all. 

Mr. Lynch. — He is in a cottage with a little plot of land attached to it, but he has in addition 
an acre aud three perches of land separate from that. That is more land apparently than is 
contemplated by Section 93 of the Land Act in defining the labourer. 

The President. — We will consider that. He would be a tenant then. But if there is any 
dispute that these houses have been properly condemned we will hear Mr. Moriarty. 

Mr. Moriarty. — The Council desire me to say something in reference to what Mr. Lynch says, 
and perhaps at another time, when this particular Inquiry is over, you would allow me to say 
something upon a general charge of this kind, which I think is quite unfounded, and is made 
without any notice. We have got here a minute-book showing what was done when they read the 
Inspector’s report. 

The President. — We will hear any general statement, but we are not going to investigate this. 
It is not our duty ; we have not the materials, and we will confine ourselves to dealing with each 
case on its merits, and will report in each case according to what is just. I mentioned to Mr. 
Lynch the broad attitude that struck me in this case ; if this large farm had three condemned 
houses on it, which it was sought to replace by three proper houses, this was prima facie a correct 
attitude to take in reference to the administration of the Act. 

So. Mr. Moriarty. — With reference to Quinn I am instructed he was living in one of these 
condemned hovels up to the time he was displaced by Mi - . Cleary, because he was one of the three 
persons seeking to get a cottage. Since then he was let into some place without any tenancy, into 
what Mr. Cleary calls a slated house. (To witness)— Where have you been living since Mr. Cleary 
put you out of the mud hovel ? — In this old ruin of a slated house. 

87. How do you hold that from him ?— At 6 d. a week. When I took it from him there was no 

door or window in it. . 

88. The President. — But there are some slates on the roof ? — There are some, and I had to try 
to keep the water out. 

It does not seem to be a very showy house. 

Dr. Ambrose sworn, examined. 

89. The President. Tell us about those three houses ? — Those three mud cabins are very bad 

houses, unfit altogether for human habitation. 

90. Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — Has anyone gone back again into the house in which the last 
man was living? — His mother is in it. 

91. It is still used as a habitation ? — "Xes. 

92. Do you know the slated house into which he has gone ?— I was not in it for years. I see 
it every day from the read. It was once a very good house. What condition it is in now I 
cannot say. 

The President. — Which do you say is a fairly good house f 
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93. Mr. Lynch. — This house that is referred to by the doctor. (To witness) — You know 
Leahy ? — Yes. 

94. He was a large farmer ? — Yes. 

95. This house was a good house when you knew it 1 — Yes. 

96. When last were you in it? — I was not in it for sixteen years. 

97. Apparently so far as it looks from the road it does not look like a house with all the slates 
off ? — There was a good many off. 

98. The President. — When did you inspect the three houses? — For the scheme I inspected 
them iu 1902. 

99. Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — When you were making this investigation this man was living 
in a mud hovel ? — Yes. 

He left that. He appears to think he was put out of it because he signed the requisition, but 
what he says is his employer put him into this slated house, he paying £1 5s. a year. His mother 
is still living in the other place which is still used as a human habitation. We can hardly say 
that the place he is in is a labourer’s residence. 

Mr. Lynch. — It is suited for him, only one storey. 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — There is no land attached to the old farmer’s house. I am sorry to 
say that there are a good many in that part of the country. There will be more if the taxation 
goes on increasing as it is. 

The President. — I am satisfied that what the doctor says is true, that the three houses are not 
fit for human habitation. 

Mr. Lynch. — These people would have nothing else but labourers’ cottages. 

Mr. Moriarty. — They are entitled to them. The object of the statute is to give them such 
accommodation. 

100. Mr. Lynch. — I was going to ask Mr. Cleary a question about Ahern’s house. (To Mr. 
Cleary) — You know this Ahern that is applying for the cottage? — Yes. 

101. Had you any conversation with him about a house or giving him a house since he applied 
for the cottage ? — Yes. 

102. Tell the Council what it was? — I said I would give him this house that I gave Quinn if 
he went into it. 

103. Lord Justice Walker. — The same house? — Yes, the same house. 

104. Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — This was the old farmer’s house that was in the place? — It is. 

105. How had it been used before you offered it to the labourers the other day ? — It was locked 
up. There was no recourse to it. 

106 It was empty? — Yes. 

107. How many years was it empty ? — It was not, no, because Mr. Leahy’s son, we did not put 
him out. We left him in the house and his family. 

108. When did he leave it ? — About two years ago. 

109. The. President. — Who was the man you were telling us about — one of the applicants you 
said had got another house and a small tract of land with it, is that one of these three ? — It is 
Ahem. 

Where is he now ? 

110. Mr. Lynch. — He lives in one of these small cottages. (To Mr. Cleary) — Where is the acre 
and three perches he holds ? — Sheehan has that. 

Mr. Lynch. — I submit under the definition of a labourer under Section 93 of the Act of 1903 
that Sheehan is not a labourer, having the amount of land that is described. The expression 
agricultural labourer in the Labourers (Ireland) Acts, 1883 to 1896, and this Act shall include any 
person other than a domestic or menial servant working for hire, whose average wages for the year 
preceding the representation under the Labourers (Ireland) Acts, 1883 to 1896, affecting him did 
not exceed 2s. 6 d. a day, and who is not in occupation of land exceeding a quarter of an acre. 
This man Sheehan has one of these cottages with a plot attached. In addition he has an acre and 
three perches of land, which he has held lor years from Mr. Cleary, and under that definition 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — Is Sheehan one of tlie three ? 

Mr. Lynch — Yes, Sheehan, Ahern, and Quinn. 

Mr. Moriarty. — First of all this matter has not been proved. 

Mr. Lynch. — Mr. Cleary stated it. 

Quinn (the labourer). — Sheehan told me that this portion of cut away bog he got some years 
ago from Cleary at fifteen shillings a quarter, or £3 an acre, and he gave it up to Mr. Cleary last 
March, when his term was up, and Mr. Cleary would not take it from him. 

Mr. Green. — This section of the Act of 1903 has been interpreted so far by the advisers of the 
Board as introducing a new class of labourers, and the limitation of a quarter of an acre does not 
apply to men who were labourers under the old Acts. 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — Yes, butyoujwould hardly give an allotment ef an acre to a man who 
already had more than an acre. I don’t know what the Board is advised that would be in law, 
but it would occur to one that that was an arguable matter. 

Mr. Green. — The only point is this limitation not exceeding a quarter of an acre would appear 
upon the reading of the section to apply to an additional class of labourers that was introduced by 
this section of the Act of 1903, and not to apply to labourers as existing under the old Acts. 

Mr. Lynch — At page 37 of the evidence Sheehan deals with this matter, at question 3402, 
where he is being asked about the land by the solicitor for Cleary. “ Why don’t you give it up 
to him ? — Because I have not the last of it tilled. When will that be? — When you like. You are 
overholding an acre of his land ? — I am paying fifteen shillings a quarter for that and 1 had to 
drain it.” 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon — His case now as presented by Quinn is he was paying fifteen shillings 
a quarter, but he surrendered it. 

The President. — What class do you say that is limited to ? 

Mr. Green. — The new class introduced. The expression agricultural labourer shall include any 
person other than a domestic or menial servant working for hire whose average wages for the year 
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preceding the representation affecting him did not exceed 2s. 6 d. a day and who is not in occupation 
of land exceeding a quarter of an acre. 

The President. — Does not that look as if there was an enlargement of the general definition ? 

Mr Green. — Yes. 

The President. — You say you have been advised it only applies to the new class brought in by 
this Act? 

Mr. Green. — Yes. 

The President. — But does not it appear to be a qualification of the entire definition ? 

Lord Justice Walker. — Occupiers of land over a quarter of an acre in extent would appear to 
be omitted. 

Mr. Green.— I have not advised this construction of the section and it is altogether a matter 
for your lordships, but it would appear that the definition shall include certain persons not formerly 
included. 

Lord J ustice FitzGibbon. — It may be very likely that the definition would not be a cast-iron 
rule, but at all events how can you say it could possibly be within the Act to make an allotment 
to a man as an agricultural labourer of an acre of land who already was tenant of more than 
an acre. 

Mr. Green. — I don’t contend that. 

Lord J ustice FitzGibbon. — If the Board were advised that that was the law it was not 
by you. 

Mr. Green —No, I was only stating what the Board were advised. With regard to the meaning 
of this section of course it is possible that anybody might err in construing a section. 

Mr. Moriarty.— 1 The identical acre of land which the man held and which he wanted to give up 
last autumn is the very acre of land which the Council now seek to give him with the cottage, so 
that if your lordships now sanction this he will only have one acre altogether. The cottage is to 
be built on the very place that he holds. 

The President. — It is not in addition but in substitution. 

Mr. Lynch. — That does not get rid of my point, namely that this man occupies more than a 
quarter of an acre, and he is excluded by the section and not entitled to get a cottage. 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — Mr. Moriarty’s contention would be that this is to erect a residence 
on the farm which he already holds without a house. 

Mr. Lynch. — By a man who is defined not to be a labourer under the Act. 

Mr. Moriarty. — The very questions Mr. Lynch refers to— “Why don’t you give it up to him ? — 
Because I have not the last of it tilled: When will that be? — When you like. You are over - 
holding an acre of his land ? — I am paying 15s. a quarter for that and I had to drain it. Is there 
a word of truth that you are paying him a farthing for it? — I am paying him 15s. a quarter for it. 
Mr. Daniel Leahy, Solicitor — Is that true, Mr. Cleary? — He gives me some work for it.” He 
holds it on the precarious tenure of giving work for it, and it is this very acre of land which it is 
proposed now to give him as a union labourer and to put a cottage on it. 

The President. —Is that the whole case ? 

Mr. Moriarty. — Except that Mr. Leahy tells me this man surrendered this acre of land to Mr. 
Cleary last March and he would not take it up pending this inquiry. 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — He was not bound to take it in March. 

Mr. Moriarty. — That is pending this inquiry in order that he might be able to make this point 
of law. If he was only to hold it while working for Mr. Cleary, and he surrendered it. And 
this evidence was taken in 1902. 

Lord Justice Fitzgibbon. — He was there under regular rent. 

Mr. Moriarty. — To be paid for by labour. From the way in which this case has shifted about 
it is hard to follow it. 

The President. — 1 don’t think Mr. Lynch has shifted about. There are many points of 
view. 

111. Mr. Moriarty. — I had no opportunity of questioning Mr. Cleary. (To Mr. Cleary) — this 
man Sheehan, is that the man we are talking about? — Fes. 

112. He had an acre of ground from you ? — Yes. 

113. He has?— Yes. 

114. Was he to give you work for it? — No. 

115. How much was he to pay as rent for it ? — 15 shillings a quarter. 

116. Was not it in work? — No. 

117. How did he pay the 15 shillings a quarter? — When he was idle he gave me work and so 
on, and at other times he gave me money. 

.118, Was it in money and work he paid you for it? — Yes. 

119. When did his tenancy cease? — It did not cease yet. 

120. It is still going on ? — It is. He would not give it up to me. 

121. Did not he offer to give it up last March ? — No. 

Mr. Green. — I think I ought to call your lordships’ attention to the fact that if this limitation 
in occupation of land not exceeding a quarter of an acre is an absolute bar it would prevent any 
additional half acres from being secured. 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — I don’t think it is an absolute bar. 

The President. — I don’t think it is because to the half acre there is statutable permission to add 
another half acre. 

Lord Justice Walker.— It is by virtue of his status he gets the permission. 

The Pbesident. — We disallow the objection as to two of them and allow it 
as to Sheehan, but we won’t give any costs. 

Loud Justice FitzGibbon. — 107 and 113 are passed, and 108 is 
rejected. 
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Objections of Vincent Nash and Feances Sheehy to the erection of two cottages on 
the Townland of Garbally, Electoral Division of Kilmeedy. 

Counsel for Objectors, Mr. Lynch, instructed by Mr. Robert G assert,. 

Mr. Lynch.— As these are practically the same it would be better to hear the two of them 
together. The objection of Sir Vincent Nash is this, that the owner of the property was not 
served with any notice, and I propose to give your Lordships evidence as to that. 

The President. — We are very reluctant to go into this, but if you prove clearly that there was 
no notice at all — 

Mr. Lynch. — Beyond all question there was no notice. Notice was served on Mr. Welpley, 
land agent over other estates. Mrs. Heunessy is the owner of this land and Sir Vincent Nash is 
her agent. 


— Flynn, sworn : examined. 

122. You are in Sir Vincent Nash’s office? — Yes. 

123. You know Mrs Sheehy, widow of the late Sir George Sheehy ? — Yes. 

124. Do you know who is owner of the land we are dealing with in this Petition? — Mrs. Dr. 
Hennessy. 

125. What is her address? — Fitzwilliam-square or Fitzwilliam -place, Dublin. 

126. Were you served with any notice of this application to take any part of these lands? — No. 

127. Garbally is the denomination? — Yes. 

128. Did you make inquiry into this matter and find whether notice had been served ou any- 
one? — I made inquiry and found another agent had been served who had nothing to do with the 
property. 

129. That is Mr. Welpley? — Yes. 

130. He has nothing to do with the property ? — Yes. 

131. Sir Vincent alone collects the rent? — Yes. 

132. The President. — You got no notice ? — No. 

133. You are one of the principal men in the office ? —Yes. 

134 You are aware of all the notices that go through your hands? — Yes. 

135. You would know all the notices that came into the office ? — Yes. 

136. Would you be in the habit, in the absence of Sir Vincent Nash, of opening the notices 
and seeing them ? — Yes, and as a rule, I am the person sent to make the sites proposed to be taken 
on the property. 

137 . Mr. Lynch. — I suppose you are the principal officer ? — Yes. 

138. Are you in a condition to say from your knowledge of the work of the office that no notice 
was served ? — Yes, because I made inquiry from the other men, and besides I would be aware if any- 
one else was sent because the entry of the expenses would come under my notice. 

139. Who is Mr. Welpley ? — He is agent for another property. 

140. Do you know that he was served?— Yes, I was at his office. 

141. Did you know before the Inquiry that the notice was served on him ? — No. 

142. Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — When did you find out he had got it? — About a week or ten 
days ago. 

143. Not until after the Inquiry was overt — Yes. 

144. Mx\ Moriarty. — I might tell you here what happened in this case. I will only call your 
attention to some of the evidence which was given at the Inquiry, but I will first ask this 
gentleman some questions. Was this Mrs. Hennessy you say is owner of the land, was she a 
Miss Sheehy ?— She is some relation of the family. 

145. Was her name Sheehy? — That I could not say, but she was Mrs. Hennessy when Sir 
Vincent Nash was appointed her agent. 

146. Is it because you know nothing about the family you are produced here ? — I do know, 
because I am sent in the employment of Sir Vincent to investigate holdings, receipts, and other 
matters. 

Mrs. Sheehy is niece of George Sheehy, who was the occupier of this holding. Frances Sheehy 
is widow of George Sheehy. Mrs. Hennessy is the first cousin of E. B. Sheehy, whose represen- 
tatives were served through Mr. Welpley, the land agent, and Mr. E. B- Sheehy ’s representatives 
appear in the valuation book as the owners of this land, and, therefore, within the statute they 
would be the reputed owners for the purpose of the service. Moreover, if your lordships will turn 
to the petition 

The President. — You treat Frances Sheehy as the occupier ? 

Mr. Moriarty — Yes. She is the widow of George Sheehy, Mrs. Hennessy was the niece of 
George Sheehy, of whom Frances is the widow. 

Mr. Lynch. — My friend is wrong about that. 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — How does the service of a person’s first cousin, because she happens 
to be a widow under a different name, make it good service ? 

Mr. Moriarty. — It was Mr. George Sheehy got the notice from Mr. Welpley and he appeared at 
the inquiry, and your lordships will see at page 41, near the bottom of the page, question 6426, 
Mr. Bryan Sheehy, who is now here with George, both got notices. He is cross-examined— “ You 
are the occupier ? — Yes. And you come here now not representing the occupier but the person 
you pay the rent to? — I represent both parties.” That is, he represented the owner as well as 
the occupier. < 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — That is not what brought it in. He is asked “The landlady of this 
land, where the two cottages are proposed to be put upon you is Mrs. Lombard Hennessy ?” to 
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■which he says, “Yes.’ Then he is cross-examined — “ You are the occupier? — Yes. And you come 
here now, not representing the occupier, but the person you pay the rent to ? — I represent both 
parties.” 

Mr. Moriarty. — So he does. 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — You want to make out that the service on the occupier, who says he' 
appeared as occupier, good service on the landlord, because the occupier says he represents the 
landlord. That is not usually the way. 

Mr. Moria-rty. — That is not what I want to make out all. 

Lord Justice Holmes. — Who do you say is the owner of the lands? 

Mr. Moriarty. — The owner of the lands, they say, is Mrs. Hennessy. 

Lord J ustice Holmes. — -Who do you say is the owner ? 

Mr. Moriarty. — We say the representatives of Mr. E. B. Sheehy, for whom Mr. Welpley is the 
reputed agent. 

Lord Justice Holmes. — Who is the individual you say is owner of these lands? 

Mr, Moriarty. — Mrs. Hennessy. 

Lord J ustice Holmes. — Could not you have said that at once ? 

Mr. Moriarty. — I could not say that. 1 can only answer what is put forward by the other side. 
The section of the statute enables the District Council to serve the reputed owner. 

Lord Justice Holmes. — Who is the reputed owner? 

Mr. Moriarty.— The reputed owner is the widow of the late Edward Burke Sheehy. 

Lord Justice Holmes. — What is her name ? 

Mr. Moriarty. — Mrs. Sheehy, but her representative is Mr. Welpley. 

Lord J ustice FitzGibbon. — How does a man’s widow come to be the reputed owner ? 

Mr. Moriarty. — The sou of Edward Burke Sheehy has been made award of the Lord Chancellor, 
and his widow, Mrs. Sheehy, has been appointed by his lordship guardian of the person and property 
of the minor, and Mr. Welpley has been appointed by the Lord Chancellor Receiver in the matter. 
The President. — I cannot in a minute recall all the people under my care. 

Lord J ustice Holmes. — If we are inquiring into the question of service the first question we 
must ascertain is who is to be served ? You say the reputed owner is a lady called Mrs. Sheehy ? 
Then you must show how she is the reputed owner. 

Mi - . Moriarty. — She is the reputed owner because the owner was Edward Burke Sheehy, the 
person appearing in the valuation book in respect of these premises, and he being dead, Mr. 
Welpley is the agent and representative of the widow. 

Lord Chief Justice FitzGibbon. — How did Mrs. Hennessy come into it? 

Mr. Moriarty. — Really I don’t know. 

147. Lord J ustice FitzGibbon. — What is her title to it ? — (Witness). — She appointed Sir Vincent 
Nash. 

1 48. How long has he been acting ? — Six or seven years. 

149. Whom did she succeed ? — I don’t know. She was in possession at the time. 

Lord Justice Walker. — She is the person to be affected by any order made. 

Mr. Moriarty. — I think it was to meet the difficulty when there was a shifting ownership of 
this kind 

Lord J ustice Fitzgibbon. — W as there ? There was not a particle of evidence of shifting 
ownership. 

Lord Justice Holmes. — The only evidence of ownership we have up to the present is that a lady 
called Hennessy has been in possession of the rents and profits for six or seven years. That is 
prima facie evidence of her being owner and of her being reputed owner also. I would say if you 
can displace that it is all right. 

Mr. Moriarty. — Page 82 of the last edition prescribes service of notice on every owner, reputed 
owner, lessee, reputed lessee, and occupier, so far as these persons can reasonably be ascertained, 
stating that such lands are proposed to be taken compulsorily. 

Andrew Bryan, sworn, examined. 

149a. Mr. Moriarty. — Are you Clerk of the Rural District Council? — Yes. 

150. Was it your duty to prepare and cause to be served the notices for the purpose of carrying 
out rliis scheme? — It was. 

151. You took the names from the valuation book in each case? — Yes. 

152. In which you found the occupier and also the immediate lessor?— Yes. 

153. And in this particular case did you find the immediate lessor put down as Edward B. 
Sheehy? — Yes. Edward B. Sheehy. 

154. Did you know that Mr. Welpley was the agent for Mr. Sheehy? — We found he was the 
agent for Edward B. Sheehy. 

155. And for his widow and son since his death? — Yes. 

156. When did he die ? — He was dead at that time. It -was in the rate book the representatives 
of Edward B. Sheehy. 

157. Living in the district did you ever hear of Harriet Lombard Hennessy as being owner of 
these lands 1— No. 

158. Who was reputed owner of these lands in the neighbourhood? — The only one we could get 
at was the one in the valuation book. 

Lord Justice Holmes — What was the date of the service of the notice ? 

Mr. Moriarty — The 13th of August, 1902. 

Lord Justice Holmes — Was the man dead at that time? 

159. Mr. Moriarty . —No, he died in September. (To witness). — And Mr. Welpley was 
served ? — Yes. 

160. And Mr. W T elpley was his agent? — Yes. 

Loi-d Justice FitzGibbon. — And had nothing to do with the place then according to the 
evidence. : 

Mr. Moriarty. — But still he was the reputed owner. 
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Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — A. mancaunot be the reputed owner by persons simply saying he was 
the reputed owner. The gentleman says he had no repute except what he got in the rate-book. I 
suppose probably the thing goes back to a long period, and some share of a child was divided, and 
they having no direct owner to go by still put down the representatives of Edward Sheehy in the 
rate-book. 

161. Mr. Moriarty. — Did Mr. Wei pley acknowledge this notice? — Yes. 

162. And he objected on the part of the various owners? — Yes. 

Lord Justice Holmes. — If you produce Mr. Welpley he may throw some light on it. 

Mr. Moriarty. — The Supplemental Report of the Inspector at page 48 deals with it in this way 
“ The ownei-ship in this case appears to be somewhat complicated, but the District Council served 
the usual notices on the reputed owners the representatives of Mr. Burke Sheehy. Mr. 
Welpley, the agent, acknowledged the receipt of notices, and ‘ on behalf of the various owners, 
dissented.’ ” I would like to ask this man, Bryan Sheehy, who is here, who is opposing the 
scheme, and I dare say has got Mr. Nash to petition against it, a question or two. 

163. Mr. Lynch. — You knew the late Mr. Burke Sheehy? — Yes. 

164. He lived in Drumcolliher ? — In Fort William, in the County Cork. 

165. You knew the late Major Sheehy ? — Yes, he is living. 

166. You knew the late Mr. George Sheehy, whose widow is petitioner here ? — Yes. 

167. Do you still insist on conveying to the Council that the lands of Garbally — it is on the 
lands of Garbally it is proposed to have these sites — do you mean to convey to the Council that 
the landlord of that is Mr. Burke Sheehy ? — I mean to convey nothing only what I have said. 

168. Do you mean to suggest that the landlord of Garbally was Mr. Burke Sheehy? — He must 
have been at one time. 

169. How long ago would that be? — I could not say. It continued in the valuation book so 
png that I don’t know. I could not say how long it continued. 

Bryan Sheehy sworn, examined. 

170. Mr. Moriarty — Are you the son of Francis Sheehy, who is petitioning against the 
cottage ? — Yes. 

171. You appeared at the inquiry ?--Ye3. 

172. Who is Mrs. Lombard Hennessy ? — She is my first cousin. 

173. She was a Miss Sheehy? — Yes, about twelve years ago. 

174. But she still belongs to the Sheehy family? — Yes. 

175. And takes a great interest in it ? — Yes. 

176. And did not you communicate with her the name of the proposed occupant for this cottage 
on her land ? — No, I never communicated. 

177. Did you get notice from Sir Vincent Nash? — No. 

178. What did you do with the notice? — I will explain it. Just the day I was in Newcastle, 
going into Newcastle about these cottages, I saw Sir Vincent Nash, and I asked him did he get 
any notices, and he said he did not. I said the cottages would be on to-morrow, and he said 
“ Anything you can do ; you can oppose on my behalf.” So I came in that evening and asked Mr. 
Welpley did he get any notices, and he said he did. It is Edward Burke Sheehy, Edward Bryan 
Sheehy, and another Edward Bryan Sheehy. There are three Sheehys on that estate since 1870. 

179. Before you went to the local inquiry you saw Sir Vincent Nash? — Casually. 

180. He is the agent of Mrs. Harriett Hennessy ? — Yes. 

181. You told him you were going to Newcastle to oppose the cottage? — No, I beg your 
pardon, I was going out in another case. 

Did not he tell you to oppose ? 

Lord J ustice FizGibbon. — He told you distinctly he did not know whether he had any notice of 
it or not, and that he was to oppose in any case in which he had a notice. 

182. Mr. Moriarty. —Did you tell Sir Vincent Nash that the Guardians proposed to put a 
cottage on your land ? — I won’t answer that question without an explanation. 

183. Lord Justice Holmes. — You have asked him three or four questions and won’t allow him 
to answer ? — I am committee of a case in lunacy, and I went in to oppose two cottages for the 
next-of-kin, and I represent both parties, and casually going out I met Sir Vincent Nash and told 
him this matter was on, so then the two cottages came on. 

184. What did he say? — He said he did not know whether he got notice or not, and he said, 
anything he could do he would do for me. 

185. Mr. Moriarty. — Did not Mr. Welpley when he got the notice send it to Sir Vincent 
Nash ? — Never. 

186. Where did you get the notice?^— I got it from Mr. Welpley. Mr. Welpley has written on 
this notice “ George L. Sheehy. Not on Mrs. Sheehy’s Estate.” 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — The note originally is “George L. Sheehy. Not on Mrs. Sheehy’s 
Estate. Not acknowledged.” How on earth did that make service? Here is the letter 
“Limerick 27th June, 1904; Sheehy’s Estate ; Bryan Sheehy, Esq.; Dear Sir, I enclose notices 
re labourers’ cottages, dated 8th June, 1903, with reference to plots 123 and 128 which have 
been received by me.” That is two days ago. 

Mr. Moriarty. — Did not Sir Vincent Nash tell you he did not know whether he had received 
notice or not ? 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — Surely the other gentleman said the same thing. They discovered 
it was in Welpley’s office, and they sent it to him. 

Mr. Moriarty. — Then Sir Vincent Nash authorised him to appear here and oppose the erection 
of the cottage. 

The President. — N o one is to blame. It is just one of these mistakes that 
sometimes honestly occur, but the objection taken by Mr. Lynch in the 
performance of his duty appears to be well founded. Therefore we cannot 
go on with the case. I suppose we must allow the objection with costs. One 
set of costs in the two cases. 
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Petition op W illiam Colbert against the erection of a cottage on the Townland of Templeathea 
West, Electoral Division of Glenagower. 

Counsel for Objector. Mr. Jefferson, instructed by Mr. John Condon. 

Mr. Jefferson. — The Petition sets forth that the applicant, a man named Timothy M'Coy, is an 
unmarried man ; that he does not require a cottage ; that he at present lives in what is a good 
habitable dwelling-house ; that he had a good habitable house on Petitioner’s land, but left it to 
go reside with his mother ; that he would be an undesirable tenant for a cottage, as he has 
frequently been in trouble with the police authorities, and has frequently been convicted of 
drunkenness and assault, and that he actually assaulted Petitioner in the present year, in the 
month of April ; that already on Petitioner’s and other holdings there is sufficient house accommo- 
dation ; that the field in which the cottage is proposed to be erected is used as a training ground 
for young horses ; and that Petitioner would suffer great loss if it were taken from him under the 
Scheme. The way the matter stands is — Petitioner, Mr. Colbert, has undoubtedly a large farm of 
land there, but on that farm he has at present seven labourers’ cottages. Six of these labourers’ 
cottages are at present occupied ; five of them by men who are in the constant employmen t of Mr. 
Colbert himself, and who gives employment the whole year round. The sixth cottage is in the 
occupation of the widow of an old labourer who died in his service, and whom he does not wish to 
turn out as long as she lives, though she is not an agricultural labourer. The seventh cottage, as 
he will tell your lordships, is really a good cottage, slated, with good accommodation, and he is 
unable to get labour for it. And this man actually lived in a cottage on Mr. Colbert’s land, and 
he left it to go live with his mother. The mother and the applicant in this case, and another 
brother of his called Thomas M'Coy used to live on Colbert’s land, and Thomas M'Coy has applied 
to get a cottage under the present Scheme, and, as I am instructed, he and his mother also, and 
Timothy M'Coy, the present applicant in this case, are all living in this new cottage together, and 
work the thing together, and Thomas M'Coy is also in Mr. Colbert’s employment, but he is not a 
desirable man either. 


William Colbert, sworn, examined. 

187. Mr. Jefferson. — How many acres of land do you farm round about Athea? — About 380 
statute. 

188. I think a great deal of it is mountain land ? — Yes. 

189. How many labourers’ cottages have you on your land ? — I have seven. 

190. How many are at present inhabited ? — Six. 

191. Are five of them inhabited by agricultural labourers — men who are in your employment? 
— They are. 

192. In constant employment ? — Yes. 

193. The sixth is occupied by an old woman? — It is. Her husband died, and I did not wish to 
remove her as long as she would live. 

194. The seventh cottage is unlet? — It is a good slated cottage, two storeys high. 

195. Who built these cottages ? — I built the whole of them. 

196. How long ago ? — At the time of the first Scheme. They wanted to put three cottages on 
me. 

197. They are all built since 1886 ? — Yes. 

198. How much did you expend on these cottages on an average ? — One is a large cottage, two 
storeys ; it cost a couple of hundred pounds. 

199. The other six — -what did they cost on an average? — Between £60 and £70. 

200. Are they in good sanitary repair? — 'They are plastered inside, and very comfortable 
houses, and they are flagged, and the bedrooms are concreted. 

201. This man, Timothy M'Coy, for whom they require the cottage, has he been working for 
you? — Very indifferently. He would work on an average about two days in the week, never 
more than three days in the week. 

202. The President. — Would he be resting the rest of the time ? — He is addicted to drink. 

203. Mr. Jefferson As a matter of fact has he been convicted several times of drunkenness 

and assault? — Yes, and he assaulted myself lately. 

204. Was he drunk at the time ?— He came in the evening when the men were going away 
and wanted to feed the horses in the yard, and I got word he was outside feeding the horses. 
The horses were fed at the time, and I followed him and removed the feeding away. I did not 
want to give two feeds to the horses. I told him to go home as the men were leaving for then- 
homes. He asked me was he drunk, and I said “ The work for the day is done. Go to bed and 
sleep and come up in the morning.” He said he was not drunk at all, and I was drunk. “ You 
know very well,” said I, “ I was never druuk except from spring water, because I take no 
drink.” 

204a. What did he do? — He followed me into the dwelling-house into the kitchen, and went 
through the house, and I went to get into the yard for fear he would feed the horses. He was 
shoving me about in the kitchen and stables, and I told him finally I would send for the police 
if he did not get away, and only then he went away. He did not return to work since. 

205. Lord Justice Holmes. — Did you summons him for that? — No ; I am thirty years a large 
■employer and I was never in court with a servant, and I lived on the best of terms with them 
always. 

206. Mr. Jefferson. — You are a magistrate of the county yourself? — Yes. 

207. Where is this man living — where is the house his mother and himself live in ? — He is 
living in another electoral division where he always lived, and his family formerly — my electoral 
division in Glenagower. 

208. Do you know the house in which he and his mother live ? — Not very well. I was never 
in it. 

209. Had he lived on your land, he and his brother Thomas and his mother? — For some years 
yes. 
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210. When clid he leave ? — He left some four years ago. 

211. Can you tell me the reason that they left; did they quarrel with the neighbours? — They 
lived in a cottage, and they quarrelled with the workmen who were living in the other end of it, 
and they were going to the petty sessions very often, and they took me into it as a witness. 

212. As a matter of fact, one of them, Thomas, has fourteen convictions against him — the last 
on the 28th of April last? — Yes. 

Lord Justice Holmes.— Is that the man looking for the cottage ? 

212a. Mr. Jefferson. — No, his brother. There are three convictions against the man seeking 
the cottage on the 5th of September, 1900, for being drunk, a fine of 2s. 6d. or 7 days ; the next 
is for an assault on a relative of this man, Winifred Dempsey — who is she ? — She is a cousin 
of my wife’s. 


213. And he is sentenced to be imprisoned in Kerry Jail for a period of one calendar month, 
to be kept to hard labour, on the 28th of November, 1900. The next conviction is also of the 
same date for assault on Daniel Hickey — he is sentenced to one calendar month’s imprisonment to- 
run concurrently : who is Daniel Hickey ?— He is a brother to Winifred Dempsey. 

214. You told us you have a vacant cottage? — Yes. 

215. Have you been trying to get a suitable tenant for that?— I have. 

216. Lord Justice Holmes.— Is that the large cottage ?— No. 

217. Is that the one you laid out £60 or £70 on ? Yes. 

218. Have you a tenant for the big one ? — I have set all only that one. 

219. Mr. Jefferson. — All occupied by your own labourers? — Yes. 

220. You give these cottages free to your own labourers 1— Yes. I never got a penny 
rent. All they give me is the preference of their labour. I give them ground for pi" S and 
geese ; I give them horses to go to fairs, and gardens for cabbage and potatoes : and I give them 
milk and everything to accommodate them. 


221. President. How much land have you ? — I have two farms. One is 149 statute and the 
other is about 230 statute acres. 

222. Mr. Jefferson. About 380 statute acres. You know where they propose to put this 
cottage on you ; I believe you have gone in for breeding horses lately ?— Yes. 

223. In that field do you train these young horses?— Yes— the best class of hunters. 

• i lfc a ^at ? — Yes ; the portion adjoining the road is a black surface, and 

“ ^* e on 'y one at tlus time of tlie year a horse could gallop in. The other portion is not fit just 


225. As a matter of fact, how many young horses have you in your possession at the 
present moment ? — I have twenty-six, young and old. 

226. Mr. Moriarty. — Your objection at the inquiry was on the ground of the character of this 
young man, was it not ?— Maybe it was. 

• m! 7 ' -D id - ?° U rCad the Su PP lemental Report, page 47 ? — I did not read that Report. 

The Petition states that the proposed tenant of the cottage and plot on Petitioner’s lands 
would not be a desirable one for him, as he has been frequently in trouble with the police 
authorities. The answer to that in the Report is— “ Up to the end of 1900, the applicant, though 
in the employment of Mr. Colbert, who is a Magistrate of the county, appears to have been 
intemperate, and when under the influence of drink quarrelsome, but for the last three and a half 
years his conduct appears to have much improved.” 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — What was the date of this performance in the stable? — The 
26th of April last. 

non is, smce t5ie report there is a relapse ? — He was drunk since, though not convicted, 
n Tr ‘ Moriarty. The second point in the Inspector’s report is— “ The house accommodation 
on Petitioner s holding would, according to his own evidence, be only available for a labourer 
whose wife would be bound to assist in the milking of his cows.” Then, as to the third point 
about the field being used for training young horses, he says — “ There was no evidence on this 
head at the Inquiry, and 1 do not think the objection is substantial ; the field on which the 
cottage is proposed to be built is a very large one, and, as a matter of fact, when in the district 
recently I saw Petitioner’s horses being trained in a different field. This may be simply 
accidental, but the fact remains.” This young man is the worst young man in the world?— You 
say a different field. It is in the one field always, because I have no other field. There is a 
passage running through the field. 

7 0un o man a very bad young man 1 — Very quarrelsome when in liquor. 

232. And you have very valuable young horses? — I have. 

233. And hunters ? — Yes. 

234. And you are a well-known exhibitor at the Horse Show held in August every year? No 

I exhibited only at the last Horse Show. 

235. You had some very valuable horses on that occasion ? — I had. 

236. Was Timothy M‘Coy the man you sent in charge of them? — I had to take him up at the 
last moment because another man did not turn up, and it was a very unfortunate thin" that I did 
because I did not sell the horse on his account. He went up on the horse and fell down without 
any cause whatever, and the judges saw him and put him out. 

237. Was that because he was drunk — the fault of the horse or the man ? — The man was 
scarcely ever up on a horse before. 

238. Was it M‘Coy’s fault he fell off? — Certainly. The horse was as docile as could be. 

239. You put M‘Coy up on this horse? — I could not help it. 

240. What difficulty w-as there in getting anybody in Dublin to ride it ?— It could not be done, 

241. Do you suggest he was drunk ?— I do not. 

Has this man been in constant regular employment for the last fourteen years? -He 
works for me whenever he cannot do better. 

243. Does lie ever work for anybody else during the last fourteen years ? — I think so. 

He was m jail in November, 1900 ; the three convictions are connected with the one matter? 

Mr. Jefferson. — The first was in September and the other two in November. 
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' 2 f 4 : M ‘\ Moriai'ty — They are all in 1900 t_I wish to say he is not working for me regularly 
He left my land in the year 1 898, or thereabouts, and did not work for me or any membe? of hi 
family, until last August. He was four or five years away. 

245. Lord Justice Holmes.— I understood you to say in your direct examination that he worked 
with you no more than two or three days in the week ?— ‘ That is, when he did work 

246. The reason was he was intemperate ?-That is, since his return, but there were five or six 
years that he did not come near me at all. 

247. But latterly when he does work does he do a full week’s work ?— Not one week with 
another. From the middle of December until the end of April he only worked fifty-four days 

altogether, and that would not average three days in the week. 

248. Y ou would have work for him if he came 1—1 would want men to work regularly for me 
because it is perfectly useless to come a day unexpectedly. When he is drinking porter he cannot 
•come in the morning, and that was the result. 

249. Mr. Moriarty.— With respect to those houses is there any land attached to them 1 — No, 
but I give fresh gardens to my men every year, and while those men remained on the land, the 
M ‘Coys, they never set potatoes or a plant of cabbage as all the other men did every year but them. 

250. When you were before the Council here some years ago, and petitioned against cottages 
being put on your farm, did you give an undertaking to the Council that you would build cottages 
with plots of ground attached 1 — I gave an undertaking to build cottages, but the men that are 
living in these cottages would not take a plot of ground with the cottages because it is vastly 
more valuable to get a new garden with the cottage every second year. I let them into a new 
field and let them take two crops of potatoes. If they had to till one poor garden always it would 
be no use in my part of the country. They have my own manure, and I bring sand sixteen miles 
away, and I bring lime just as far, and they get manure, lime, farmyard dung into their gardens 
from my own house. 

251. Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — How do you use that after the potatoes are taken out? — I set 
oat crops and lay it down again. 

252. Mr. Moriarty.— You would not regard a character from the Parish Priest of the district 
as being of any consequence at all ? — I would say nothing to that. 

253. I have got two characters here from Father Quane, the Parish Priest? — I will say 
nothing about Father Quane. 


254. Do you think he is likely to certify anything false about this young man ? — I will say 
nothing about Father Quane. 

255. Why will you say nothing about him ? — I will tell you if you like. 

The President. — You had better not go into that. 

Mr. Moriarty.— I submit that there is a substantial, equitable, just and necessary case here for 
the purpose of having this cottage put on this man’s land on this particular farm. 

The President. — Do you say for this particular man ? 

Mr. Moriarty. — For this particular man. Your lordships will hear both sides of the case. If 
I am instructed properly Mr. Colbert has grossly exaggerated the faults of the young man , 

The President. — The Inspector puts it very temperately, and says that for the last 34 years his 
conduct is much improved. 

Mr. Moriarty. — My lord, it appears he was on the spree 

The President. — A casual thing is one matter, but a course of conduct for years 

Mr. Moriarty. — The best answer is what he will tell you himself, that he has been for 14 years 
in this man’s employment continuously. 


The President. — The objector said he remained away altogether for four years. 

Mr. Moriarty. — I am only outlining to your lordship the evidence that I am going to present. 

The President. — Mr. Colbert’s main point is that this man is a person whom it is undesirable to 
have coming here. 

Lord Justice Holmes. — And another important point is that having built these cottages he has 
a good one that he cannot get anyone for. 

Mr. Moriarty. — The cottage now on the land is not the sort of cottage that the statute 
contemplates. 


James D. Leahy sworn, examined. 

256. Mr. Moriarty. — That is your map ? — Yes. 

257. That parallelogram is the proposed site ? — Yes. (Witness explains map to Committee.) 

258. You were at the local inquiry, were you not? — Yes. 

259. Was there anything said about this field being used as a training ground for horses? — I 
don’t remember. I don’t think so. 

260. Do you know the farm ? — I have never been right through it, but I have driven hundreds 
.of times by it. 

261. Is not any other field equally suitable for the purpose? — I would say so. 

262. The President. — I suppose it is a fine big field? - It is a large field. 

263. Mr. Moriarty. — What is the size of it? — About 20 acres with the adjoining field into 
which there is a passage. Thei’e are several large fields. 

264. Would each of them be equally suitable for galloping horses ?— I would say so. 

265. Lord Justice Walker. — Do you know whether one is marshy or soft? —I could not say that. 
Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — What he said was that this is the only field with a black surface at 

this time of the year, if that is true. 

The President. — 20-acre fields are not so very common. 

Mr. Moi’iarty. — 19 acres would remain if one were taken, and that would be enough for 
galloping horses on. 


Timothy M‘Coy sworn, examined. 

266. The President. — How old are you ? — I am about 30. 

267. Mr. Moriarty. — You appear to have been in trouble with the authorities. In the year 
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1900 you appear to have been in jail? — Yes. I remember to have a dispute with the young man 
Hickey in the village of Athea, and his sister came into the row and got hurt, and she summoned 
me for assault and I got a month in jail. 

268. "Was that the only time you were ever in jail ? — That is all. 

269. Are you a drunken fellow 1 — No, I am not. 

270. Are you a sober man ? — Yes. 

271. Did you get this character from Father Quane, your Parish Priest? — Yes. 

272. Are you a sober, steady man? — Yes. 

273. He says you are. Did you ever give any impertinence to Mr. Colbert? — No. 

274. How long have you been working for him? — I have been working for him for 14 years. 
I never missed a year out of the 14 years. I might be away for a month. I never missed a 
harvest for the last 14 years. My mother and brother were in his employment up to the time he 
discharged me. 

275. That was only two months ago ? — Yes. 

276. What did he discharge you for? — He did not tell me. 

277. You were not drunk? — No. 

278. Did you give him any impertinence ? — No. 

279. Was it on account of your coming here? — I don’t know any reason except going for the 
cottage, that he said I had a right to go put down a cottage on any man that would not 
oppose me, and that he would oppose me to the last. 

280. Then he dismissed you ? — Yes. 

281. Is it true you only work two days in the week?— It is not. I have men in court that can 
prove they worked with me several days in his employment. 

282. About last August, at the Horse Show, Mr. Colbert says he had to take you at the last 
moment because somebody else disappointed him ; is that true ? — It was not true. He could look 
out for a man if he wanted him. He had time enough. 

283. Are you a man who was always looking after horses for him ? — Yes, I was looking after 
them since, up to the time he discharged me. 

284. How did you come to fall off the horse ? — I am not a horse dealer. I am only an ordinary 
man accustomed to horses in a stable. 

285. You were not a jockey ? — No. Of course I told him before we left that he had no right 
to be taking me to Dublin that I did not know as much about horses. 

286. Then he put you up and you fell off and he said you should not get a cottage ? — He has eight 
children and my mother nursed every one of them, and he had two the last time and she cared 
them. 

287. Mr. J efferson. — What year did you cease living on Mr. Colbert’s land, you and your mother 
and brother ? — I don’t know the year-. 

288. About 1898?— I think so. 

289. Prom that date to August last year did you ever do a day’s work for Mr. Colbert ; on your 
oath ? — Certainly. 

290. Did you hear him swear from the time you left in 1899 or 1898 down to August of last 
year you never did a day’s work ? — I did. 

291. How much ? — I was every day at work. 

292. During all those years ? — Yes. 

293. Where were you living ? — I am living where I am now going on two years. 

294. Where is that? — In a little house I got from my uncle that I am paying 6 d. a 
week for. 

295. How far is that from Mr. Colbert’s farm ?— Not too far by the short cut, about half 
a mile. 

296. You are living there with your brother and mother ? — Yes. 

297. He has got a labourer’s cottage ? — Yes, for himself : he is going to get married. 

298. Neither of you is married ? — I am not, but I am in charge of my mother. My brother is 
going to get married. 

299. Is your mother living with your brother in this labourer’s cottage ? — No, she is living in a 
house about 7 feet wide and 13 feet long. 

300. Has your brother gone into the labourer’s cottage ? — He has not. It is not built at all yet. 

301. But you, your brother and mother all live together ? — Yes. 

302. What made you leave Mr. Colbert : I believe you had some rows with the neighbours ? — 
No. 

303. Was it your brother they had the rows with. Look at this sheaf of convictions. Had 
not they to bring him in ? — I had no row with the neighbours. I am good friends with all the 
neighbours, everyone of them. 

304. When you were on Mr. Colbert’s farm did not Mr. Colbert offer you some land to till ? 

He said he would give me land to till if I took it. He said a minute ago I did not set cabbage,, 
and I set cabbage regularly, and the bargain that was with him that time was my mother was 
milking cows. 


Richard White, sworn, examined. 

305. Mr. Kelly. — Your are a district councillor for the division on which it is proposed to put 
the cottage? — Yes. 

306. Do you know Mr. Colbert’s farm ? — Yes. 

307. The President. — How near do you live to it yourself ? — About 3 miles. 

308. Mr. Kelly. — Do you know the houses ? — Yes. 

309. Are there any lands attached to these houses ? — Not that I know of. 

310. Are there some of these houses unoccupied at the present moment? — I could not- 
tell you. 

311. Do you know Mr. Colbert’s farm very well ?— I believe I do the most of it. 
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312. Are there many plots on that suitable for training horses?— Yes, there are. 

3 13. Are you a farmer yourself ? — Yes. 

314. Do you know anything about horses? — A little. 

315. And the training of horses? — Not very much, indeed. 

Y( J 16 ' ‘here several very large fields suitable for traimig horses on Mr. Colbert’s farm !— 

317. Do you know this applicant fora cottage? — Yes. 

318. Is he a man of steady habits, generally speaking, for his class ?-I never saw the man 
contrary He would be away from me and could be drunk without my knowing it 

319. Mr. Jefferson.— How many acres of land do you farm yourself 1— About fifty. 

320. Have you any labourers’ cottages on your farm yourself ?— No, I have no labourers’ 
from S me° n ^ ^ 1 a WOrkmg for me for ^e last forty years, and he has a plot 

. Monarty.— This man lias no union cottage on him. I ask your lordship to sav that M ‘Coy 

is sufficiently punished for his misdemeanours. " J 

The President.— You won’t get any of these moral decisions from me. I will announce the 
decision to you, and you can speak to him outside about his moral character. 

+1 J , ustlce Holmes.— He has no union cottages, but his great point is if what he says is true 
that he charges nothing to his labourers for the occupation of the seven cottages which lie built. 
1 hey are far better off. 

Mr. Moriarty.— The only answer to that is there is no land attached. 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon.— The con-acre system is universal in that part of the country, and it 
is tar better tor both parties. 

Mr. Moriarty.— Mr. Colbsrt lends those cottages only to people who are bound to give him 
their labour you know. 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — The preference, he says. 

Mr. Moriarty. As I understand, the object of the Labourers Acts is to provide a home and 
land for labourers, who are to be free to give their labour to whomsoever they choose— in other 
words to go to the best market. 

The President. — There must be a general need of labourers shown. 

Mr. Moriarty. — I have evidence to show that there is a general demand for labour in the 
district. 

The Witness. — That is so. 

Mr. Moriarty.— Mr. Colbert makes the case he only lends the cottages to those who will o-ive 
him the preference in their labour. ° 

The President. —He seems to have very liberal and kindly arrangements for all his employes. 
He would not do that for a strange person working only for a short time. Why would he ? 

Mr. Moriarty.— On this man’s farm it is not too much to ask to have a cottage put and if the 

site was inconvenient we would gladly alter it. 

Lord Justice Holmes. — I think it is more the man is inconvenient than the site. 

The President. — We think in this case Mr. Colbert’s objection is made 
out and therefore we will allow it with the usual costs. 


Petition of Simon O’Regan against the erection of a cottage on the townland of Kilaready, 
electoral division of Mahoonagh. 

Counsel for Objector, Mr. Lynch , instructed by Mr. Patrick T. Liston. 

Mr. Lynch. — Petitioner in this case occupies three fai - ms of land. The second petition, announced 
to be settled to-day, was a petition also of Mr. O’Regan’s, in which he consents to a cottage beino- 
put on another farm subject to a change of site. The extent of his holding is forty acres, which is 
the extent of that first holding, and dealt with in the second petition, a holding of about forty 
acres, on which he lives with his sons and labouring men, and this particular holding is only 
fourteen Irish acres ; and we say on account of the size of the farm it is unfair to put a cottage 
upon it ; and what happened before the District Council is rather significant. The proposal came 
before the District Council to put this cottage on the lands of a Mrs. M‘Henry, who has about 
sixty Irish acres in the immediate vicinity to O’Regan’s place. When the case came on for 
discussion before the District Council the District Council out-voted the councillor for the 
division, Mr. Liston, and they put it upon this small holding of O’Regans’, and ListoD, who is a 
large farmer in the district himself, was so struck with the injustice of it, he said he would hand 
in a written protest against .their doing that, and this protest was before the Inspector at the time 
this petition came before him. That is the state of affairs as regards Mr. O’Regan and 
Mrs. M ‘Henry. There are several other large holdings in the vicinity with no cottages on them. 
I would like to give your lordships a few particulars of how the labourers in the vicinity or some 
of them occupy their cottages, and how they treat them. Your lordships had before you to-day 
the case of a man named O’Mahony, who is a district councillor, and who occupies a labourer’s 
cottage. One of the cottages in the vicinity is occupied by another districtfcouncillor, a man 
named O’Halloran. In another of the labourers’ cottages, of which the tenant is Mrs. Geary, the 
garden is sub-let to a publican in Castlemahon, Patrick Kennedy, who does not till it, but used it 
as an adjunct to his holding in the vicinity. Mrs. Geary, who occupies the dwellinghouse, is not 
an agricultural labourer. Quite close is a cottage occupied by a tenant named Murphy, who has 
not for two years tilled the plot attached. On the farm of a man named Phelan there is a cottage 
occupied by a man named Lynch, the plot of which is not tilled for some time. The same 
observation applies to the plot of a man named Cook, who has a cottage in the vicinity. His 
place is not tilled for some years, and, as an instance of how little labour is required in the locality, 
this Cook has to go to Castlemahon district, seven miles, in order to get daily employment. 

L 
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Lord Justice Holmes. — Don’t you think it is very irksome for poor labourers who have been 
doing somebody else’s work to come home and till pieces of land of their own ? 

Mr. Lynch. — At all events your lordship has the fact. I make no comment on it. I leave it 
as it is. 


Michael O’Regan, sworn, examined. 

321. Mr. Lynch. — Your father is tenant of this land and objector in this case? — Yes. 

322. He is an old man? — Yes. 

323. He is unable to travel here? — Yes. 

324. How large is this farm ? — About eighteen Irish acres. 

325. Lord Justice Holmes. — It does not join on to the other two farms ? — No. 

326. How far from them is it? — About lialf-a-mile from the farm the other cottage is on. 

327. Mr. Lynch. — How far from where you live? — About three miles. 

328. Do you know Mrs. M'Henry’s holding ? — Yes. 

329. How large is it ? — Sixty Irish acres. 

330. How near to this farm of yours in Kilready ? — About an Irish mile; quite close to 
Murphy, the labourer. 

331. Were you present at the District Council when the subject of this cottage, and where it 
was to be put, was discussed ? — No, but the Councillor of the Division was present. 

332. There is no cottage on Mrs. M'Henry ? — No. 

333. Do you know Mr. Danaher’s farm 1 — Yes, 36 Irish acres. 

334. Is there any cottage on that ? — No. 

335. Do you know the cottage occupied by Mrs. Geary ?— Yes. 

336. How far is that from your farm of Kilaready ? — Half a mile. 

337. What is she? — A widow. 

338. Has she any sons and daughters working with her ? — She has sons and daughters. 

339. What does she do with the plot of land? — She sublets it to a publican in Castlemahon. 
I saw his cattle there. 

340. Lord J ustice Holmes. — Do any of the sons live with her ? — I could not exactly say. 

341. Mr. Lynch. — Did you make inquiries? — I think they must be in service about the place. 
They may come home at night. 

342. At all events, you saw these cattle of Mr. Kennedy’s in this place?— Yes, I saw them as 
late as last Thursday. 

343. How far is Murphy’s cottage from you ? — Less than half a mile from me, quite close to 
Mrs. Geary’s cottage. 

344. Is the plot attached to that tilled ? — No. 

345. How long is it since it was tilled?— It was dug up last year. It is not tilled— growing 
grass this year. 

346. Do you know a cottage occupied by a man named Lynch on Phelan’s farm ? — Yes. 

347. Has the plot to that been tilled ? — About two perches. 

348. Is it a half-acre plot? — An English acre, I think. 

349. Do you know Cook’s cottage ? — Yes. 

350. Does he till his plot ? — A part of it. About 20 perches, or a little more. 

351. Do you know Mr. Liston, District Councillor for the Division? — Yes. 

352. Do you know a cottage occupied by a man named O’Halloran ? — That is another part of 
the Union. 

353. Do you know it? — Yes. 

354. He is a District Councillor? — Yes. 

355. You were present at the inquiry before Mr. Coffey ? — Yes. 

356. Did you hear the written protest of Mr. Lennon, District Councillor for the Division, that 
he handed in, read before Mr. Coffey ? — Yes ; my solicitor read it. 

357. Have you ascertained Mr. Lennon’s (District Councillor) views on this point? — Yes ; he 
said it was unreasonable for such a small holding. 

358. Lord J ustice Holmes. — Did he give any ground for the protest ? — Yes, the protest is 
here (produced). 

359. Mr. Lynch. — About this man that it is proposed to give the cottage to — he is a very old 
man? — Yes. 

360. Lord Justice Holmes. — How old is he? — Between 60 and 70 years; about 65 to all 
appearances. 

361. Mr. Liston protests against Mrs. M'Henry’s fann being exempted from its share of 
cottages? — Yes. 

362. Mr. Moriarty. — Your father holds about 176 acres of land ? — I think not so much. 

363. That is what Mr. Leahy tells me is the extent of his holding. This poor man Murphy, 
that you say is too old to get a labourer’s cottage, is at present living in a house that has been 
condemned by the doctor as unlit for human habitation. Is not that so? 

364. On whose land is that ? — On Mr. Liston's land, about 60 or 70 acres 

The President. — This mar. has nothing to do with it? 

Mr. Moriarty. — No. I have not the same case here as I had in Cleary’s. 

o65. Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — What land has Mr. Liston? — Sixty-five Irish acres. 

366. I see the protest was against not giving the widow a chance against your father ? — Not 
against himself. 

Lord Justice Holmes. — I think there is an understanding that no District Councillor should 
have a cottage put on his land. It is one of the encouragements to become a District Councillor. 

367. Lord Justice Fitzgibbon. — Whom does the labourer work for? — I never saw him work 
for a farmer in my life. 

36s. Mr. Moriarty. — Part of your objection to have a labourer’s cottage put on your father’s 
land is that you are a District Councillor yourself? — I have a cottage already on my land. 

That is only to-day. That is another holding in another electoral division. 
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T°‘f' J “S C n ?. 0lme, -^f 7 our fatter a District Councillor !_No. 

370 1 i? M?,5 t " J n" e 7 ° n ““S tMs "V *'»■» Mr. Liston t 
nSS ol'ii " p um ?"?“• t'“t this is the most convenient site in the 
onl“hut isull tt land iZve" *" ““7°“ no ..homers' cottages 

371, There are no labourers’ cottages on that? No 

him™I^o"^a“t“ IM ' ,rPhriS ‘ S ° be, ' ; tard-working ma.t-I never sas, 

years 3 ““ d06S ^ !_I d “‘’ t thi,lk h ' did * S°“t »lid day’s work for the last two 

374. How does he live?— I don’t know. 

375. You know the man ? — I know the man 

in SsSes^ 7 “ “ W ’h” ”” ° f H " gheS ' ““ “ L J™ h ' s ^ yon said was 

378 nrhad 6 /?*? 40 kSt r'; ! - AW two P” ches ' 1 “ Je ^ tusiness to see. 

qiq S e y 1 h .f d ,r fcat e Vf, lt a ? . yeal ?-A b ° U t two square perches of potatoes, 
thing 1 h ^ ° f he h ° ldmg hlS year “ P ° tafc0eS -- U P 011 oath it is not, but the same 

n .,f£°; ]T“. not ha ! f fche bolding last year in potatoes, and that half is now in grass, and the 
ocher half this year is in potatoes ?— Quite the reverse. ’ 

Edward Sweeny, sworn, examined. 

381. Mr. Moriarty.— Are you the Rural District Councillor ? — I am one 

382. Do you know this farm of Mr. O’Regan’s ? — I do. 

y °f Ur 0p , iu , i0n is ifc the m0St convenieufc P lace to put this cottage?— It is as convenient 
as any place tor a labourer. 

384. Is there a cottage required for a labourer there ?— I believe so. 
qqc y ° U k “° W ft l ichael M urphy, the labourer ? — I do for many years. 

h» vf he .®~ He ,‘ 5 * “d" 4 ”* ““ h ‘s life- He was for a time at other business, 
but lie is at labouring work now. ’ 

387. About seven years ago he was assistant water-bailiff?— Yes. 

388. But for the last seven years has he worked as an agricultural labourer 1— Yes, mowing and 
reaping. 1 see him doing it and any other work he gets. 

389. In selecting this site and putting it on Mr. O’Regan’s farm, was Mr. O’Regan’s convenience 
consulted in the matter?— Yes, because I think he holds at present 176 acres of land, and he had 
no labourer s cottage up to this on any of that land. 

390. And then it was agreed to put this cottage on him here, and the cottage on the other 
electoral division? — Yes. 

391. Did you hear Mr. Lynch speak of the cases of abuse existing with regard to labourers’ 
dwellings? — Yes. 

392. What do you say about them— he mentioned a labourer’s cottage held by Mr. Lynch?— 
Yes. He said it was not tilled. Last winter he tilled half the plot, and the other half is green 
because this is the second season’s tilling. 

393. How much had he in potatoes last year 1— It was small last year because he was draining 
it, but now he has half of it down in potatoes and the other half in grass. 

394. The half potatoes last year is in grass now ? — No, he increased it. 

395. Did the man do his best with the plot of ground ? — Certainly. 

396. You know the other cases mentioned by Mr. Lynch? — Yes. 

• Tel1 tlieir lordships ?— In the case of Mrs. Geary, who is said to have sublet to a publican 

m Castlemahon, there are four or five daughters out in service, and there is a son. This year the 
could not till the lands. They could not get horses, so they went untilled this spring. 

398. Lord Justice FitzGibbon.— They don’t till their gardens in your part of the world unless 
they get horse labour to do it ? — They do not. 

399. I thought the whole thing was for the purpose of improving spade cultivation? Yes. 

400. How did she come to let to a publican ? — It is idle. 

401. What is he paying for having it idle? — I could not say. 

402. Are you aware that the publican has got this place sublet to him t— I saw the cows there. 

403. How far is it from O’Regan’s holding ? — A mile and a quarter. 

404. Mr. Lynch. — Were you at the District Council when it was discussed whether this 
cottage should be put on Mrs. M'Henry ? — I was present. 

405. There was great voting l — When it goes to a vote everyone has to give his opinion. 

406. And vote for whichever side they wish to support? — What they think the best plan for 
the labourer. 

407. You voted to have a labourer’s cottage taken off Mrs. McHenry and put on to O’Regan ? 

Yes. 

408. And Mr. O’Regan, the other District Councillor, protested against this as unjust, did not 
lie ? — Probably he did. I heard he objected. 

409. Did not you hear that at the meeting he handed in a written protest against the injustice 
of putting this on O’Regan’s land while Mrs. M'Henry, with sixty Irish acres, had no cottage on 
it at all ? — It is untrue to say so. You are misinformed. 


Michael Murphy, sworn, examined. 

410. Mr. Kelly. — You are the agricultural labourer iu this case? — Yes. 

411. You are a married man, I believe ? — Yes. 

412 How many children have you ? — I have three. 

413. Living with you at present? — The whole of them are not living with me at present, but I 
have two boys is all I have at present. 

L 2 
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414. Your house has been condemned by the doctor as unfit for human habitation? — Yes, by 
Dr. Pierce. 

415. Are you a labouring man?— I laboured all my life since I was ten years of age. I was 
always employed at farm labour. I was for some time a water bailiff, but that was only for a 
short time. 

416. What sort of labour do you do? I reap and mow, and do spade work, set potatoes and 
cabbages, and all things that the people who employ me give me to do. 

417. You labour for everybody in general about the place? — Everybody that calls me. I 
principally get labour from the Parish Priest, who gives me all his labour. 

418. Is the place selected for you a convenient place? — Very convenient. There is great 
accommodation there. The water is there ; it is convenient to Newcastle, and if I wanted manure 
I could get it. 

419. Mr. Lynch. — I suppose you were present at the District Council when there was the 
voting between O’Regan and Mrs. M'Henry ? — I was there. I had nothing to say to that. 

420 There was a good deal of canvassing ? — That was no affair of mine. 

421. Was not there a good deal of canvassing at the District Council ? — I could not say that. 
That wan no business of mine. 

422. But it was going on ? — I did not interfere with it. All I know about it is I got my repre- 
sentation form properly signed before the Board, before the Local Government Inspector, and I 
had no more to say to it. 

423. When you went before the District Council was not the proposal first to put the cottage 
on Mrs. M'Henry? — It was, but I cannot help what the District Council did. I want a house, 
and badly want it. 

The President. — He is not responsible for that. What he says very fairly is, he does not care 
where the house comes from as long as he gets it. 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — As far as I can see, at that time there were proposals to put a 
second cottage, that is the one in the other Scheme on Mr. O’Regan, and that has been settled 
since, and I see a note on the evidence here that he says he never opposed that except for a change 
of site. 

Mr, Lynch. — That is so. 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon. — He objected to this on account of having so little land, and then he 
says : — “ What is the size of this holding of yours ? — It contains twelve or thirteen acres cut up by 
three roads.” Then the Inspector says — “ You opposed here a couple of days ago to have a 
cottage go on your other place — only to change in site ?” — That has been done now. 

Mr. Lynch. — Yes. Before it came on here the Council were asked to do it, because they proposed 
to put the cottage in a place where it would interfere with the drainage he was doing. 

George Pierce, m.d., sworn, examined. 

424. Mr. Kelly. — You are a sanitary officer of this district ? — Yes. 

425. Have you examined Murphy’s house? — Yes ; it is a one-roomed house, thatched, with an 
earthen floor ; no drainage, or no out-offices of any sort. The size of the house I can give you. 

426. Do you think it tit for human habitation?— No. 

427. Yon have condemned the house ? — I certainly would in any civilised country. 

428. Mr. Lynch. — There are no people living with this old man? — His father, mother, and one 
son ; but the son qnly comes once a week for a day to them. 

The President. — In this case we allow the objection that was made by- 
Mr. Lynch, with the usual costs. 

Committee adjourns. 
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JUDICIAL COMMITTEE OE THE PRIVY COUNCIL, 


COUNCIL CHAMBER, DUBLIN CASTLE, 

Friday, February 24th, 1905. 


Present The Right Honourable the Lord Chancellor, presiding. 
The Right Honourable Mr. Justice Andrews. 

The Right Honourable Mr. Justice Ross. 


The Enniscorthy Rural District Labourers Order, 1904 (Part 2), and 
the Labourers (Ireland) Acts, 1883 to 1896. 

aJosST 1 f ° r L<>Cal GoTemme “ t Board - Ur - Geor 9 e instructed by Messrs. T. T. M'credy 

Counsel for Rural District Council, Mr. Peart, instructed by Mr. T. J. O' Dempsey. 

Objection of Robert Hawtrey Peare to the erection of a cottage on the Townland of Kilmallock 
Electoral Division of Kilmallock. 

Counsel for Objector, Mr. O’Brien , K.C., instructed by Mr. M. ,J. O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Briei^— The position of this matter is this. My client holds some 270 acres of land 
subject to a small head rent. There are several cottages on his land, but no union cottages The 
application is now made to build a cottage for a labourer named O’Grady, who was in my client’s 
employment for fourteen years. He was good enough at his work when he was sober, but as the 
Inspector says, when he went to town he did not always drink cold water. He stayed ’on for 
fourteen years until the end of 1902, when he became so impertinent that he had to dismiss him 
thJ cottage 1SSed ^ “ DeCember ’ and in Januai T following he put in the Representation for 

Mr. Peart. — That is not so. 

Mr O’Brien.— The position of my client is that his house cost £5,000 or £6,000 to build 
J.lie plantation does not appear entirely on the Ordnance map, but in fact it is planted all round 
except where it is bounded by a river. This house which they propose to build is placed on a 
reclaimed field which is about 450 yards in a direct line from my client’s house and in sight of 
my client s house, and as he says in his evidence below, it certainly is not a very nice thing to 
Have a labourers cottage placed in that position. But they seem deliberately to have selected a 
site that would cause the maximum inconvenience, because they proceed deliberately to take a 
triangle out of this held so it is obvious it never could be ploughed or tilled as economically as 
before; and, of course, if they had put it on the general area, there might be something said for 
it, but they deliberately put it on that site here, so that under those circumstances the Petitioner is 
forced to the conclusion that this is not a bona fide proceeding. It would interfere with the amenities 
ot residence of the place, and this is really a demesne. He was dismissed in December, 1902 The 
Representation was after the dismissal. To show the spirit in which these things are done I may 
say that even while the appeal to this Privy Council was pending they had a meeting at which 
the labourers were recommended by Mr. Cleary— “ My advice to the labourers about here is 
for three or four of them to put in for sites on Mr. Peare’s land. Mr. Dempsey, another Guar- 
dian, said “ That is what he is afraid of.” These are all local district councillors, and one of 
them is here. I hey have deliberately selected this site in a place where it would give the 
maximum amount of inconvenience, even if there was any necessity for it, and they have taken 
just this triangular cut out of the middle of the field. 

Robert Hawtrey Peare, sworn, examined. 

1. Mr. O’Brien— You are the occupier of 270 acres of land near Kilmallock ?— Yes Irish acres 

2. Is there a large residence on it 1 — Yes. ’ 

3. What did it cost to build ? — It cost about £5,000. I myself laid out £2,000 on it. 

4. Is the demesne surrounded by a plantation of trees? — Yes, the entire way round excent 

where the river is. J v 

5. Was this particular applicant in your employment for a number of years 1 — For seven vears 
1^ discharged him and took him back again, and he was then in my employment for seven years 
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6. He was a good labourer when sober 1 — He was a good labourer, but during the last six years 
he has become an absolute drunkard. 

7. Had you particular difficulty in dealing with him ?— Yes. 

., 8- 4 s . an instance of that did he not through drunkenness destroy a quantity of pigs ? — Yes, 
through drunkenness. He gave them sheep dip through not knowing what it was. 

9. In December, 1 902, was he in this condition of drunkenness ; was he drunk ? — He had been 
drinking. The day I discharged him he was not drunk, but he was suffering from the effects of 
having drink taken. 

10. Had he a cottage on your land ? — Yes. 

11. After you dismissed him you had to take proceedings to have him ejected at Petty Sessions ? 
— Yes, a couple of months, because formerly when I dismissed him he did not leave the house for 
a year, and he told me this time when I dismissed him he would not leave until it suited him to 
leave it. 

12. The next you heard of him was an application to put this cottage on your lands 1—1 did 
not hear it until March. 

13. But the Representation was lodged some time before that? — Yes. 

14. Mr. Justice Ross.— Have you any cottages on your land 1 —' Three unoccupied. 

15. Are they all suitable ? — They are all suitable with the exception of broken windows and 
doors. I hey all could be made suitable in a week. 

•^• r ' l* ear 4 ^ctor reports that one of them is not in a sanitary condition. 

^ r ' 9 ®9 e . n ’ And the * ;wo others are in a sanitary condition? — That one is sanitary now. 
The doctor in giving his evidence said it was being repaired at the time. 

1 7. So the three are now in sanitary condition ? — The three of them but for windows and doors. 
They could be all made suitable in a week. 

18. Mr. Justice Ross. — How many rooms are there in each ? — There are a kitchen, a room 
and a loft in each. 

19. Mr. O’Brien. — This man O’Grady had occupied one; what family has lie? — He has three 
children, two living at home. 

20. "VVliat age are they ? — One is grown up. 

21. Are they working ? — One is about sixteen and the other child is about five. 

22. Where has this man been working since he left your place? — Sometimes* about a mile 
away he was walking to the village of Oilgate, which is three English miles from this place. 

23. Is where they propose to put the cottage near your place?— That is the site (indicates on 
map). This is the best portion of my property. It looks down on my. house. This is the only 
part of the townland I don’t own, and the road coming in is the first thing you see coming this 
way (indicates). 

24. Mr. J ustice Ross. — Have you any business ? — No, I am simply a farmer. 

25. Mr. O’Brien. — Your family have been there for generations ? -Yes. 

26. Have you pointed out to their lordships the site where they propose to put the cottage ? 

Yes. 

27. How far distant in a direct line is that from your hall door? — About 500 yards. 

28. If put up there would it be visible to you and be an eyesore ? — It would be visible. It is 
the place out of the 270 acres I would not give a site on. I was never consulted ; the Clerk of 
Works never came to me, and 1 did not know where the site was until I got the Ordnance sheet 
at the suggestion of my solicitor. 

29. Mr. Justice Ross. — There is another place where you suggest you would be willing to give 
a cottage ? — I would be willing if necessary. 

30. Mr. O’Brien. — If it was absolutely necessary we would meet them, but he wished to test 
this question, because he says that under the circumstances this is not a bona-fide application 
(To witness). — With regard to those unoccupied cottages, are there gardens attached to them? 
— There are no gardens attached. 

31. What is the size of them? — There are two fair-sized rooms, ten feet by twelve, with a loft 
over them. 

32. Those cottages are used up to the present by your own labourers ? — Yes. 

33. Ai, the present time, your own labourers prefer living in some other place ? — My own 
labourers are living around. They live in houses of their own. 

34. Have you (apart from O’Grady, who would be a very undesirable person), any objection to 
let those cottages if there was any necessity in the district ?— No. 

35. Mr. Justice Ross. — Would you give any land with it? — In some cases. In one case I 
would not object, but in another case the situation of the house would not permit. 

36. Mr. O’Brien. — With regard to this field in which they propose to put this site is there any 
water supply near it? — I don’t know of any spring water near it. Of course there is marl water. 

37. Is the field used for tillage ? — It is tilled this year and last year. 

38. This thing takes a triangle out of it ? — Yes. 

39. Would not that considerably interfere with the ploughing ? — Certainly it would. 

40. It would practically make a portion of the field outside that perfectly waste? — Yes, between 
the headland and the place taken. 

41. In addition you claim it is demesne land within the statute? — Yes, the Ordnance Survey 
sheet does not show it as it exists at the present time. 

42. The Lord Chancellor. — When was the house built? — In my grandfather’s time. 

43. How large is the house. An ordinary moderately-sized country gentleman’s house? — Yes, 
with about eight rooms in it. 

44. Two or three sitting-rooms ? — Three sitting-rooms. 

45. Two storeys? — Yes. I have laid out myself £2,000 on it. I have within the last twenty 
years improved the place very much. 

46. Mr. Justice Ross. — There are out-offices and houses ? — Yes. 

47. Mr. Peart. — With regard to the existing cottages there are on your land is it not a fact 
that you make it a rule only to let them to your own labourers ? — I would be willing to set two 
others if necessary. 
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48. May I ask you whether if in the Court below you were asked whether you were willing to 
let one of these existing cottages to the applicant in this easel — Yes. 

49. And what was your reply ? — My reply was, it was not usual to do so. 

50. Did you answer, “ If he was working with me I would ” ? — Yes. 

The Lord Chancellor. — Is not that the history of human nature. A man would sooner let his 
own cottage to his own labourer ? — It goes without saying. 

51. Mr. Peart. — You were also asked “ But you don’t let any man into them but a man who 
is working with you,” and your answer was “ Well it is not generally done ” ?— Yes, 1 think that 
is my answer. 

52. With regard to the site, is it not a fact that this triangular piece as marked here was sent 
to you by the Engineer of the District Council? — No map was sent to me. 

53. Mr. O’Brien.— Did you ever get a map of any kind?— I sent an Ordnance Survey map to 
have the site marked two days before the Inquiry, and it was returned with the site marked, but 
I got no information of any kind before that, and I was never consulted as to the site. 

54. Mr. Peart.— This triangular piece here, where it is proposed to put the cottage, is it not a 
fact that this is on the very verge of a marsh which is portion of a reclaimed field ?— There is no 
mai'sh near it — it is reclaimed. 

55. There is no soft ground there by the side of the road ?— No, with the exception of the marl 
hole, which is the watering hole. 

56. Is not that a fairly extensive marl bole ?— Eight or ten feet perhaps. 

57. At all events it is quite beside that ?— This triangle would cut into a fourteen acre field. 

58. This triangle is beyond the marl hole ? — No. 

59. Where is the marl hole 1 — The marl hole is between that and the corner which is simply 

the watering hole. r J 

60. On the road to Enniscorthy ? — Yes. 

61. The proposed triangle is by the side of the road? — Yes. 

62. Here is his house : There is a church and graveyard here ? — That is close to my house. 

63. There is a site for a church at that corner? — No, I don’t think so. 

64. Is not there a graveyard there?— Close to my house is the graveyard. 

65. There is a graveyard, and a site for a church I understand ?— There is a graveyard : I don’t 
know anything about a site for a church. 

66. I only ask that because it is marked on the map ? — I don’t know anything about that. 

67. Down the road here there is at present a labourer’s cottage ?— Not on my land ; there is a 
labourer’s cottage, but it is a piece that is not mine. 

68. Is not the land all round about this yours ? — It is not on my land. 

69. Is not the land round about yours ? — No, this is on the old glebe ; we did not know when 
it was sold. 

70. Mr. Justice Ross. — Your land surrounds it? — Yes, on two sides. 

71. Mr. Peart.— The whole townland belongs to you?— Except that glebe land— the whole 
townland except that bit. 

72. Has your residence got two gateways, two openings on to the road ? — A back entrance and 
a front. 

73. Do they both open on the same road? — Yes. 

• 74. One is the front entrance, and the other is the back entrance ? —Yes. 

75. Where do you say theseplantations are — there are trees along the roadside? Yes, the 

plantation is right round here, but it is not marked on the Ordnance Survey, though it was made 
thirty-five years ago. 

76. The plantation is at the back of the house? — No, at the front of the house. 

77. Does the house face the road ? — Yes. 

78. The trees run round by the road 1— But there is also plantation at the far side of my house, 
an extensive plantation past the river, aud the graveyard is in the centre, and is on both sides- 
of it. 

79. And the trees go round both sides of the graveyard ? — Yes. 

80. With regard to this man, he was fourteen years in your employment ? — He was two terms 
of six or seven years, he was away from me for some little time. 

81. During the time he was with you, what sort of a workman was he? — He was a good 

workman, ° 

82. Do you agree with the statement that I think was also given at the Inquiry below that he 
was one of the best workmen in the country ? — I say he is a good workman when he is sober. 

S3. The Lord Chancellor. — But when a man takes drink he ceases to be as good as he was? 

During the last five or six years he deteriorated considerably. I never could send him out when 
he got drunk, and he got drunk on every available occasion. 

Mr. Justice Ross. — Has the man reformed since then ? 

84. Mr. Peart.— I will produce the man himself. (Witness). A man that does not know 
sheep dip from food. 

Mr. Peart. — A man such as the applicant may take too much drink occasionally, but when you 
find that he is kept for fourteen years. 

The Lord Chancellor. — We must bear in mind what is at the bottom of page 12 : you were 
asked — Some accident happened in connection with the feeding of pigs : you don’t charge Grady 
with being any way privy to it, but that it was the result of an accident ?— No ; but I charge him 
with doing it as the result of drunkenness. Is he a sober man ?— With me during the last four 
or five years, I could not call him anything but an habitual drunkard, that is, whenever he got the 
chance he came home drunk, and I kept him at home as much as possible. He would never 
have left me if he was a sober man. I did not discharge him even for poisoning the pigs. About 
how often did you see this man drunk during the time he was with you ?— About 100 times. So- 
drunk that he would be arrested by the police?— Well, not quite 100 times. He was never 
arrested. I give him his due.” That is the story this gentleman told : whether that is a 
comfortable man to put back to live on his land is another thing. 
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85. Mr. Peart. Is it a fact that in the existing cottage that is there they have the family of 
this man s wife in the labourer’s cottage that is close to your house ? — They live in that other 
labourer’s cottage. That is the reason lie wants to get on the other side of the road. 

86. With regard to. the poisoning of the pigs — I say it is accidental ; he is a really good 
labourer only for drinking. 

87. You have 300 acres ? — I have 270 Irish acres. 

88. On the 270 Irish acres you have three unoccupied labourers’ cottages 7 — Yes. 

■> 

Moses Dempsey sworn, examined. 

89. Mr. Peart.- Are you a District Councillor for the Rural District of Enniscorthy ? Yes. 

90. As a District Councillor are you aware of the requirements of the district with regard to- 
agricultural labourers 1 — Yes, pretty well. 

91. You gave evidence at the Inquiry below ? — Yes. 

92. With regard to the plot of ground which it is proposed to take for a cottage for this man,. 
Grady, you know the place in question ? — Yes. 

93. Do you know the marl hole, which is beside the proposed place ? — Yes, a big piece of waste 
land, where timber was growing, 

94. Portion of it has been reclaimed ?— Portion is reclaimed as far as I could see. 

95. This marl hole, pretty nearly all waste land, runs down by the side of the road ?— Yes. 

96. In your opinion would that interfere to any substantial extent with the ploughing of the 
field ? — Not very much as far as I can see. 

97. Do you think would it interfere at all 1 — Yery little, I think. 

98. Do you consider the site which has been selected a suitable site for this cottage ? — I do. 

99. As suitable a site as could be had ? — Yes. 

100. Do you think it would interfere in any way with this gentleman’s residence ? — I don’t 
see how it would, as far as I can see. 

101. Is there a want of agricultural labourers in the district— is there work for them to do?— 
Unfortunately there is a great want of agricultural labourers in the district. 

102. Do you know Enniscorthy yourself? — I do well. 

103. He has been living in the district for a great number of years? — As long as 1 know any- 
one. 

104. And is he not a very good labourer 1 — The best I know. 

105. And I have a document here ; I see your signature to it on the form signed by fifteen 
other farmers residing in Kilmallock and the neighbourhood, all certifying that they know John 
Grady as a farm labourer, and that there is a general want of employment ; you signed that ? — 
Yes. 

106. Are there places where he could labour around this proposed site who would give him 
employment? — No one on that townland but Mr. Peare himself. 

107. Round about the place are not there people who would give him labour? — There are. 

108. There are men who would give it to him? — Yes, several. 

109. Mr. Justice Ross. — Why don’t you plant a cottage on some of these men ? — I did not select 
it ; he selected the site himself. 

110. The Lord Chancellor. — Do you allow anyone to select the site? — That has been the general 
rule of the Division. 

111. If you disagree with your own worker with regard to drunkenness, would you discharge 
him ? — I know Grady for a long time. 

112. It was said he was a good workman, but he had this infirmity ? — I never saw him under 
the influence of drink. 

Mr. Peart. — I am afraid there are a great many labourers who are addicted to it. 

The Lord Chancellor. — It is not confined to any one class, this affliction, wherever it occurs. 

113. Mr. Peart. — In applotting these cottages, does not the applicant, as a matter of fact, state 
to the Council where he wants the cottage ? — Yes. 

114. He selects it himself; that is the way it works out? — Yes. 

115. Mr. O’Brien. — There is a Mr. Cleary who is a member of your Council? — There is. 

116. Has he got any labourer’s cottage on him? — No, for the simple reason he is not near a 
road at all. 

117. Were you at the meeting at which Mr. Cleary said, “My advice is for three or four of 
the labourers to go in for sites on Mr. Peare’s land” ? — Something tantamount to that. 

118. Did you endorse that view? — I heard it stated that Mr. Peare was afraid that if one 
cottage was put on him there would be five or six. 

119. Do you endorse that view that three or four cottages should be put on him because he dis- 
missed a drunken laboui'er ? — I do not exactly endorse it. 

120. Have you got a labourer’s cottage on your land? — Yes, it was the first built in the 
Division. 

121. What is the area of your land?— 84 acres. 

122. He is a labourer of your own? — He is off and on. 

123. Still do you think Mr. Cleary was right ; would you put four or five cottages on Mr. 
Peare’s land ? — That is a question I would not like to answer. 

124. You would not go quite so far as that, but you signed this Representation ? — Yes. 

125. When you signed it this man told you he had been dismissed ?— I don’t think he did. 

126. Did you ask him how he had come to want a cottage ? — No, he was talking of putting in 
for a cottage by the Union in previous schemes. 

127. I suppose he knew what was coming on ? — I don’t know about that. 

Patrick Bernie sworn, examined. 

128. Mr. Peart. — You made this map ? — Yes. 

129. Do you consider the proposed site is a suitable site for this cottage ? — Yes. 
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130. Do you think it would in any way interfere with this gentleman’s residence? — I don't 
"think it would. 

131. It is over a quarter of a mile away?— Yes, about 570 yards. 

132. Is it or is it not by the side of a marl hole ? — Yes, there was an old fence at the time, but 
Mr. Peare has reclaimed it since. He has got a fence since. He was working at it last month, 
since the site was marked. 

133. Do you know this man Grady? — I just know him since the inquiry, but not until then. 

134. You heard it stated he has got a wife and three children? — Yes. 

135. And the Sanitary Inspector found them living in a place unfit for human habitation ? — 
Yes. 

136. Do you think he is a man that ought to be provided with a labourer’s cottage ? — Of course 
I don’t know, only from appearance he looks all right. 

137. The Lord Chancellor. — That is not your business ? — No, my lord. 

138. Mr. O’Brien. — This cottage if built would be in a direct line with the hall door of Mr. 
Peare ? — Yes, but there is a cottage there at present about 200 yards nearer. 

And on an elevation, and it would not be an improvement to have a workman’s house opposite 
your hall door. 

The Lord Chancellor. — That is not in the petition. 

John Grady, sworn, examined. 

139. Mr. Peart. — You are the applicant for the cottage in this case? — Yes. 

140. What family have you? — Three alive and seven dead. 

141. Where are you living at present? — I am in lodgings with my brother. 

142. You have no place of your own ? — No. 

143. You have no house to live in except lodgings ? — No. 

144. Have you been a labourer for a considerable number of years in this district? — Since I was 
born. 

145. The Lord Chancellor. — How old are you now? — Forty-three. 

146. Mr. Peart. — It has been stated here that you were dismissed from the employment of Mr. 
Peare ? — I was not dismissed. 

147. You either left or were dismissed ? — I left Christmas week at seven o’clock. 

148. You had a dispute with him? — He owed me ten weeks’ hire. 

149. Before you left was there any necessity to seek for a cottage elsewhere? — Yes; he was 
thatching and repairing the house. I lived in it for a year after. 

150-1. So that the house was in a very bad state of repair ? — It was not fit for a pig. 

152. During the eighteen months or two years since you left the place with him have you been 
working according as you can get the labour to do ? — Any amount. 

153. As a labourer ? — Yes. 

154. If you get this cottage here are you prepared to work as industriously at ordinary farm 
labouring?— I hare no other way of living. 

155. Mr. Justice Ross. — Who is it employs you now ? — Mr. Leary. 

156. How far is he away from this? — About a quarter of a mile. 

157. What size farm has he ? — About forty acres. 

158. Has he a cottage on his land? — No. 

159. Why did you not select a site on his land ? — It is not in my division. 

160. Mr. Peart. — You had been living already in a cottage on Mr. Peare’s land for about 
-fourteen years? — Yes. 

161. And your mother’s people live in a cottage on the opposite side of the road to where this 
proposed cottage is to be ? — Yes. 

162. Mr. O’Brien. — Since you left — but you omitted to mention you had to be put out by 
process ? — Yes, he summoned me. 

163. And you call that leaving? — He told me he might want the house after a bit. 

164. The Lord Chancellor. — W e have here the absolutely uncontradicted 
statement made by Mr. Peare that this man has been drunk repeatedly, and 
that an absolute drunkard is being put upon him. He has also been described 
as a decent respectable looking man, and, except for the failing to which I 
have referred, no one ever questioned his conduct in other respects, but the 
District Council have left unchallenged and undisputed on examination the 
opinion of his employer that he was an habitual drunkard. Is that the kind 
of man that it is reasonable to put back on him in a labourer’s cottage, living 
on his place, and in view of his house and demense? We must allow the 
objection in this case with the usual costs. 
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JUDICIAL COMMITTEE OE THE PRIVY COUNCIL, 


COUNCIL CHAMBER, DUBLIN CASTLE, Tuesday, June 27th, 1905. 


Present : — The Right Honourable Lord Justice Walker, presiding. 
The Right Honourable Mr. Justice Johnson. 

The Right Honourable Mr. Justice Gibson. 

The Right Honourable Mr. Justice Ross. 


The Rathdrum Rural District Labourers Order, 1904 (Part 2), and 
the Labourers (Ireland) Acts, 1883 to 1903. 

Counsel for the Local Government Board — Mr. George Green , instructed by Messrs. T. T. 
Mecredy and Son. 

Counsel for the Rural District Council — Mr. J. J. Clancy, m.p., instructed by Mr. T. J. 
O’Dempsey. 

Petition of Alexander Keene against the erection of a Cottage on the Tovvnland of Tiglin, 
Electoral Division of Newcastle Lower. 

Counsel for Objector — Mr. Dudley White, instructed by Messrs. J. K. Toomey and Co. 

Mr. White. — The objection in this case is two-fold — first that there is no necessity for the 
erection of a cottage, and second that the effort to put this cottage on Mr. Keene is due to a 
personal quarrel between Mr. Keene and the son of Patrick Byrne, the labourer who is applying 
for the cottage, in consequence of which Byrne left Mr. Keene’s employment, with the result 
that he is now seeking to get a cottage put on his land. 

Alexander Keene, sworn, examined. 

1. Mr. White. — You are the petitioner in this case 1 ? — Yes. 

2. You know this man, Patrick Byrne? — Yes. 

3. How long was he in your employment ? — Between 20 and 25 years. 

4. What house did he live in on your land ? — He lived in a cottage built by Lord Fitzwilliam. 

5. Was that a cottage on your land ? — Not exactly on my land. 

6. How near to your land ? — Quite adjoining it. 

7. Has he been living in that cottage for the last 25 years ? — I could hardly say that. He was 
in another cottage that got out of repaii - , and I have removed him into this one. 

8. He has been there for a great many years? — Yes, he has been there for a great many years. 

9-10. In addition to that cottage, what other cottages are there about your land for labourers ? — 

I have this cottage that he occupied vacant ; 1 have my gate lodge vacant ; I have a house in 
the yard vacant; and I have a large dwellinghouse on the farm that I could put several labourers 
into if I required them. 

11. Is there any general want of labourers’ cottages about your place? — Not in the least. 

12. I believe Lord Fitzwilliam has kept one of the small villages there purely for labourers’ 
cottages ? — Yes. 

13. What village is that? — Newcastle. 

14. I believe he sets these cottages to farmers, who in turn set them to labourers? — Yes. 

15. As a matter of fact, is there a tremendous number of these cottages? — I don’t say a 
tremendous number, but I suppose there are over a dozen. 

16. At the present time have you five of these cottages? — No. I have the cottages on my own 
land, and this other cottage that Byrne formerly lived in is separated from my farm. 

17. When was it Byrne lived in it? — I think about April or May two years ago. 

18. What happened when he was leaving? — The man that I had in my yard to milk my cows 

took ill and had to go to hospital, and this man’s son milked my cows for a few days. I con- 
sidered that the young man’s brother who was in hospital, and who formerly milked them, was a 
better milker, and I put him to milk my cows, and my kitchen servant helped to milk, and she 
was away, and I was down in the field where they were putting in turnips, and this young lad I 
-told him to go up the yard and help the man in the cowhouse to milk 

19. That is a son of Patrick Byrne ? — Yes. And he said he would not. “ Well,” says I, “ I don’t 
require people that won’t do my bidding.” With that he threw the fork down into the drill, and 
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•walked out of the field. Pat Byrne, who was his father, who was as far as from here to the 
other side of the room off, he was covering the drills with the plough, threw the reins on the 
horse’s back and walked out of the field, and I just said to him, “ Well, Pat,” I said, “ I will 
want your house in a fortnight,” and he said he would give it to me in a month, and that was 
the whole conversation and everything that passed between us. In the course of a fortnight Pat 
came to me and asked me if I would purchase the crop in his land, and I said “ Yes,” and asked 
him what would he want for it 

20. It does not matter about that! — I purchased it from him, and a heap of manure he had in 
the ground, too. He said, “ I am going to get a Land League cottage built.” “ Well,” I said, 
“ I have no objection, unless it is on my land.” He said that it was on my land. “ Well,” said 
I, “ I will oppose it.” That is all that passed between us. He went away, and I don’t think I 
have spoken a half-dozen words to him since. 

21. As a matter of fact, how many cottages are there on the Earl of Fitzwilliam’s property at 
Newcastle ? — I could not exactly say. 

22. The President. — How far is Newcastle away from you ? — It is about one and a half miles 
from this farm. 

23. Mr. White. — Where is Byrne gone to now ? — He is working ever since with Mr. Edward 
Cullen, and he has him in a' cottage on his place. He has a house that could be made into two 
cottages, and he has a cottage — that is three cottages — at Killoughter, but he has a cottage at 
Blackball which is quite close to his own gate, within a few hundred yards of it. 

24. It was suggested that there was an actual dearth of labourers in this district ; have you 
ever found any difficulty in supplying your requirements for labour 1 — Not the least. I can get 
.far more labourers than I want. I have only to send in a message 1 o Rathnew and I have two or 
three in the morning. 

25. In your opinion there is plenty of accommodation for them? — There is plenty. I have 
.several houses vacant. 

26. The President. — Have you any cottages with ground attached to them ? — There is Lord 
Fitzwilliam’s cottage This cottage which is close to my ground, had half an acre. 

27. Mr. Justice Ross.— Is that cottage empty now ? — It is empty now. It has been empty ever 

28. There is half an acre attached ? — There is half an acre attached. 

29. How many other cottages have you on the farm? — I have this cottage and the gate lodge, 
and I have a house that I am preparing new windows and a new roof for in my yard. 

30. Thei - e is no land attached to it ? — There is no land attached. 

31. What is the size of your farm ? — 150 acres. 

32. Mr. Justice Gibson.— What other land have you got ? — I have 200 acres or near it at 
Castlegreen 

33. Mr. Clancy. — He has 300 acres altogether ? — I have more. 

34. Mr. Justice Gibson.— How near are the two farms ?— Hardly a mile across the fields. By 
the road they are more. 

35. Is the unoccupied house with the half acre on the Fitzwilliam part or your own part? — On 
the Fitwilliam part. 

36. Mr. Justice Johnson.— These houses that you mention on your own land as being suitable 
for labourers’ cottages, have they an acre or a half acre of land attached ? — No, they have not. 

37. Mr. White.— I believe, as a matter of fact, that there is a great deal more cattle breeding 
now than there used to be ? — There is. 

38. And tillage is going out there ?— Tillage is going out. You cannot expect men to till when 
they can only get 8s. 6 d. a barrel for oats. 

39. Mr. Justice Gibson.— Are there many labourers’ cottages under the Act of Parliament in 
this vicinity ? — There is one. 

40. There is only one? — I really don’t know of any more. There may be. 

41. The President.— You have 350 acres of land and you have no labourer’s cottage under the 

.Act? — No, I have not. , , , .. . 

42. Mr. Clancy. I take it you have no objection to this cottage under the Act provided it is put 

on some other man’s land ?- Provided it is put on another man’s land— I don’t want a cottage at 
all. I don’t want to interfere with anybody’s land. . 

43. I am asking you a question and you are intelligent enough to know the meaning of it?— I 
would object to its being put on the land of neighbours that did not want it. 

44. Would you object to this cottage if it was to be put on another man s land ?— Not if he 

wanted it: certainly not. ... , , ... . m ,. , 

45. Do you think it is not wanted ? — I don’t think it is wanted— certainly not. This man has 
a cottage at present that is suitable in every respect, a cottage on Lord Fitzwilliam s property. 

46. Mr. Justice Gibson.— Has he a garden attached ?— Certainly. . 

47. What sized garden ?— 1 The same as the remaining cottages. They are all made out m the 

“fc President. — Is that on Mr. Cullen's 1— No. It is not on Mr. Cullen's property 

Justice Johnson.— Hove not Lord Fitswilliam's labourers all got cottages, not 
'labourers’ cottages, but his own, with small plots o£ ground attached 1— I think so. 

60. Mr. Clancy— You are after saying that this man has a cottage at present t— Fes 

51 . Don't you know that the cottage is condemned by the Medical Authorities 1— I don’t 

know anything of the sort. , , , • .» m .. ., ,, 

52. Do you know what amount of land he has got attached to it -To the cottage there is on 
additional half aere of land, but I cannot tell you whether Pat Byrne has it or not. He has the 
cottage. I know that much. I don’t interfere with my neighbours at all m anything about 
-theiTarrangements. I keep to myself, and I know very little about what their arrangements 
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53. Are you done making speeches ; will you answer the question 1 — I will answer any 
questions you put to me. 

54. Is Patrick Byrne a good labourer ?— I have no fault to find with him. 

55. You had him for twenty-five or twenty-seven years ? ’Yes. 

56. And then you dismissed him ? — I did not dismiss him. He walked out of my field. 

57. You evicted him ? — He walked out of the field. 

58. You dismissed the son and evicted the lather ? — I told the son I would not require him if 
he would not do my business. You would do the same thing. 

59. And you evicted the father in consequence of your dispute with the son 1 — I did not evict 
him. He gave me up the cottage. 

60. Tell us what sort of a cottage was it ? — It is one of Lord Fitzwilliam’s cottages. I did not 
build it. 

61. What sort of a cottage was it ; will you describe it to their lordships? — It is a slated 
cottage. I don’t know whether there are two or three rooms in it. There are three rooms. 

I think. 

62. Is not the occupier of that house a man named Trim ? — He has the cottage, I believe. 

He let it to 

63. For goodness sake answer the questions briefly ; is not the occupier of that cottage and 
the half acre you talk of a man named Trim ? — I believe it is. 

64. And not Byrne at all ? — But he has it let to Byrne. 

,, ®J rne is n °t the occupier? — I cannot say whether he is or not, but he is living in it. 
lhat is all I know. Whether he is the owner or occupier or not, I cannot tell you more than 
that. 

66. Will you set this cottage you are talking of and the half acre to Byrne ? — No, I don’t want 
Byrne. I don’t want a man who will throw up my situation at a moment’s notice. 

6i. Would you set any of your cottages that you say you have in your possession to anyone 
but a labourer of your own ?— Well, I don’t want to do that. I don’t waut to let my cottages to 
anybody but my own labourers. I think it would be a very unreasonable thing to ask me to let 
them to other people. 

68. You would rather have them lying idle ? — I sometimes have them occupied. 

69. . You would not let them even though there were labourers’ cottages required ? — I would let 
them if I wanted labourers, I would put them in it. 

70. But to no others ? — No, I would not. 

71. Had you an offer from a tenant for one of them recently, and did you refuse it?— For a 
cottage — no. I think not. 

72. Are you sure of that? — Oh, yes : there was a man wanted one, a gardener who came to me 
and wanted one of them, but he was not a man I would take. 

73. He was not a labourer of yours ? — He was working for me for about two months. 

74. You refused him ? — I did not. He was not suitable and I was not going to take on an 
unsuitable man. 

75. Did you say on that occasion on which you refused him that you would rather have the 
house empty until this case was over ? — No, I did not say anything of the sort. 

76. Mr. White. — Lord Fitzwilliam has no labourers there of his own now as I understand ? — I 
could not tell you that. 

77. But there are about eighteen cottages in the town of Newcastle belonging to Lord 
Fitzwilliam? — I could not say exactly. I won’t say anything that I cannot swear to. 

John J. Reilly, sworn, examined. 

78. Mr. Clancy. Are you one of the two District Councillors for the district that we are now 
concerned with ? —Yes, Newcastle Lower. 

79. Do you know Patrick Byrne ? — I do well. 

a S 00c * agricultural labourer ? - Splendid. I wish we had a few more like him. 
so mi ^ oes ii ye at present? — He lives in a place called Virgin Row on Mr. Trim’s farm. 
”*'• What sort of a house has he got ? — He has got a house with two rooms, no back door, and 
no back windows, and a half-acre that belonged to the Earl of Fitzwilliam, and when the tenant 
purchased under the Act he simply levelled the half acre into his own land. 

tt canno *' con tinue to live there ? — No. It is condemned by the Sanitary Authority. 

84. Have you got the certificate here ?— No. 

85. Are you personally aware of it being condemned ? — I am personally aware that that Row 
has been condemned. I think I gave evidence to that effect at a sworn inquiry in Rathdrum 
quite recently. 

86. Is there a want of agricultural labourers in the district? — I know of no district in the 
country in which agricultural labourers are more wanted or accommodation for them. 

, Keene has sworn that the tendency is towards grazing and not towards tillage. Is 

that to be accounted for by the absence of labourers? — Unfortunately it is, and the cause is the 
want of sufficient labour. 

88. Mr. Justice Johnson. — What time did you know this to be an agricultural district? — I 
know the district well for the last thirty years. 

89. How long is it since it was turned into grass? — It is going by degrees into grass for the 
last twenty years. 

90. What is the price of labour in the district? — It averages according to the man you have. 

It averages six shillings a week, with board and lodging in your house, or you generally pay 

e j'' ,ee Pf. ten an ^ twelve shillings, with a house and other perquisites as well, such as coal, &c. 
i "■ 1 C,anc D — You employ labourers yourself? — I do. On an average I have about six 
working for me the whole year round, taking the harvest into consideration. 

92. Could you employ more?— Yes, if the labour was there I would' till more, 
yd. You would till more yourself ?— Yes I would, a lot more. 
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94. About those cottages of Earl Fitz william— is there land attached to those cottages ? — The 
way it has been is— at one time the Earl Fitzwilliam levelled all the workmen's houses on the 
road that went through his estate, and then he built the village of Newcastle, which has between 
fifteen and twenty houses in it. 

95. Are they occupied or not 1 — They are, but at the same time Earl Fitzwilliam, instead of 
giving directly to the labourer, handed them over to his tenants, who charged the labourer for 
them, and then when the tenant farmer dispossesses the labourer, as Mr. Keene has done in this 
■ case, he has unfortunately no house to go to, and he must leave the country. There are eight 
Irish miles of road from the boundary of Rathdown Number 2 to Rathnew, between the boundary 
of Rathdown Number 2 and the Rathdrum district, and for the eight miles there is only one 
house built by the Sanitary Authority. We get great opposition, and we have to withdraw it. 

96. Mr. Justice Gibson. — Have you got much tillage 1 — I farm a hundred and fifty acres. 

97. Have you got any labourers’ cottages on you ? — No. I am sorry they cannot build any 
because there is no water adjoining the road. 1 am ruined for water myself. Only for that I 
would be glad if they would build some. 

98. Mr. Clancy. — All those houses of Lord Fitzwilliam are occupied at present ? — Yes. 

99. Those houses that Mr. Keene has, do you know them ] — Yes. 

100. Tell us about them now? — They are not fit for human habitation nor anything like it. 

101. All those houses? — There are only two of them — the one at the end and the lodge. The 
dwellinghouse was allowed to fall in and the lodge is not much better. 

102. In your opinion they are not fit for habitation ? — No. 

103. Is there land attached to them? — There is no land attached to them. 

104. Mr. Justice Ross. — What about the house this man was put out of? — Mr. Keene does not 
own that house. 

105. Is that a suitable house? — Yes. 

106. Mr. Justice Johnson. — The purchasing tenant has taken up the land? — Not in this case. 
Earl Fitzwilliam owns all the houses in his own hands. 

107. Mr. Justice Gibson. — Trim is the tenant of the lands? — Trim has purchased it. 

108. Mr. Clancy. — You heard Mr. Keene tell about Cullen’s house. — Yes. 

109. You heard Mr. Keene speak about what he called Cullen’s house. What sort of a house 
has Cullen? — Very comfortable, but he has built it for a friend, and he cannot give it to a 
labourer. 

110. In fact, is it a shop ? — There is accommodation for two cottages where there has been a 
flourishing public-house. 

111. This is the house Mr. Keene was speaking of? — Yes. That house at the present moment 
is worth at least £30 a year to Mr. Cullen. This is a shop. 

112. It was always a shop? — It was a flourishing public-house. 

113. What sort is the other house? — The other is a small cottage he built for a friend. 

114. Is it true to say, as Mr. Cullen said at the inquiry, that the other house that Mr. Keene 
alludes to, the whole roof is off the front of it ? — Certainly. He does not intend to put it into 
repair, because he could not put it into repair. 

115. Then he has ho cottage but a gate-lodge, and two persons are after leaving it ? — That is 
quite true. 

116. Mr. White. — You started by saying that actually they have turned to grazing down in 
Wicklow because they have not enough of labourers’ cottages ? — Yes. 

117. Do you remember you swore before the Local Government Board Inspector — you were 
asked by Mr. Toomey — “ Is not it a fact that as times have been going on agriculture has been 
going down and grazing has been going up as a means of making remuneration out of land?” 
and you said— “ Yes, that is true ; but grazing goes up according as it pays." Don’t you know 
perfectly well that that is the reason? — That is quite right. 

That is a very good answer. 

118. Mr. Keene does not seem to know very much about these cottages in Newcastle. There 
are about twenty of them in Newcastle? — Between fifteen and twenty. 

119. Everyone of these has half an acre of land ? — No. 

120. How much? — There is half a rood attached to each house. 

121. The President. — Are not they in the village? — Yes. 

122. Mr. White. — Lord Fitzwilliam has no labourers himself directly at all? — No. He has sold 
his estate. 

123. He lets these to tenants, and they give them to the labourers ?— Yes. 

124. That man Trim is a tenant farmer ? — Yes. 

1 25. What size farm has he ? — About 1 20 acres. 

126. Was the cottage that Bryne had from Trim on Trim’s own land, or was it a village cot- 
tage ?— It was built on the farm by Earl Fitzwilliam, and was put into the farm for the purpose 
of purchase and he bought it with the holding. 

127. He bought 120 acres with a cottage on it which Lord Fitzwilliam had used as a labourer’s 
cottage? — Yes. 

128. And he then brought it into his own holding ?— Yes. Earl Fitzwilliam wished to get rid 
of it because it was away from the village, and added it to the farm at the time of the pur- 
chase, so that the tenant would have it. 

129. So when the tenant- that is Trim —got it, there was no labourer’s cottage on his place ?— 
No, there was not. He levelled the garden into his field, built up the back windows and back 
door, and left the unfortunate man nothing in front but a window and a door. 

130. Did you think of putting a cottage on Trim at all ?— The labourer is not altogether to 
blame for planting the house on Mr. Keene. 

131. Did your Council think at all of putting a cottage on Trim?— I think where the site was 
. selected by the labourer is more suitable than on Trim. 

132. Are there no suitable places on Trim’s land ?— Not so suitable. The land is very inferior. 
We wished to give the labourer the best land we can, especially when we can get a man to mind it. 
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133. Owing to the excellence of Mr. Keene’s land as tillage land ? — Both; it is mixed. 

134. Mr. Cullen has no tenant at the present time for the labourer’s cottage on his land ? — T 
won’t call that a labourer’s cottage. 

135. Has he no tenant for it? — He can have a tenant for it to-morrow, and he is going to- 
have it. 

136. He has no tenant at the present time? — No. It is only quite recently built. 

Patrick Byrne, sworn examined. 

137. Mr. Clancy. — You are Patrick Bynie the labourer in this case ? — Yes. 

138. You were 27 years 1 believe in the employment of Mr. Keene ? — Yes. 

139. What sort of a house have you at present? — A small little cottage with two little rooms;, 
one room and a kitchen. 

140. How many rooms are in it? — There is only one small room. 

141. How many in family have you ?- Six. 

142. There are four children, yourself, and your wife? — Yes, three girls and a boy. 

143. Is it one or two apartments ? — Two. Thei - e is a little upstairs in the house. 

144. How do you hold that house? — At a shilling a week. 

145. You are a weekly tenant? - A weekly tenant. 

146. You have no land ? — I have no land. 

147. Has the house been let to you permanently or has it been let to you only temporarily? — 
Only temporary. 

148. Until you get some other cottage to live in? — Yes, and I am under notice at the present 
time. 

149. Your present landlord is Mr. Cullen, the man from whom you have the house you are 
living in ? — Mr. Trim. 

150. He is the real tenant of the house and you are a sub-tenant? — Yes, I am paying a shilling 
a week. 

151. Mr. White. — Mr. Keene did not dispense with your services? — I beg your pardon. 

152. Mr. Keene did not dispense with your services; he did not dismiss you? — He did not 
dismiss me. 

153. But he sent your son away? — Ho did. 

154. And was not it merely because you were annoyed at your son being sent away that you 
left? — I wanted to keep him with me. I did not want him to go away from me. 

155. You were annoyed at that? — I was. 

156. You say you were annoyed with Mr. Keene for sending away your son? — Yes. 

1 57. Did you tell him afterwards that you would have a Land League cottage put on his land ? 
— I did not at the present. 

158. Mr. Justice Ross. — Did you at that time? — In a fortnight when he came up. 

159. You told him then you would put it on ? — I said I was going to look for a cottage. “ Where 

will you go to look for it ?”, he said 

160. Mr. White. — Did you say you would put a Land League cottage on him? — Not a word. 

161. Did you use the word Land League cottage ? — I never mentioned it.’ 

162. Don’t you call these cottages Land League cottages ? — They do. 

163. Don’t you call it Land League cottages?— 1 often did, but not to him. 

164. You think it was the Land League got you the cottage? — I do not think any such thing. 

I told him I was going to look for a cottage. 

165. Did you hear Mr. Keene swear you said Land League cottage? — I never said it. 

166. Though it is the usual phrase you would use ? — It is, but I did not say it. 1 never men- 
tioned the name. 

Mr. Justice Gibson. — Is there any officer to be examined to prove the state of the cottage of 
Trim ? 

Mr. Clancy. — Mr. Reilly is after swearing that it has been condemned. It was since the 
inquii-y before the Local Government Board Inspector that he was put into this house, and that 
explains why there was no evidence about it at the local inquiry, 

The President. — Is there anyone who knows anything about it now ? 

Mr. Clancy. — Would your lordship allow me to ask Mr. Reilly about this house of Trim’s? 

167. Mr. Justice Ross (to Mr. Reilly). — Why don’t you put this cottage on Trim’s farm; it is 
150 acres — this man is working for him ? — He is not working for him ; he is working for Cullen. 

168. Mr. Clancy. — Do you know this house of Trim’s? — I do. 

169. What sort is it ? — It is impossible for a man with a family to live in it much longer. 

170. How many rooms are in it? — There are two small little apartments in it with no back 
windows. 

The President. — The Committee see no reason for rejecting this cottage. 

Mr. Clancy. — I would ask your lordship to make the usual order about costs. 

The President. — Very well. Under the circumstances we will give no costs. 


Petition of Wilfred Tighf, against the erection of a Cottage on the Townland of 
Ballinapark, Electoral Division of Glenealy. 

Objector appears in person. 

Wilfred Tighe, sworn, examined. 

171. The President. — We are ready to hear what you have to say ? — I am objecting to this 
cottage in person and to the attempt to have it out on me. I have already got five cottages on 
the land. I have got quite sufficient labourers for what I want. I have only got about ten acres 
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of tillage. It is within about a mile of Rathnew, where I can get any amount of labour. All my 
cottages have as much land as the people want. If they want any more land I will give it to 
them, but at the present moment they have a great deal too much land because they want their 
employer to plough up their pieces of ground for them. In nearly every case of these labourers’ 
cottages they till them themselves. There is too much land, and they have to get and put in 
oats and farm crops. This man, I don’t know his name, who is applying for a cottage on my land 
came to me about two years ago and asked me to sign a requisition to have a cottage put on my 
land. I said I would do no such thing. Then he went away and made application for it to be 
put on my land, and that was at a time when he was working for my next-door neighbour, Mr. 
Byrne, who had no labourers’ cottages on his land. Another man then came in and got a cottage 
put on Mr. Byrne. This man went away, and as he could not get a cottage there he tried to "et 
it on me. Ever since then he has been working for somebody else. He has never been in my 
employment. I only saw the man once in my life. I have already five cottages, and I only farm 
about 130 acres, and I think five cottages with that amount of ground is quite sufficient. 

172. Mr. Justice Johnson. — They are all occupied! — Every one of them. 

173. Have each of them, although they put you to the trouble of tilling for them, have each of 
them a bit of ground!— Every one of them. I was wrong in saying five cottages. I have four 
at the present moment, and I will have another on the 29th of September. There is a sub-tenant 
of mine and I am taking up his holding inside my farm on the 29th of September. That will give 
me five cottages. 

174. Your first objection is the situation. Have you a map here 1 — No, I have not, but I have 
already a gate lodge, and it is next the gate lodge that the plot of ground is on which they are 
trying to put the cottage. 

175. Mr. Justice Gibson. — Is it on the same side of the road or opposite! — It is on the same 
side of the road. 

176. Mr. Justice Johnson. — Is that your main entrance 1 — It is my only entrance with a lodge, 
though it is really not my main entrance, because I do not use that entrance very much. 

177. Does this labourer’s cottage adjoin the lodge!— It would adjoin the lodge. 

178. Mr. Justice Ross. — How far away is it from the lodge ! — I suppose it° would be between 
30 and 40 yards. 

179. You live on that place! — I do. 

180. What is the meaning of this : that is marked on the other side of the road (shows map) 1 
— I don’t know. I never saw that before. I only got the one map showing the cottage which I 
objected to. 

181. Mr. Justice Gibson. — How much ground have you attached to your four cottages at the 
present time 1 — There is one cottage has a small bit of ground. Another cottage has about, I 
should think, nearly a rood or more, and I should think that the two cottages down by near 
where they want to put this cottage have nearly half an acre between the two. 

182. A rood each is about the amount! — Yes, I should think taking all of them there is nearly 
half-an-acre. 

183. Mr. Justice Johnson. — They have land enough, and you are disposed to give any more 
that they may require ! — Certainly, any amount of land. I will give any more that they can till 
without requiring horses to come down and grub it up for them: Half the labourers’ cottages in 
the country are dealt with like that. 

184. Mr. Clancy. — What is your name : is it Wilfred Tighe 1 — Yes. 

185. Are you owner or occupier, or both! — No, I am not, I have not bought out. I am only 
the tenant. 

186. There is Colonel Tighe mentioned as the landlord and occupier : are you one and the same 
person ! — I have not that honour. My father was the late Colonel Tighe. 

187. You are the occupier ? — Yes. 

188. Were you at the local inquiry! — No, I was not. I went the first day on which, according 
to the advertisements which appeared in the papers, it was to be held. I went there and lost the 
whole day, and was told then it had been put off until the next day, and I could not attend the 
next day. 

189. Did you read the evidence of Mr. William Byrne, District Councillor', given at the 
inquiry 1 — I did not. I don’t recollect it. 

190. Listen to this : “ Do you know the site! — I do. Did you see Mr. Wilfred Tighe at the 
site ! — Y es ; the day Mr. Boyd and myself marked out the site, we met Mr. Tighe and he offered 
no objection. He pointed out the place for us to mark ” ? — That is not true. I never met 
Mr. Byrne at the site. 

191. Nor Mr. Boyd! — Nor Mr. Boyd or anybody else. 

192. That is all false! — That is false, that I met Mr. Boyd at the site. 

193. Could there be any other Mr. Tighe who met them!— No. 

194. And this is an invention that you met Mr. Boyd and Mr. Byrne at the site ! — It is an 
absolute invention that I met them at the site. 

195. Mr. Justice Gibson. — Was there ever any talk about the site whether you met them there 
or not! — I did meet them, but it was not on the site, but on the road. 

196. What was the conversation! — I told Mr. Boyd I objected to any site. 

197. No matter where ! — Yes. 

The President. — That is what Mr. Byrne says. The day they marked out the site they met 
Mr. Tighe. 

Mr. Justice Gibson. — And he pointed out the place for them to mark. 

198. Mr. Clancy. — All that is false! — I said, if there is a site put on it there is only one place 

in it. I did not go with them at all, but I said, if there is to be a site 

199. Mr. Justice Gibson. — Where is the place you indicated ! — Somewhere near where it 
is now. 

N 
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200. Did you indicate it ! — I said, there is only one place. If there is a cottage put, you must 
put it on the high i-oad. 

201. Substantially, is this the least objectionable place that a cottage could be put on ? — It was 
at the time, but circumstances have altered since then. There was a forge and a cottage there at 
that time, and it was all in a state of dilapidation, but since then the man who owned the forge 
and the piece of ground has given them up to me. His wife died, and he has gone to Rathdrum. 
He gave up the ground, and I, not knowing then that the plot of ground had been planted there, 
rebuilt this forge and made a cottage on it, and it is now one of my cottages with part of the 
ground at this place. 

Mr. Justice Gibson. — Then there is very little conflict between you and Mr. Byrne. 

202. Mr. Clancy. — Tell us about these cottages. You have four already, and you say you will 
have five soon. Is not one of them a mere forge! — One of them was a forge, but it has been 
turned into a labourer’s cottage, and a very good labourer’s cottage — I spent £8 on the same 
cottage. 

203. Have you added to 9 the number of rooms ! — No, because there was no requirement to add 
ho the number of rooms. There are only a man and his wife and a baby, and they don’t want 
three or four rooms. 

204. Is there a tenant in that place now ! — There is a man working for me now. When he 
requires more room I will give it. 

205. How many apartments are there! — Two, the kitchen and bedroom. 

Mr. Justice Johnson. — Where exactly is this forge! 

206. Mr. Justice GibsOn — Was it near the plot proposed to be taken 1 — I think so. I think it 
was on the very place. I never could quite make out. 

207. — Mr. Justice Johnson. — On the Ordnance Map there was a building on the place where 
this was -required : do you think that this was the forge 1 — I think so. I think that the forge 
would come in useful for building the house. 

208. Mr. Clancy. — You have told us of one of those cottages in your hands ; that is the forge, 
or what was the forge — the gate lodge is the next 1 — The gate lodge is next. 

209. Is not that a ruin 1 — It is no such thing. The gate lodge is perfectly good. 

210. Is it vacant or occupied 1 — It was occupied up to this week, and I am not sure whether it 
is not occupied now. My gardener was in it. 

211. Do you mean to say it was occupied for the last two or three years! — It has been occupied 
on and off ever since I got the place. 

212. Have the people left it because it was too small and unfit to live in 1 — No. 

213. How many rooms are in it! — Three rooms, I think. Mr. Fenton built that. 

214. Mr. Justice Johnson. — There is no gate lodge at the main entrance, but there is at this 
•other entrance ! — Y es. 

215. Who is in it at present! — My gardener is in it. 

It is a very proper place to find one of the domestics or people living about the place labouring in. 

216. Mr. Justice Gibson. — How many labourers have you got altogether living on the farm 1 — 
I have got five or six, generally six. 

217. Mr. Clancy. — Some of the labourers are housed outside! — Yes. 

218. On other people ! — Yes. 

219. Are there any of these labourers’ cottages public labourers’ cottages ! — They won’t be now. 

220. But are there any of them public labourers’ cottages in the district! — Yes ; there are two 
on the opposite side of my gate lodge. 

221. Have you got any other land besides this place! — No. 

222. How many acres do you farm ! — About 130. 

223. You have no union cottage put on you ! — I don’t require them. 

224. I am simply asking you a question ; you have none !— No, 

225. In addition to the gate lodge at the forge, what other cottage have you on your land, 
labourer’s cottage! — I have got a cottage at the end next the barn, down the lane, a small 
-cottage. 

226. Is that the cottage occupied by a man named Mullin 1 — No, I have no man named Mullin. 

227. Had you a man named Mullin 1 — No. 

228. How many rooms are there in that cottage 1 — I could not tell you. I never heard. 

229. Had you a labourer named Cullen 1 — I have. 

230. Is that where he lives! — No. 

231. What sort is the house you are referring to! — It is a small thatched cottage. At present 
there is no labourer of mine living in it. There is a labourer of my neighbour. She asked me to 
let her have it. 

232. How many rooms are in it ! — I don’t know. I never was in it. 

233. You would not be surprised to hear that there were only two rooms, or that it was a one 
roomed cottage 1 — I don’t know. 

234. How many windows are in the place 1 — I don’t know. It is occupied by a labourer 
working for a lady who lives near. 

235. Is there any ground attached to it 1 — There is. 

236. How much ? — I could not tell you that. 

237. A quarter of an acre 1 — No. Quite enough for one man to work by himself. 

238. Where does Cullen live l — Cullen lives in what was the forge. Cullen asked me to give 
him that cottage. He had no cottage at all, and he asked me to take him into my employment 
and give him that cottage. 

239. Are these all the cottages you have 1 — No, I have two others, and I have one in the yard 
with a herd in it, and one that will become vacant on the 29th of September. 

240. That is occupied at the present time 1 — Yes. 

241. Have any of them more than two windows 1 — Yes, they have from six to four and five. 

242. What is the greatest number of windows in any of them! — There are plenty of windows. 

243. I think the forge is actually on this site 1 — I cannot swear that. 
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244. That is a material thing ? — It is turned into a house. 

^ r ' ™ Stice was a forge and fell into ruins and is no longer a forge 1 — Yes. 

246 . Mr Clancy.— But is not it on the site selected 1—1 cannot swear that 

selected 0 ™' therC “ & '* ltaea * here who sa y s that w ^at was the forge is , actually the site 
Mr. Justice Johnson.— Yes ; he told us that long ago. 

247. Mr. Justice Gibson.— We cannot have two labourers’ cottages on the same site ; is it 
proposed to put out one labourer to put in another 1 — That is what it comes to. 

Mr. Justice Gibson. — It all depends on whether the two sites cover the same area. 

248. Mr. Justice Ross. — There is another man on this site now? Yes. 

249. Is he in your employment ? — Yes. 

250. They are proposing to take this site and put him out and put in their own man 1—1 don’t 
know what they are going to do. 

Mr. Justice Gibson.— We will have to be satisfied as to the area. 

Mr. Clancy.— The District Council are perfectly satisfied to take a site alongside this forge. 

Mr. Justice Gibson— If you take away the cottage of an existing labourer it cannot be justified 
for a moment. 

Mr. Clancy. — It does not follow necessarily. It is a i-uin at present. 


George Moore, sworn, examined. 

251. Mr. Clancy. — Did you survey this ? — Yes. 

252. Mr. Justice Ross.— You mode this ma,p!_Yes. These svere at the time old building*, 
falling into rums. 

253. Mr. J ustice J ohnson. — At what time were you there ?— On the 10th of April, 1 904. 

254. Mr. Justice Ross— Was there a house there a man could live in? — It was’ not fit to live 
in. 

255. Was there a man living in it then 1 — No. 

256. Is there a man living in it now ?— I could not say that. 

Mr. Tighe. — There is a man living in it now. 

The President. — Mr. Tighe repaired it since and people went to live in it. 

257. Mr. Justice Ross. — You have not seen it since it was repaired by Mr. Tighe? No. 

258. The President (to Mr. Tighe)— Did you put in this labourer after the Scheme was started 
and after the site was inspected, to your knowledge ? — I did, but I did not know that that was 
the site. I did not know where the site was — that it was the house there in ruins. 

259. Mr. Justice Gibson— I thought you indicated to Mr. Boyd and Mr. Byrne the site that 
would be least objectionable for putting up a labourer’s cottage, and that it was on this very 
place ? — Not the forge. I had no notion they would take the forge. It was a good building, and 
only required a few pounds expenditure to put it into condition for a labourer. 


Thomas Kennedy, sworn, examined. 

260. Mr. Clancy. — You are Thomas Kennedy, the labourer, in this case ? — Yes. 

261. Are you married? — Yes. 

262 How many children have you ? — Six. 

263. That makes eight, including your wife and yourself ? — Yes. 

264. Where do you work ? — I am working on the golf grounds at Wicklow. 

265. Mr. Justice Ross. — Do you mean working as an ordinary labourer at agricultural work? — 
At agricultural work. 

266. Mr. Justice Gibson. — How far would you go from Ballinapark every day ? — I don’t go 
from Ballinapark. I live in Rathnew on the commons. 

267. Where is the golf ground? — Beyond the station. 

268. How far would you have to go to the golf grounds if you had a house in Ballinapark ? 

If I had a house there I would not go to Wicklow. I would work in the neighbourhood. 

269. Mr. Justice Johnson. — Is Mr. Brooks living in Wicklow? — No, he does not live in 
Wicklow. He has a place at Knockrobbin. 

270. How far is that from Ballinapark? — About miles. 

271. You were with him about twelve months? — About a year and eight months. 

272. You were asked why a cottage was not put on him, and your answer was, “ I was living 
with Mr. Garrett Byrne, of Croonakerry” ? — At the time I was about to put in for a cottage I 
was with Mr. Garrett Byrne. 

273. Is there a house on Byrne’s land ? — There is. 

274. Mr. Clancy. — A union cottage? — Yes. 

275. This job you are at, at present is not a permanent job? — It is not a permanent job ; and 
the only objection Mr. Tighe had to me was that I did not put in for one on Mr. Byrne, and 
there was one on Mr. Byrne at the time. 

276. What sort of a house are you living in at present ? — Ifis only very poor. It is a thatched 
cabin, with two little apartments. 

277. Mr. Justice Gibson. — Is it in Rathnew ? — Yes, on the common. 

Then it is very poor. 

Mr. Justice Johnson. — The question is not whether he should have a dwelling, but whether he 
should be put on the particular place at Ballinapark ; that is the real point. 

Mr. Clancy. — The grounds of objection are that the site adjoins the gate lodge at the entrance 
to the petitioner’s residence, and I submit his own evidence shows that he practically indicated 
that site. The fact that he finds no difficulty in obtaining labourers is not sufficient ground at all 
for rejecting this cottage. 

Mr. Tighe. — There is another point I did not mention at the time, and that is, there is no pure 
water at that place for any man. 

N 2 
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Mr. Clancy. — I understand that the engineer is prepared to state the contrary. 

Mr. Moore. — My note says, “ water close by.” 

278. Mr. Justice Johnson (to Mr. Moore). — Have you heard what Mr. Tighe says, that there 
■would be no fresh water for a man living there ? — There is a river close by. 

279. Mr. Justice Ross. — What do you say to the river? — (Mr. Tighe). — I say it is not fit to 
driuk. The water is contaminated. 

280. Mr. Justice Gibson. — Has the river got a name ? — No. It is only a little stream. 

281. Mr. Justice Johnson. — Where would this man have to go for water? — To my own well. 

282. That would not be available to a labourer occupying a labourer’s cottage without your 
permission? — No ; he would have to come down through my garden. 

Mr. Clancy. — I was going to ask your lordships whether the second and third grounds are 
.grounds at all ? 

The President. — The grounds are apparent enough. The man has 130 
acres, and he has four cottages and another coming on — that is five. On the 
whole, we don’t think it is reasonable to put this cottage on the man. 

Mr. Clancy. — I would ask your lordship not to give costs. 

The President. — We cannot give costs. The man is appearing in person. 


Petition of Cyril V. Ruskell and John C. Ruskell against the erection of a Cottage on 
the Townland of Johnstown North, Electoral Division of Kilbride. 

Counsel for Objector — Mr. Seely, instructed by Messrs. Hamilton and Craig. 

Mr. Seely. — If your lordship pleases, this is a case of an existing house that has been con- 
demned as unfit lor human habitation, and I would call attention to the fact that our chief point 
is the Doctor’s certificate — Dr. Hudson — I don’t know whether he is here or not — “ This is a 
fairly good thatched cabin, but I consider all thatched cabins unsanitary,” 

Mr. Justice Johnson. — I am afraid that must have been drawn up for some other place than 
Ireland. 

Mr. Clancy. — The evidence as given in print was — “ I consider all old houses unfit,” and then 
he was asked, “ Do you consider the house that Steadman lives in unfit for healthy human 
habitation ?” and he says, “ T do ”. 

Mr. Seely. — This is a copy of the certificate I am reading from. The other objections are 
that the cottage is quite insanitary. 

Mr. Justice Ross. — What size is it? 

Mr. Seely. — It has three rooms and a thatched roof, two rooms and a kitchen ; and we say 
there are plenty of cottages vacant in the neighbourhood ; and another point is that there are 
two union cottages, within about two miles of this place, which have been built for the last two 
years, and have never been inhabited. 

Mr. Justice Johnson. — That is a much stronger ground. 

Mr. Seely. — There are men paying rent for them. These men who have got them are so eager 
to -get the ground that they pay for the cottages without occupying them. 

Cyril Ruskell, sworn, examined. 

283. Mr. Seely. — Do you know the cottage with the thatched roof which has been condemned 
by the doctor ? — Yes. 

284. Tell their lordships what kind of a cottage it is ? — It is a very good cottage with three 
good rooms in it, and is newly thatched. 

285. Did the labourer ever complain to you? — Never. 

286. At present it is occupied ?— -It is occupied by a labourer in our employment. 

287. What family has he ? — He has two children. 

288. Mr. Justice Gibson. — Is there any ground attached? — Yes, two gardens. 

289. What size are they ? — I should say there is about a rood between the two. 

290. Mr. Seely. — Do you give the man living in it always a barrel of potatoes ? — Yes, we give 
all our labourers a barrel of potatoes in the field, we till their land, put in their potatoes and 
take them out for thorn. 

291. Mr. Justice Gibson — What size is the farm you live on ? — About 140 acres. 

P' 292. Mr. Seely. — How many labourers’ cottages have you on all your holdings altogether ? — 
•Seven. 

293. Mr. Justice Ross. — Have you any other holding except this one ? — Yes. 

294. How many have you altogether? — Four different farms. 

295. How many acres altogether ?- -350. 

296. Mr. Seely. — One of your cottages is built under the Labourers Act? — Yes. 

2y7. Mi-. Justice Gibson. — Are all your farms on the Fitzwilliam Estate? — No. 

298. Among the cottages in the neighbourhood is there one on Mr. Dillon’s? — Yes. It has 
.never been inhabited since it was built. 

299. Mr. Justice Gibson. — Is one built? — About two or three years. 

300. Mr. Seely. — Is there a man paying rent for it ? — I heard so in Rathdrum. 

301. And not living in it ? — Yes 

302. Mr. Justice Johnson. — Do you know anything about it? — Yes. 

303. Is there any land attached to it? — Yes, half an acre. 

304. Is there a half acre? — Yes. 

305. Mr. Seely. — Though the house is not occupied the half acre is used? — Yes, it is notorious. 
The other cottage is on Mr. Evans, of Oroghan. 
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miles 6 ’ ThP Presidenfc,— How far is tllafc from youl— Clonpatton, the first place, is scarcely two 

307. Mr. Seely.— How far is that from where the labourer works at present 1— About two 
miles. 

308. Is not he working with Mr. Evans at Croghan 1— This is the Clonpatton cottage. 

™ n °r there a cotta S e on the farm ' ie is working on at present!— Yes ; it is idle too. 

Ttt-' , Jus tice Ross— It is a labourer’s cottage built under the Labourers Act!— Yes. 

311. With a half acre of good land ? — Yes. 

312. And nobody living in it ? — Yes. 

313. Is there anybody cultivating the half acre ?— I don’t think so . 

314. Is Mr. Evans here! — Yes ; not the owner, but his brother. 

315. Mr. Seely— Have you any trouble in getting labourers in the neighbourhood !— Not the 
least. 

316. If the labourer was in this second cottage that you have mentioned with the hou 
unoccupied, would he be nearer his work than if put on your land!— A lot nearer. He is 
working with him. 

317. Mr. Clancy. — Were you examined at the inquiry below? — I was. 

318. Did you mention anything about this cottage under the Labourers Act which was built 
and not occupied ?— I fail to say whether I did or not. I cannot remember. 

319. You know you did not. ?— I don’t know I did not. 

320. Will you be surprised to hear that a man named Dillon is in actual occupation of the 
place ? — He never inhabited it. 

321. Will you undertake to swear that a man named Dillon has not been and is not now in 
occupation ? — He may be in occupation, but he never inhabited the house. 

322. What do you mean? — He never lived in it. Nobody ever lived in it. He is living on 
the farm next to it with his wife. 

323. Are you quite sure of that? — I am quite sure of it. I will swear it. 

324. You say in your objection that William Steadman, the person for whom the proposed 
cottage is intended, is not in need of a cottage, and at the date of the inquiry, held a suitable 
cottage from Petitioners. Tell us what sort of a house is that he held from you ? — A very good 
cottage. 

325. Tell us what sort it was? — I have just stated it has three good rooms, a very large kitchen 
and two bedrooms. 

326. You don’t seem to set very much value on it yourself? — Why? 

327. Is not it a fact that you have left it always open to everybody to go in? — No. It is at 
present inhabited by a man who is working for us. We had three applications for it, and the man 
is here. 


328. Is not it a fact that it has always been open for everybody to go in ? — Not that I 
know of. 

329. What did you do to repair it ? — It needed a little thatching. 

330. I think the. floor was full of holes? — There were some small holes. 

331. And the roof was full of holes ? — Not very many. 

332. But the rain came down on to the floor? — Not that I know of. 

333. There were holes in the floor. What do you think made them. Did you try to obtain a 
tenant for this house? — We never tried, but we had three applications for it. 

334. Did you fail to get a tenant ? — Never. We have one at present — a man that I would like 
myself. 

335. How long have you let it to him ? — About two months. 

336. On your oath ls that house fit for human habitation? — On my oath it is. Anyone would 
be glad to live in it. 

337. Did a man come to you whom you had engaged to work, and when he saw the house he 
would not live in it? — Never. When I got his character I said I would not take him. 

338. Do you recollect a man whom you got from Gorey to work with you? — I never got a man 
from Gorey. 

339. Did you engage any other man who refused to live in this house and consequently left 
your employment when you could not provide him with another house ? — I did not. 

340. All that is imagination? — It is not. 

341. How many rooms are there in it? — Three. 

342. There are two rooms and a kitchen, I think ? — Yes. 

343. Is not one of these rooms occupied by a man named Byrne ? — No. It is a good cottage I 
am speaking of. 

344. I am talking of the cottage in which you say Steadman lived? — Never. There is a man 
of our own in it at present. 

345. Is this all imagination that this house of two rooms and a kitchen and is occupied partly 
by a man named Byrne or rather a woman named Byrne ? — Not at all. It is occupied by a man 
wh® is working for us. 

346. The whole of it? — The whole of it 

Mr. Justice Johnson. — We have this statement in the Inspector’s report ; — “It is a fact that 
Steadman has left Petitioner’s employment, and that some repairs have been done to the house he 
•occupied.” 

347. Mr. Clancy. — Did not you dismiss Steadman, and turn him out? — I dismissed Steadman 
■.which I can explain too. 

348. Was not it for making application for this cottage ? — Decidedly not. 

349. You heard that sworn at che Inquiry ? — Yes, Steadman swore that. 

350. Do you contradict it? — I contradict it. 

351. Is there any foundation for it ? — For what? 

352. For that statement ? — That is dismissed him for the cottage ? 

-353. Yes? — No foundation whatever. 
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354. Had you any conversation with him as to the reason why you dismissed him ? — Yes, for 
his very gross impertinence to me on two occasions. 

355. What was it he said ?— Most vile abuse. 

356. Was there anything about looking for a Land League cottage 1 — Nothing about it. The 
last time he was dismissed for gross impertinence, and I asked my brother to take him back. 

357. Was there anything said about his applying for a cottage at all ? — Not that I remember. 

358. Do you remember whether or not in the year 1899 thiee of those cottages of yours were 
condemned by the doctors ? — I never knew it. 

359. Would you be surprised if they were ? — I would. 

360. Is there no foundation for that statement at all ? — Not that I know of. 

361. And not one of them was condemned ? — The house that Steadman was living in was con- 
demned. 

362. Were not three of these seven houses you have referred to condemned by the doctors in 
1899 ? — I never heard it. 

363. How many men do you employ yourself ?— Ten labourers. 

364. How many houses have you for them ? — We have seven. 

365. You have no Union cottages at all 1— We have a cottage that we built ourselves under the 
Union. 

366. Have you any Union cottage on the lands ? — It was ordered at the second last inquiry in 
Rathdown. In 1901 we were ordered to erect a cottage which we did. 

367. For Steadman ? — No, we wanted it ourselves. 

368. Don’t you know that the cottage which you were to erect under that order was applied 
for by Steadman and by no other ? — He applied for it, but we did not build it for Steadman. We 
built it for ourselves and put whom we liked into it. 

369. You built it by order of the Local Government Board ? — Yes. 

370. And that order was made on the application of Steadman ? — I don’t know. It may have 
been. 

371. And you did not give it to Steadman ? — We never promised it to anybody. 

372. The President. — Did you build it for another labourer? — We built it because we were 
ordered to do so. 

373. Mr. Justice Ross. — Have you any other labourer in it? — We have set it to a labourer. 

374. Mr. Clancy. — You would not let it to Steadman? — We would not. 

375. Mr. Seely. — Does this man work for you? — We have it set to an outsider who does not 
work for us. 

376. Steadman asked for a cottage in 1903 ? — Yes. 

377. That is when the Representation was made? — Yes. 

378. You dismissed him last November ? — Yes. 

Mr. Clancy. — It is in 1901 that this order was made. We have it here. 

Robert Evans, sworn, examined. 

379. Mr. Seely. — Do you know the Union cottage on your brother’s farm at Croghan? — Yes. 

380. How long is it built ? — Over two years. 

381. Has it ever been inhabited? — Not that I am aware of. 

382. I suppose you live close to it ? — Yes. 

383. You would know if it was ? — Yes. 

384. Do you know is there a man paying rent for it but not living in it? — I cannot say, but I 
was given to undertand that was the case. 

385. Do you know the cottage on the place of Mr. Dillon, of Clonpatton ? — Yes. 

386. Is it a Union cottage ? — Yes. 

387. Mr. Justice Ross. — Is the half-acre cropped? — I could not say. 

388. Mr. Seely. — How long has that cottage been built ? — Over a year at all events. 

389. Has that ever been inhabited ? — Not to my knowledge. 

390. Is the land attached to it cultivated ? — I could not say. 

391. Mr. Clancy. — You were not examined at the Inquiry below ? — I was not. 

392. Why were you not ? — I don’t know. 

393. You were not asked ? — No. 

394. Tell us about these cottages that you say were built and not occupied — is it not a fact 
that the reason why they were not occupied was that they were not finished owing to the contrac- 
tor’s default? — I don’t know. 

395. Don’t you know that very well, that they were not finished, and that that was the reason 
why they were not occupied ? — The one on my brother’s land, I think it is repaired. 

396. Cannot you tell us the reason ? — I cannot say. I won’t state what I don’t know. 

397. Are not they occupied now ? — Not that I am aware of. 

398. Mr. Justice Gibson. — When did you see them last ? — About three months ago. 

399. Mr. Clancy. — They were not occupied then ? — Not that I am aware of. 

400. Mr. Justice Johnson. — Were they taken up by the contractor from the Guardians then, 
because they could not have been occupied until the contractor had handed them over ? — The man 
who had it on the brother’s farm cut the hay off. 

401. He might do that although the house had not been taken over. Did the place seem to 
be finished? — Yes, as far as I could see. 

Mr. Clancy. — Do you happen to know the house in which Steadman lives at present ? — 
Are not you the landlord of it ? — Yes. 

How many people are living there : is there a Mrs. Byrne living there ? — There is. 

And paying rent for it? — She does. 

To you ? — Y es. 

And Steadman lives in the rest of the house? — Yes, 


402. 
Yes. 

403. 

404. 

405. 

406. 

407. 
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408. How many apartments are there in the house ? — Three. 

409. Two rooms and a kitchen ? — Yes. 

410. And Mrs. Byrne occupies one of the rooms ? — Yes. 

Mr. Justice Johnson. — The report of the Inspector in reference to this was — “ The evidence of 
Dr. Hudson taken at the inquiry showed that the house occupied by Steadman on petitioner’s 
holding was unfit for healthy human habitation.” He does not put it on the thatch or anything of 
that kind. 

Mr. Seely. — Here is his certificate. 

Mr. Justice Johnson. — I don’t mind the certificate. I would attach more importance to evi- 
dence given on oath before the competent officer. The evidence of the doctor shows this. I 
believe the Inspector when he says this. I don’t disbelieve him. Here is his evidence at the 
inquiry: — “ 1269 — You remember this house of Steadman’s, doctor ? — I do.” Then he says, 
coming to the point, “ From your knowledge of the house, and of the family, do you consider it 
unfit for healthy human habitation ? — I consider all old houses unlit. Do you consider the house 
-that Steadman lives in unfit for healthy human habitation 1 — I do.” And he is not cross-examined 
as to this. 

Mr. Justice Gibson. — What do you say to what is under his own hand in writing — “ This is a 
fairly good thatched cabin, but I consider all thatched cabins unsanitary ?” — I would sooner have 
that. 

Mr. Justice Johnson. — It is not evidence at all, what he says in writing. 

Mr. Seely. — That is what the Council acted on. 

Mr. Justice Johnson. — He is not cross-examined on that. The question is not whether 
Steadman’s present house is unfit for human habitation. The question is whether what the guar- 
dians have done would give him a house fit for human habitation. 

411. Mr. Seely. — Mr. Ruskell can swear that one of these cottages was given over by the 
contractor a year and a half ago. (To Mr. Ruskell). — Do you know this cottage on Clonpatton ? 
—Yes. 

412. When was it given over by the contractor ? — One and a half years ago. 

413. Do you know about the other one ? — I believe it was given over at the same time, but I 
cannot swear. 

414. Mr. Clancy (to Mr. Moore). — Were not you the architect of these houses? — I gave the 
final certificate. 

415. Mr. Justice Gibson. — How do you know whether they were taken up by the contractor? 
— I only know from my connection with the Board. 

41 6. Mr. Justice Ross. — Is the one at Clonpatton occupied ? — Yes. 

417. When was it occupied ? — A few months ago. 

418. How long is it since it was taken up ? — About nine months ago. 

419. Then it was vacant on your hands for nine months? — I think not. Only for a few 
months. 

420. Mr. Clancy. — As a matter of fact was not there a delay in finishing these houses ? — 
Croghan house I only certified as complete about a month ago. 

421. Mr. Justice Ross. — Are they occupied yet ? — The agreements were signed to be occupied. 

422. How long is it since they began to build them ? — These houses are building for three 
years. 

423. Have you no way of hurrying up the contractor ? — Unfortunately no. There was a law- 
suit threatening. There were different engineers beforehand, and nobody knew exactly where 
they were. Afterwards we got the contractor to finish them up. 

424. Mr. Justice Johnson. — Did you hear the evidence that there was a cottage given up to 
the guardians about a year and a half ago and that it has never been occupied? — It could not have 
been. I was appointed engineer only about a year and a half ago, and it was not more than half 
built when I was appointed. 

425. You recollect the particular cottage at Clonpatton ? — Yes. 

426. Is that occupied now ? — I cannot swear that, but I know that the tenant has signed the 
agreement. 

427. Mr. Clancy. — A man named Claries Harte is in occupation of it? — I could not tell the 
man’s name. 

Mr. Clancy. — It was stated at the local inquiry that it is not a vacant cottage. 

Mr. Seely. — That is a different cottage altogether. 

Mr. Clancy. — You will find it at the end of page 15. 

Mr. Justice Johnson. — That is a different case altogether. 

Mr. Clancy. — That was the only cottage about which there was any suggestion at the local 
inquiry that it was vacant, 

Mr. Seely.— I have the labourer here who is at present living in Mr. Ruskell’s cottage, if you 
would like to hear him. I would also refer your lordships to the sanitary certificate on page 10. 

William Steadman sworn, examined. 

428. Mr. Clancy, — You are the labourer connected with this case ? — I am. 

429. You lived in a house of Mr. Ruskell’s 1 — I did. 

430. Why did you leave it ? — Because he put me out of it. 

431. What sort of a house was it?— It was a very bad house. It was propped up with stone 
posts, and it was sheathed inside with boards to keep the walls from falling. In fact they did 
take to fall one time, and we had to run out of it. The stones took to fall out of the wall. 

432. You applied in 1900 for a cottage ?— About that time. 

433. And the cottage was granted?— It was. 

434. Did you get it ? — I did not. 

435. On Mr. Ruskell’s land ? — I did not. ... 

436. What sort of a house are you living in now ? — I am living m a thatched cottage with two 
.rooms, part of a house, two small rooms. 
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437. What family have you got ? — Seven children, myself and my wife. 

438. You have got no kitchen in the place ? — There is a room and a kitchen. There are three 
heds packed as tight as can be in the little room we all sleep in. 

439. There is no land attached ? — There is about a quarter of an acre. 

440. Does Mrs. Byrne occupy the house ? — She does. 

441. And she pays a separate rent to Mr. Evans? — She does. 

442. Do you know those houses Mr. Ruskell says he has on his holding ? — I do, well. 

443. Tell us what they are ? — He has three good houses. 

444. Are they occupied ? — They are occupied ; and then he has three bad houses, which were 
condemned in my presence at the first inquiry after the passing of the Local Government Act. 

445. Condemned by the doctor? — Yes, certain repairs were to be carried out, but they never were 
carried out. 

446. Are they occupied ? — They are occupied. 

447. Is there any other house now that you could get in the place ? — There is not. I tried very 
hard, and it was out of hardship made me go to this woman’s house I have at present, because I 
could not live in it. Every person who lived in it for the last fifteen years had to go out of it. 

448. Do you state that of your own knowledge? — Of my own knowledge. For the last ten 
years there were three or four people in it, and for a lot of the time it was idle. 

449. Do you know a cottage occupied by a man named Charles Harte ? — I do, well. 

450. Is he living there now ? — Yes, he is living there with his father, mother, brother, and 
sister. 

451. Do you know those union cottages that are said to be vacant ? — I do, well. 

452. Are they vacant ? —I was talking to the man who owns one of them about a month ago, 
and he told me he had got possession of this Croghan house and was going into it. Then there is 
a man named McDonnell on Dillon’s of Clonpatton. 

453. What other cottage is there unoccupied ? — They are all occupied, but M'Donnell does not live 

in that house. He is 

454. The President. — What is the name of the other man ? — Hughes. 

455. Has he land tilled without living in the house ? — He has got possession of it a short time 
ago. I was talking to him about a month ago. 

456. How long is it built? — T could not say because I was not in the vicinity at the time. 

457. Mr. Clancy. — Was that house taken up only a month ago from the contractor? — About a 
month ago. I was talking to the man soon after, and he told me he was going in. 

458. With reference to this man who rents this cottage in another place, do you know why he 
does not live in the cottage ? — He married this giil, Dillon, and there is some loggerheads, and he 
is put in as caretaker until some settlement is made, but he intends living in it. I have that 
personally from himself. 

459. Mr. Justice Ross. — How long has he been living in this other house as a caretaker ? — He 
has been living in it these years. 

460. For four or five years ? — Yes. 

461. And the labourer’s cottage is alongside for how long? — Not for very long. 

462. Mr. Clancy. — For how long? — I could not rightly say. 

463. Do you happen to know when it was completed ? — I could not say that. 

Mr. Clancy. — It was only completed nine months ago. We expected to have the District 
Councillor here. He has not attended. 

The President. — H aving regard to the circumstances connected with those 
other cottages which could have been cleared up, and as the officials are not 
here to tell us anything about it, we cannot approve of this cottage. There 
does not seem by any means to be a satisfactory state of things. 

Mr. Clancy. — It is very hard on the labourer considering that in the year 1900 a cottage was 
passed for him. 

The President. — If it turned on the matter of his requiring a house it would be different, but it. 
appears it does not. 

Mr. Clancy. — At the present moment the evidence is 

The President. — That is not the ground of the view we have taken, not the state of the house. 
Mr. Clancy. — At the present moment there is no vacant house. 

The President. — That is what we are not clear about. 

Mr. Seely. — I would ask for the usual order as to costs. 

Mr. Clancy. — They did not raise these questions below. 

The President Yes, they did. On page 15 of the evidence it was all gone into. 
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